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Alberta’s forest sector recovery gathers steam
B Y ROBIN BRUNET

I

t may not have been accompanied by an earthshattering bang, but Alberta’s forest industry
continues to recover in 2016 and is shaping up to be
one of the few bright spots in the province’s otherwise
dismal economy.
Buoyed by strong 2015 figures, the sector – which
employs 15,000 people directly but was hit hard by the
2008 recession – is benefitting from a variety of factors.
“One of the biggest factors is the U.S. housing market,
which is steadily recovering from devastating lows,”
says Brock Mulligan, director, communications, for the
Alberta Forest Products Association (AFPA).
But that’s not all. According to Todd Hirsch, chief
economist for ATB Financial, “stronger lumber prices
and the low Canadian dollar make our raw goods more
attractive to the U.S.”
He adds that one sector’s loss is another sector’s gain:
“It’s gotten far easier for mills to attract and retain skilled
labourers, since they are no longer at a disadvantage of
the high wages paid by oil and gas companies when that
sector was going strong.”
The good news hit home in May with the release of
AFPA 2015 Final Results, which showed that Alberta’s
forest sector grew for a fourth straight year, with the
value of its products rising by 5 percent – or $150
million – last year (this followed growth of 8 percent

Silviculture &
Reforestation

in 2014, 14 percent in 2013, and 9 percent in 2012).
Lumber, pulp and paper, and panelboard manufactured
by AFPA members in 2015 was valued at approximately
$3 billion; the most significant gains came from pulp
and paper, which grew 16 percent, but panel also had a
strong year, with 7 percent growth.
AFPA president and CEO Paul Whittaker attributed the
growth “not only to product and market diversification,
but also to investment in new areas. In addition to
traditional products, the industry continues to make
progress in converting waste streams into green energy
and exploring new opportunities in bioproducts.”
He went on to note that recently, “West Fraser opened
a plant at their Hinton operation that will recover lignin
from waste streams for use as a renewable substitute
for products derived from fossil fuels. This type of
innovation has built a forest industry that will play a
critical role in an economically diversified Alberta.”
Ted Seraphim, president and CEO of West Fraser,
says, “Lignin is an opportunity to expand our product
line and recover the maximum value from our fibre
and our manufacturing process. This technology has
the potential to be a new product offering for all pulp
mills in Canada.”
It’s unclear whether 2016 figures will surpass those of
last year, but Mulligan is confident they will be strong.
“A lot more prices are coming around, and anecdotally
we hear that communities with a forestry component
are faring a lot better than those that depended on oil

and gas,” he says.
As with any industry, there are challenges looking
ahead, and the key issues as far as the AFPA is concerned
include: ongoing diversification (to mitigate the impacts
on communities when prices for other commodities
falter); green power generation (because turning
residuals such as bark and sawdust into energy is big
business, regardless of whether climate change is man
made or a natural phenomenon); and the Softwood
Lumber Agreement, which expired in October of
2015 and whose renewal Mulligan says “is critical for
Alberta’s forest sector, as the United States is our largest
export market for lumber. The sector will work closely
with the Government of Canada and the Government
of Alberta to provide the information necessary to
negotiate a new deal.
Mulligan adds, “We’re also pushing for taller wood
buildings in Alberta, which would be a potentially huge
market for producers.”
But for the meantime at least, industry workers are
relieved that operations are slowly returning to normal.
Ed Kulcsar, woodlands manager at Spray Lake Sawmills
in Cochrane, recently told the press that “It’s really been
a long haul. We had some really down years. Here,
we dropped to a single shift, and now we’re back to a
double shift operation.
“There’s general optimism in the industry as we move
forward. All the indicators are trending upward, and we
should be in good markets for a few years.”
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Biomass selling system connects producers and buyers
BY R OBIN BRUNET

I

t may be ‘ag’ biomass instead of wood biomass,
and the producers may plow fields instead of chop
trees, but the farmers of Ontario face challenges
similar to foresters in their attempt to make the biomass
industry a viable undertaking.
And if the recent creation of a central desk selling
system is any indication, their chances of success are
strong. “The resistance we’ve encountered is due to
money lenders and other organizations doubting we can
provide substantial volumes of product consistently,”
says James Fisher, president of the Ontario Biomass
Producers Co-operative Inc.
Fisher goes on to note, “To be fair, we can’t point
to a track record of anyone supplying the volumes of
biomass needed for private and government ventures.
But with the central desk selling system, we’ll create
our own track record. It’s a way of proving our
professionalism.”
Ontario Biomass launched the central desk in
April to make it easier for producers and buyers to
connect. Biomass buyers contact the co-operative’s
administration, which connects them with producers
(who must be co-op members). The co-operative then
collects production and sales reports from producers
each spring to help sell the product, determine producers
check-off contribution, and generate stats for building

the industry.
Ontario Biomass was launched in 2010 as a response
to an Ontario Power Generation proposal to run the
Nanticoke power generating station, located on the
north shore of Lake Erie, on biomass instead of coal.
However, this would have required up to 2 million
tons of product annually, 60 percent coming from
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switch from coal to cleaner energy are still wary,”
according to Fisher.
Another issue is biomass fees: currently the proposed
price for one pound of product is five cents, but the
co-operative maintains that 10 cents is the minimum
needed to cover production and transportation expenses
and still turn a marginal profit.
Nonetheless, the advantages of ag biomass are
substantial enough for farmers to pursue cultivation of
switchgrass and miscanthus (a single planting of which
can grow for 20 years with minimal maintenance), as
well as explore new uses for ag biomass (the product has
been found to be a premium poultry and dairy bedding;
research is also being done to explore replacing some
plastics with biomass and making fuel from biomass).
Fisher adds, “Unlike with wood biomass, we can lock
in a contract for ag biomass for seven years, which is a
huge benefit to users.”
Even though the central desk has been in operation for
only a few months, the co-op has received some calls
from buyers looking for biomass products. Ontario
Biomass is currently establishing a check-off fee for
producers (check-off is a portion of a producer’s sales),
and money earned will be used help pay for research
into switchgrass and miscanthus varieties, market
development, and to run the central-desk system.
Urs Eggiman, vice-president of Ontario Biomass and
one of the biggest growers of switchgrass in the province
(135 acres), says, “I know biomass has legs, but it takes
time to get there.”
This year, it is expected that a record 10,000 acres of
Ontario farmland will produce biomass. “I’m convinced
this can be a sustainable revenue stream for farmers,”
says Eggiman, adding that the increasing number of
small farmers growing biomass will make it easier to
scale up in the future when the industrial potential for
fibre, energy, and chemicals can be realized.

COMSATEC INC.
Energy Management

Electricity & Natural Gas

PEAKS IN ENERGY USAGE AT YOUR SITE
A ﬁnancial impact that we can help control

705-752-4342
61 High St. N. Callander, ON P0H 1H0

www.comsatec.com

Miles Causey
Publisher:
Brett Hanson
Editor:
Robin Brunet
Writers:
Shaun Leslie Turriff
John Thomson
www.workingforest.com
Brett Hanson
email: editor@workingforest.com

Box 138 Stn Main
North Bay, ON • P1B 8G8
1-877-869-0588

Adam Grose
Production:
Marketing Director: Loretta Causey
Sales:
Michelle Sabourin
Digital Marketing:
Shelby Twilt
Cartoon:
Brett Hanson
Miles Causey
Accounts:

The Working Forest
is published
8 times a year by
1905058 Ontario Inc.
Publication #41048506

2 year subscription - $35 +hst
3 year subscription - $50 +hst

EDITORIAL
Some years it can be difficult to maintain a positive tone in our
annual silviculture issue. In the height of the recession it seemed
that tree nurseries and reforestation companies were hardest hit.
We often heard stories of low production, low pay, labour shortages
for what work was available and diversification strategies. At times
it was awe inspiring to hear about the drive and determination of
companies to stay in business during the downturn.
That is why it is so gratifying to hear so many success stories this
year. Nurseries are at capacity again and planters are planting. This
issue is full of images and stories of full greenhouses and happy,
dirty, hard working tree planters.
When The Working Forest once again had the privilege of a field
trip to our local Nipissing Forest we met many of those hard working
planters; many rookies but more than a few returning veterans. One
six-year planter we spoke to named Callum Sutherland actually
makes enough money during the season to take the winters off
and pursue a career in writing; a lifestyle that seemed like a thing
of the past not too long ago.
As ever, cautious optimism prevails. Some in the silviculture
industry predicting a dip in production. No one can be truly certain
what the future holds but 2015-2016 are good years and in some
ways that all one can hope for.
Congratulations to the silviculture industry for another successful
year and to all the tree planters out there: stay safe, stay dry and
don’t let the blackflies get you down.

“You mean that’s where we’re planting today?”
“Afraid so, kinda looks like a graph of the
forestry sector though huh?”

Comments from the web
Re: Huge forest along Manitoba-Ontario
border moves closer to UNESCO recognition
Until it burns…..then what does it become?
jackpine/spruce (Boreal forests) have a finite
lifespan. Old age or fire makes it useless
to mankind.Not utilizing it for any reason is
ridiculous. The Indigenous peoples themselves
set fire to these forests to create better conditions
for blueberries and animal brouse, all of which can
be accomplished by harvesting and utilization.
This UNESCO endeavour is misdirected.
Dave Zeppa

Re: Fort Mac Fire Sparked Little Media Talk
of Global Warming
I am disappointed with the Tyee reporter’s smug
certainty that fires are much worse now than
they have ever been. A good reporter would
research some facts for themselves rather than
just recycling claims about forest fires made in
other news articles. Perhaps the reporter might
even have reported on the Great Fire of 1911 and
compared the area covered by that fire to the Fort
Mac fire. The 1911 fire also took place during a
time of extreme temperatures, followed some
winters with almost no snow and devastated

communities. The population was just so much
smaller, less mobile and not on facebook and
24 hour news channels. The 1911 fire resulted
in the closure of the largest sawmill in the British
Commonwealth, loss of life and destruction of
communities. Was the oil industry to blame for
that episode? Was the climate change of that era
a result of human caused carbon emissions? If
not, what was? Unfortunately this article is just
more of the same poor, bandwagon reporting
that we are constantly subjected to.
John Daisley
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Tree planter Thomas Dodsworth “hustling”
courtesy of Brinkman and Associates
Reforestation.
See page 6 for more.
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Chris Walton

I

stand up for forestry because it is a significant
mitigation tool for our province to use in its
transformation to a low carbon economy.
In the past year, we have seen a more focused
effort internationally and nationally to address
the issue of climate change. With the recent
Conference of the Parties (COP) agreement
in Paris, renewed interest at the federal and
subnational level, we are witnessing major
climate change policy discussions and decisions
happening in British Columbia, Alberta and
Ontario. Here in Ontario, the government just
passed Cap and Trade Legislation and released
their Climate Change Action Plan which is one
of the most comprehensive and far reaching plans
in the country (if not the world).
No matter where these climate change plans are
developed, whether it is in Paris or Toronto, there
is a belief that there needs to be a radical shift
(or perhaps a leap) in how we as society conduct
our business and live our lives. We must reduce
GHG emissions by reducing reliance on fossil fuel
use, transition to low carbon manufacturing by
producing products with less fossil fuels and more
renewable inputs and capture and store carbon in
our products and in natural systems.
Let’s just step back and take stock of how
the forest products sector fits into these radical
climate change plans.
For over 20 years the forest products sector
has invested significantly in energy efficiency
and biomass cogeneration. The mills operating
in Ontario have reduced their GHG emissions
by over 64% since 1990, far exceeding any
government reduction targets.
Co m p a r e d t o oth er en ergy inten s iv e
manufacturing sectors, the forest product’s sector
is a leader in low carbon manufacturing. We
have facilities currently generating electricity and
process heat using in excess of 85% renewable
energy, which includes biomass and landfill biogas. In fact, a recent third party study showed
Ontario and Canada’s pulp and paper sector to
be a global leader in low carbon manufacturing.
The forest products sector already provides a
wide range of low carbon products which provide

documented carbon storage. There also exist
opportunities for the sector to transform beyond Chris Walton,
traditional commodity products into new value Environment and Energy Advisor
added streams that would displace traditional OFIA.
fossil fuel based products, such as
dissolving pulp, biofuels, chemicals
and next generation building
materials. There is also a renewed
interest in building with wood,
using both traditional and also
advanced building technologies.
Sustainable forest management
helps Ontario’s forests remain
healthy and productive, preserving
and growing Ontario’s carbon sink.
The carbon neutrality of Canadian
and Ontario biomass and wood
products is widely recognized by
research and studies supported
by a number of agencies and
institutions.
If you work in the
forest products sector
none of this sounds
radical, it just sounds
What is one of Ontario’s most
like another day at
effective tools for
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ﬁghting climate change?
And customers
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Western tree plant numbers on upward trend
Wildfires may have a positive effect
on planting industry
BY S HAUN LESL IE TURRI FF

S

ilviculture remains one of the strong sectors of
the forestry industry in western Canada. “Last
year was very good for us,” says Doug FInamore,
a Regional Manager at Outland Reforestation, based in
Edmonton, Alberta. “We planted 50 million trees across
our operations, with 15 to 20 million in the west. That
volume is pretty standard for us. We’ve been planting

in that 15 million range since 2009, roughly.”
BC operations of Brinkman and Associates also point
to a good year in the West. “Last year was fairly robust,”
says Matt Robertson, Regional Manager for BC interior
operations at Brinkman and Associates.
“Lots of our clients are feeling the pinch. Forestry is
good, but we’re seeing a slight decrease in our oil and
gas customers. This year should still be very similar
to the last, in that same range,” says Finamore. “We
have some good, long term contracts.” For Robertson,
“next year remains to be seen.” Numbers from the
The Western Silvicultural

Contractors’ Association (WSCA) suggest that there
may be a small dip in business in coming years. “We’ve
got a solid base of clients,” says Robertson, “that we
anticipate we will continue to be working with.”
“Overall, it’s a stable climate for business, for sure,”
says Finamore.
“Generally, workforce is not a problem. In 2013-2014,
we saw some difficulty replacing some management
positions, based on the oil and gas boom. They were
attracted to the higher paying jobs. That’s cyclical,” says
Finamore. “We work 4 camps, usually, which is a bit of

a sweet spot for us,” says Finamore. “It’s a good size,
keeps workers happy. This helps develop good workers,
good long term guys. This helps with productivity.”
“We’ve had a stable workforce,” says Robertson. “Last
year we had a high number or returning planters and
staff.” One of the challenges faced by the silviculture
industry is that employees are spending less time overall
in the industry. “It used to be someone would come back
for say, six years. Now, it’s more likely to be five, or
four,” says Robertson. “It means we have to time the
training of new planters differently, and make sure that
Continued on page 12
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TFAI celebrates twenty years of sound management

T

his month the forest industry in Ontario’s square kilometer land base named the Timiskaming credit to the “pioneers” that designed and implemented the
Timiskaming region celebrated the 20th anniversary Forest. The amalgamation coincided with the withdrawal shareholder agreement. “I believe the success story behind
of Timiskaming Forest Alliance Inc., a consortium of 41,408 hectares of production forest for Ontario’s TFAI can be attributed to two fundamental reasons; a wellof forest-based partners that includes small independent Living Legacy. In 2006, Timiskaming Forest saw another designed, neat and transparent shareholder agreement that
logging operators, large forest-products producers and amalgamation, this time with the ShiningTree Forest and has been tested time over time through the last 20 years
those shareholders of ShiningTree Forest Management and more importantly the willingness of the signatory
First Nations.
shareholders to make it work”.
In October of 1994, members of Timiskaming’s forest Inc. joined TFAI shareholders.
With an eye to the next 20 years, TFAI took the next
Many of the original shareholders were small to medium
industry made the choice to begin discussing a new
step
in the evolution of its forest management business
business model that would eventually allow them to depart sized family-based independent harvesters and included
from the historic government-lead forest management local names such as Glenn Hack, Foster Marshall and Gary model and retained First Resource Management Group
regime on multiple smaller forests to one where they & Ross Shortt who subsequently sold the equity they held Inc. (FRMG) in 2010 as their forest management service
assumed the regional forestry leadership role on a larger, in TFAI to other shareholders. Other original harvesters provider. Like the original founding members in 1994,
and more competitive amalgamated landbase. The result remain active members and include Rosko Forest Lévesque recalls this as being a difficult decision, but also
of these early cooperative efforts was the incorporation Operations, Greg Woollings and W. Paiement & Sons. a bold move for TFAI shareholders and that the“… the
of Timiskaming Forest Alliance Inc. (TFAI) on May 27, The original forest products producers included Grant decision to hire FRMG was best way to position TFAI as
1996. Together, these traditional industry competitors Lumber, Norbord, Liskeard Lumber, Cheminis Lumber, a leader in forest management in Ontario for the next 20
assumed the financial and management responsibilities for Tembec and Grant Forest Products. Finally, through the years”. Analogous to an engineering firm, FRMG provides
forest planning and operational implementation, including ShiningTree amalgamation Abitibi Consolidated (known the professional forestry expertise required to deliver
access development, harvesting, and forest renewal on the as Resolute Forest Products today) joined the group of TFAI’s forestry and business obligations.
Since 1996 TFAI has had an annualized average harvest
Timiskaming Forest. This 10,000 square kilometre area of existing shareholders of TFAI.
“The TFAI cooperative business model has demonstrated of over 7,500 ha producing over 1,000,000 cubic metres
managed forested land extends westward from the Ontario/
Quebec border for 166 kilometres, and northward from remarkable resiliency throughout the past 20 years of and has planted over 120 million trees on the Timiskaming
change” says Sylvain Lévesque, president of TFAI. Forest and continues to support forest-based employment
Lake Timiskaming to Lake Abitibi.
Putting aside their competing interests on the Timiskaming “Although we’ve seen significant disruption in the industry and opportunity for all communities from New Liskeard
land base and joining ranks to negotiate a business due to corporate restructuring and mill closures, forest to Timmins and Larder Lake to Gogama. In addition,
agreement was a bold move for the original 14 members landbase amalgamations, economic global recession, forest TFAI is also committed to the health and safety of forest
of the alliance. The historical animosity and distrust tent caterpillar infestations and wildfires, TFAI remains a workers, openness and accountability to the public and
between the forest industry members at the time could have stable and thriving company that is very well positioned to to build partnerships with First Nations and aboriginal
easily derailed the initiative. Allan Foley, the first general provide the sustainable forestry leadership that is crucially communities. The company remains actively involved
manager of TFAI, recalls that initial start-up meetings were important to the local forest industry and to the northern with the Ontario Forest Industry Association and
successfully maintains certification to two international
scheduled separately on the same day since many of the communities that we support” says Lévesque.
Today the shareholders of TFAI include Rosko Forest third-party environmental standards.
members were not willing to park in the same parking
Lévesque is confident in the future of TFAI and that “....
lot together, let alone set foot in the same building. “The Operations, Greg Woollings, W. Paiement & Sons,
Hatfield’s and McCoy’s of Timiskaming’s forest industry EACOM Timber Corporation, Georgia Pacific Northwood while we are justifiably proud of our accomplishments
eventually got over themselves when they realized that the LP, Cheminis Lumber and most recently Wahgoshig First since 1996, our focus is forward-looking to the next 20
real threat to their livelihood originated from other low- Nation. “All local First Nations have an opportunity to years and our future role in maintaining the Timiskaming
cost jurisdictions and not the local forest harvester or mill” become members of TFAI” says Lévesque, who notes that Forest as a healthy, productive and diverse forest and an
says Foley. He also credits this early tension as the impetus the shareholder agreement has an “on-ramp” provision to important economic driver for the local forest industry and
to create a decision-making formula based on inclusivity, facilitate the First Nation’s membership in the organization. Northeast Ontario.”
The newly
fairness and transparency. This modified “double-majority”
When Greg Bavis bought his
a
ppointed
decision model was later formalized within the company’s
first single-grip harvesting
shareholder agreement and 20 years later, the Timiskaming general manager
head, it was a Log Max 3000
Forest Alliance Inc. membership has not looked back. “A of TFAI, Yves
mounted on a small rubbertired harvester.
key indicator of the success of the company is demonstrated Vi v i e r g i v e s
by how rarely a vote
“It was what we were looking
is called at a board
for at that time doing commercial thinnings. We were strugmeeting since the
gling with the larger diameters.
directors actively
So, we upgraded to a used
seek out consensus
5000 and a bigger carrier.
It was a huge improvement
when making
The employees of
handling the bigger stems and
strategic decisions”
First Resource Management
hardwoods, but, it was 9 years
Group Inc. wishes to take this
says Foley.
old and getting tired.”
opportunity to congratulate
The
TFAI
In September 2015, Greg
the shareholders of
shareholder
upgraded his computer and
Timiskaming Forest Alliance Inc. for 20 years
l a n d s c a p e
harvesting head.
of exemplary work in their commitment to
has changed
“We thought quite hard about
forest sustainability in the management of the
dramatically over
going to the 6000B but were
Timiskaming Forest.
20 years through
concerned it would be too big
in the thinnings. In the end,
acquisitions,
It’s a wonderful achievement!
we opted for the newer D
l a n d b a s e
model Log Max 5000. It’s
We look forward to working with all of
amalgamations,
ideal for commercial thinnings
the shareholders of TFAI
and for final harvesting. We
recessions, forest
over the coming decades.
can handle the larger trees
tent caterpillar
now that we used to walk by
infestations,
and our production has gone
blowdowns and
up. It has bigger feed motors
with the aggressive V style
wildfires. On April
Managing
Forestry
Programs
to
generate
feed rollers, faster saw and
1, 2001, the four
a heavier frame. It has been
former management
nothing but positive. The
units of the
guys at Log Max Forestry in
(705) 544-2828
Moncton are great to deal with
Timiskaming Forest
and I look forward to working
were officially
www.logmax.com
with them in the future.”
amalgamated into
Eastern Canada
Western Canada
USA
Thanks Greg. We look forward
one defined 10,000
Toll Free 1.800.666.4474
Ph. 506.869.2325
Ph. 360.699.7300

5000D Fits Both Applications

to working with you too.
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DDC debris management in Northwest Ontario

D

elimbing, debarking, and chipping (DDC) operations at roadside
began in the late 1980’s and since that time, the accumulation
of waste on Crown forest land has been an ongoing concern for
forest managers in northwestern Ontario. In 2011, the Northwest Region
of the Ministry of Natural Resources issued a directive that “debris piles
would not accumulate through time or result in the loss of productive land;
that debris piles would be reclaimed and regenerated as productive land;
and that chipping operations would be done in a manner that minimized
the creation of debris piles.”
In response to this directive, Domtar Inc. initiated in May 2012 the
creation of a chipper debris working group (CDWG) comprised of industry
and government foresters, science specialists, fire management specialists,
local harvesting contractors and other staff from across the northwest
region, with a goal of developing effective solutions for management of

Growth
needs
innovation.

From harnessing
genomics For
more resilient
Forests to
technologies
that improve
harvest
operations,
Fpinnovations
is providing
the Forestry
sector with
the tools For a
more prosperous
and sustainable
Future. Join us
and experience
how our
innovation can
support your
growth.

the chipper debris.
From 2012 to 2014, the CDWG conducted field tours,
workshops, and research trials. Various members of the
group were given tasks to evaluate the effectiveness of
different strategies for minimizing the depth and total
area of ground covered by debris. Other trials were
done to evaluate the impact of chipper debris on tree
regeneration over time. FPInnovations’ Silvicultural
Operations group was given the task of measuring the
effectiveness of returning chipper debris with grapple
skidders during regular chipping operations. With this
in mind, FPInnovations collaborated with Domtar
to conduct operational trials where DDC debris was
returned to the cutover during summer and winter
conditions. Summer debris carry-back was found
to be more effective than winter carry-back because
winter DDC debris breaks into small fragments and
is very difficult to pick up with the grapple skidder
tongs. Nevertheless, of all the different approaches
investigated by the CDWG, incorporating the carryback method during normal operations appeared to be
the most effective method for addressing the challenge
of regenerating the chipper debris pads. There was a
consensus with the CDWG that using the carry-back
method to spread debris to a depth < 20 cm, combined
with disc-trenching was the best general management
strategy for achieving successful site preparation.
A summary of the CDWG activities and findings can
found in the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
and Forestry Report and in an article in the Ontario
Professional Forester magazine. The FPInnovations
DDC debris management trial report will be published
in 2016.
More information can be obtained by contacting Janet
Mitchell, Associate Research Leader, Silvicultural
Operations at janet.mitchell@fpinnovations.ca

OUR NAME IS INNOVATION
Gro-Bark (Ontario) Ltd.

-

Bark Mulch
Bark Compost
Hog Fuel
Grinding/Screening

follow us

fpinnovations.ca
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Waterloo 519-885-3411 www.gro-bark.com
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COVER MORE GROUND.
Loggers demand maximum productivity and uptime out of their
equipment shift after shift. And the John Deere 903M Tracked Feller
Buncher delivers, big time. It features a powerful fuel-efficient engine,
fast hydraulics for superb multifunction operation, deep cutting swath,
and best-in-class tree accumulation for maximum productivity. Plus, now
enjoy special financing options available through John Deere Finance.
With this tough feller buncher on your jobsite, working hard has never
been so easy. See your local Nortrax dealer today for more information.
*0% APR for 36 Months on new John Deere Feller Bunchers. Offer available 01 March 2016 through 30 June 2016.

We Stand Ready.
Nortrax for
Parts & Service

(866) 366.8722

Ontario’s Nipissing Forest has a busy summer
BY BRETT HANSON

W

e’re getting back to normal now,” silvicultural
planning forester Andree Morneault says.
The one million trees planted this year in
Ontario’s Nipissing Forest is where they should be after
a number of years of lower harvest levels.
Increased harvesting and a renewed tax exemption

Jeremy Bolzon, Petrolia Ontario
1st year planter
“Its tough but rewarding. If you ask me what
muscles hurt, it’s just like, all of them.”

status for SFLs, after five years of dealing with
13% fewer funds, means Nipissing Forest Resource
Management (NFRM) has doubled their tree planting
program and will see an average of 1 million trees
planted for the next three years.
“There were a few years when we didn’t do as much.
Now the forest industry is healthier and we are cutting
more which is bringing more money into the renewal

trust. Its good, it’s a healthy amount of renewal.”
Englehart, Ontario based Treeline Reforestation
provided planting services with a crew of ten veterans
and twenty rookies.
“They were smaller crews overall with more foreman.
The crew set up their own camps. They had trailers
with showers and washrooms, cooking trailer and a big
dining tent. The planters didn’t complain about being

Louise Louiscriou, Winnipeg, Manitoba
1st year planter
“It’s Hard work but I have done a couple
canoe trips so it’s like a very long hard
portage”

Mitchell Dwire, Bowmanville Ontario
1st year planter
Ecosystems management student
“An adventure that I thought I’d try”

Timber Harvesters and
Heavy Equipment Operators
TransCanada’s network of more than
68,500 km (42,500 mi.) of pipeline taps
into virtually all major gas supply basins
in North America.
Crossing a pipeline right-of-way with
heavy equipment can damage a pipeline
and potentially put you in danger.
Please contact TransCanada to apply for
a crossing agreement before you cross
our pipeline right-of-way.

Cassey Smit, Peterborough Ontario
1st year planter
“There are good days and bad days of tree planting but it is
rewarding. My record is 2435 but ill beat it”

YOUR SAFETY IS A TOP PRIORITY
Call or email us before you cross!
Phone: 1.877.872.5177
Email: crossings@transcanada.com
It’s a free service

ONLINE STORE - FAST & FREE SHIPPING
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

The one-stop shop for your forest machinery supplies
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TimberHarvesters_Ad_BW_5x6.57_2015.indd 1
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schedule with a ‘healthy’ regeneration program
underfed that’s for sure. They had something like 5000
calories a day,” Morneault said.
“This year we planted mostly red pine. We planted
350,000 white pine and 8,000 jack pine, 165,000 spruce
and 600,000 red pine,” Morneault said.
The desired future forest objectives in the Forest
Management Plan provide direction for our planting
scheme. We treat our forest according to those

Emma Greg
Foreman with Treeline Reforestation
“I keep the planters on their mental game
and help them make some money.”

70 years of fire suppression has allowed the balsam fir
component of our forest to really increase,” Morneault
said. “Its difficult to control it with anything other than
cutting. We try to control some of it during harvest
operations but we can’t get it all.”
“Balsam fir is a very prolific seeder. It produces a lot
of seed almost every year. There are studies that show
that rodents and small creatures that eat tree seed don’t

of a plantation so when we re-measure it we have to
walk through the whole plantation and can see what the
competition and health of the trees are like overall,”
Morneault said. “That allows us to prescribe the next
treatment. We are doing quite a bit of that monitoring
each year. We have about 250 monitoring plots out
there right now.”
“When we are done all the treatments and feel the

Georgina Glebe, Toronto, Ontario
3rd year planter
“I keep coming back for the people,
atmosphere and money… but mostly money”

objectives which are driven by provincial policy. At like balsam fir seed as much as pine seeds. If you have
the stand level, we will often plant trees to return forest white pine seed and balsam fir seed on the forest floor,
blocks to their former species mix “When we cut one animals will eat the white pine and leave the balsam
of our blocks in the Brent Rd area, part of it was behind which then reproduces.” The Mattawa/North
dominated by jack pine so we want to make sure we Bay Algonquin First Nation has been manual tending
don’t lose that jack pine stand in the mix. We wanted to for NFRM for the past three years.
make sure we regenerated that area back to jack pine,”
The end of the season will bring a size slash pile
Morneault said.
burning operation. Morneault says there are about 4000
Other times, we may plant something different than slash piles that have accumulated of the last number
what was cut. For example, based on site characteristics, of years. She admits that is a lot of burning to do and
soils, and old stumps, we can determine if a site used says 1000 piles per year is much more manageable.
to support a pine forest. Because of past practices it The program is slated for the fall but entirely subject
may now be a mixed forest or birch dominated forest. to weather conditions. It needs to be relatively wet with
In those cases, Morneault says they may want to bring little wind to safely dispose of the piles.
the area back to a more pine dominated forest.
“ We monitor all our plantations and put in semiOn top of the larger planting program the Nipissing permanent plots. We pin individual trees and monitor
Forest has a wide range of other silviculture programs them over time. We tend to put the plots in the back
on tap for 2016. Morneault
says there are 500 hectares
of manual tending and 500
hectares of mechanical site
preparation planned. A
500 hectare chemical site
preparation program with
an air blast sprayer is also
planned which is a sizable
endeavour for the forest.
“We do the manual
tending where we have
Quality parts & service
you can count on to keep
balsam fir as a competitor.
your equipment moving!
The species is a pretty
Hr Emergency Service
 24
strong competitor now. In
Trucks Available
the past, natural fire cycles
would take care of a lot of
SURREY
EDMONTON
CALGARY
MISSISSAUGA
www.GEARCENTRE-OFFHWY.com
1-877-882-1529 1-877-450-4327
1-888-252-3880 1-888-246-5077
the balsam. The last 60 or

Callum Sutherland
6th year planter
“Good buddies and good times. I love the
north -despite all that we have to deal with”

block or forest is regenerating to the species we wanted
it to we will do a free-to-grow survey. We are surveying
about 2000 hectares this year. We are looking after
the trees we have planted to make sure that they are
growing into a healthy and productive forest.”
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planting

as well. “We’re always looking to improve how we
operate, and how to operate more safely. There are
always costs associated with that, but it pays off in
the long run,” says Robertson. “A smoother running

Continued from page 6

sure that base training, in safety and productivity, is
that much more efficient.”
The general increase in the price of food, vehicles,
and labour is also a challenge faced by the industry.
“These costs are all trending upwards. The silviculture
industry by nature is sensitive to costs increases because
due to the remote camp settings, our tree prices assume
many of these normal living expenses such as food,
accommodation and transportation of the workforce,”
says Robertson. “Tree planting is a tight margin
industry. We need to cover costs, and be able to pay
our workforce appropriately. We need to ensure that
this job is rewarding, not just as an experience, but also
financially, to keep that workforce coming back, and
retain that skill set.” The general trend of higher costs
means that pricing remains a challenge in the industry.
For Robertson, improvement is a perennial challenge

company should retain a more skilled workforce, which
should then mean a more profitable company. There is
still a lot of capital put in, and a lot of time put in, and
it can take time to see those results.”
“Over the next few
years, the wildfires
could have an effect on
business, depending on
where they occur. There’s
government funding
to replant, but there’s
a lag in that process.
Oil companies can be
more nimble, as they
pay out of pocket for
reclamation. Generally
speaking, there is an
uptick in business,” say
Finamore. For Robertson,
recent wildfire seasons
haven’t had too much
effect on business. “Some
companies have had to move camps, or lost planting
time due to air quality or visibility. We ran into that a
few years back,” says Robertson.
In BC, Robertson also sees a string of early springs
affecting business. “It can be good, and it can be bad,”
says Robertson. “On the one hand, if the snow melts
early, we aren’t stuck waiting to plant on the blocks at
higher elevations. On the other, lack of snow pack or
an early melt, if not followed up by rain, can mean that
the soils hardens up more quickly, and that can impact
productivity.”
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Forestry herbicide safe to use once again
BY B RETT HANSON

I

n March of 2015 the World Heath Organization’s
International Agency for Research (IARC) on Cancer
released a monograph which indicated that glyphosate,
the active ingredient used in a number of forestry herbicides,
caused a specific kind of cancer known as Non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma.
This designation was particularly alarming for the forest
industry as glyphosate herbicides are the main tool used to
control weeds in silviculture. The decision was controversial
because there is also a large body of evidence indicating that
the chemical is safe to use.
Glyphosate is a broad spectrum systemic herbicide, first
registered for use in the United States in 1974. It is widely
used in agriculture forestry and residential applications. It is
the active ingredient in commonly used herbicides such as
Round Up for residential use and VisionMAX for industrial
applications.
National forestry business and account manager for Engage
Agro Michael Cunningham says the IARC monograph
classified the compound as a ‘2A’ which means probably
carcinogenic to humans . That triggered a number of concerns
among user’s others because for a number of years glyphosate
has been considered non carcinogenic. This is the first time
a recognized agency has create this indication.
“It raised the ire of a lot of people and a lot of condemnation
of the report among a lot of people including our own Pest
Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA), a division of
Health Canada who said it did not cause cancer,” Cunningham
said. “IARC is part of the World Health Organization (WHO)
so this then indicated to a lot of environmental organizations
that here is the proof that this product is not safe for use in
forestry. It gave them a lot of impetus to cause problems for
applicators and forest companies. Glyphosate is the number
one herbicide used in forestry in Canada by far.”
Under considerable pressure from a number of world bodies
the WHO tasked another group within the organization that
reviews the use of herbicide called the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) to review the data that IARC used in
their report.
Much of the controversy over the IARC findings comes
from that their choice of data sets in their study. IARC
only uses data from independent third party producers and
therefore ignores any data sets produces by government or

funded by industry. This resulted in a very limited data set them strategically. When they use herbicides they are
very careful in its application. They are considering their
from which to draw their conclusions.
“World Health asked the Joint Meeting on Pesticides environment and the population around them. They know
and Residues (JMPR) to review the report from IARC and that there is a certain social licence and stewardship issue
take into account not only the data set that IARC used but that has to be followed because these tools are considered by
also the greater data set. Their summary report came out in some as not friendly for the environment,” Cunningham said.
“The forest companies still have to be vigilant in what
May and after looking at all of the data sets JMPR indicated
that they did not find the glyphosate to be cancer causing,” they are doing. They have to show due diligence. Forest
Cunningham said. “This corresponds with reports from companies now have to work even harder to protect the tool.
Australian, German and American bodies which all say it I think you will see forest companies becoming even better
stewards of the tool.”
does not cause cancer.”
While some of
the pressure on
glyphosate may be
off Cunningham
warns that opponents
will still draw on the
original IARC report
to argue for a ban or
limitation on it’s use
despite other evidence
to the contrary.
“There are number
of active groups
seeking this. In New
Brunswick presently
there is a petition
to ban the use of
glyphosate in forestry.
A treated vs. untreated site.The grass is calamagrostis, a very
In northern B.C. there
competitive grass species that quickly invades a site after harvest
is a native coalition
and causes high mortality of the tree seedlings
trying to ban the
use. Its unfortunate
that we are in this
situation because many
forest companies in this
country are required
to meet free to grow
standards. To meet these
standards their tools are
limited and glyphosate
is an important tool,”
Cunningham said.
“Forest companies use
these tools and they use

The First Choice for growing our forests…

For more information contact:
Engage Agro Corporation
Call : 1-800-900-5487
or www.engageagro.com

VisionMAX is a registered trademark of Monsanto LLC
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Canadian tree seedling nurseries continue their
capacity, as were all our competitors. For us, that’s about
55 to 60 million seedlings”.
Manon Cyr, of La Maison Verte, in Hearst, Ontario, says
BY S HAUN L ESLIE T URRI FF
that “last year was very good for us. We had 9.8 million
seedlings. Anything above 9.5 million is good for us in
terms of cost.” Despite a good year overall, the industry
hings have been pretty good lately for nurseries still shows signs of the 2008 slowdown. “This past year
across the country. “The last year was good for was comparable to the year before, although overall,
us,” says Scott Formaniuk, with Coast to Coast we’re still down from five or six years ago,” says David
Reforestation, in Edmonton, Alberta. “We were at full
Flight, of Pineland
F o r e s t N u r s e r y,
in Hadashville,
Manitoba. “That
volume just never
came back, and
t h e r e ’s a l o w e r
demand overall”.
Pineland provides
containerized
seedlings to the
government of
Manitoba, and
private industry in
Manitoba, Alberta,
and Northwestern
Ontario. “Our larger
corporate clients
have been pretty
stable,” notes Flight.
Coast to Coast Reforestion tree seedling nursery in Edmonton, Alberta
Formaniuk sees
the good times

Workforce issues still persist

T

Jiffy-7

continuing. “We expect business to remain strong for
the next 2-3 years for the nursery. After that, we expect
to see some extra capacity. Overall, “business in BC
and Alberta is good. And it should be good for another
year, and perhaps a year after that,” says Formaniuk. “Of
course, the general economic situation in the forestry
industry affects
our business. It’s
been fairly healthy,
lately. Not a bad
situation at all.
We’ve certainly
seen much worse.”
Formaniuk sees a
few things behind
an eventual drop
in demand. “Right
n o w, s o m e o f
our large Alberta
Scott Formaniuk
customers are
cutting more based
on the pine beetle, trying to stay out ahead of that.
That means in the coming years, they’ll have a reduced
annual cut, and that will affect us,” says Formaniuk. In
Alberta, oil and gas play a role as well. “The depressed
price of oil and gas has affected us. Those companies
are spending less on reclamation projects right now,
both on the oil sands and on conventional oil and gas
projects. We’ve seen a bit of a dip in those orders,”
says Formaniuk.
Flight is more cautious about predictions. “We’re

Forestry ®

Rooting
above the
competition!

Resource Land Holdings, LLC is a $800MM
natural resource and real estate
private equity ﬁrm interested in acquiring
freehold timberland in excess of $10MM in Canada
RLH’s afﬁliate, Canadian Timber Partners, Ltd., owns a
145,000 acre freehold timber property in Northern Ontario
RLH purchases land with no ﬁnancing contingencies

RESPECT
THE
ROOT

Interested parties can contact:
Byron Levkulich, CFA, CPA | Principal
Resource Land Holdings, LLC

720.723.2859
e. byron.levkulich@rlholdings.com

www.rlholdings.com
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slow march back to ‘normal’ production
approaching next year with guarded optimism, although labour has been a challenge. Our large packing with the new carbon tax proposed by the Alberta
it’s too early to tell,” says Flight. “Demand is still down, operations are seasonal, while the trees are dormant, government. Our industry uses quite a bit of natural gas
with the continued downturn in the forestry business and there isn’t enough local supply of workers. Young and electricity, both carbon taxable. Our competitors in
overall.” Cyr is optimistic about the future. “We see a lot people have left the area, and our remote location BC, which has a carbon tax, get an 80% tax rebate as
of ups and downs in this business, and we look forward, means we don’t have much of a population base to draw ‘green’ business, but so far, we’ve heard no discussion
and continue to do business. We have a very motivated from,” Flight says. “Labour problems are expected to about such a break here,” says Formaniuk. “We’re
lobbying for some changes, but we’re
continue. We have lots of turnover.
and dedicated team,
worried about unfair competition based
It’s a mentally and physically
and we’re proud of
on the carbon tax and minimum wage.”
demanding job, because it’s so
our social mandate
La Maison Verte also has concerns with
repetitive. Not everyone is willing
a s a non- pr of it
policy. “There are always challenges, of
to do it for the wages that we’re
organization,”
course, uncertainties lurking in the future.
able to pay.” Cyr has a similar point
s a y s C y r. L a
We don’t always have a lot of control
of view. “Workforce is a bit of an
Maison Verte, run
over some of it. We’re directly linked
issue. There’s been a population
by l’Association
to the forestry industry. If something
decrease in our area, which makes
Parmis-Elles, aims
affects them, we are affected,” says Cyr.
it hard to find workers,” says Cyr.
to create local
“The new plan for the caribou in northern
“And our work is seasonal, and
employment, and
Ontario, and the new softwood lumber
pays a lower wage than the oil
has been doing so
agreement with the US, these things
and sawmill industry in the area.
successfully since
David Flight
Manon Cyr
could affect our clients, and us.”
We offer flexibility, some people
1983. “This year,
“We recently had a visit from Premier
want that. It’s still hard work for
we’re looking at 9.2
million seedlings ordered. Hearst Forest management relatively low pay. But I think our social mandate and Wynne. She listened to our concerns for the industry.
continues to be a major client, and has been since community connection helps. We have workers who She was attentive, and we appreciate that attention. We
discussed the ripple effect, how changes in policy affect
the beginning,” says Cyr. “We lost roughly 2 million stay with us five, 10, even 30 years.”
At Coast 2 Coast, Formaniuk faces a different our business, our community,” says Cyr.
seedlings in orders due to the closing of the Hornepayne
mill. And we have some new contracts, including the challenge. “Labour is our single biggest input cost
and temporary manual
Tembec mill in Kapuskasing.”
A few bad years for wildfires also have an effect on labour is important to our
the industry. “Wildfires always cause some short term business,” says Formaniuk.
uncertainty in the market, because we don’t know when “We don’t feel a shortage,
that area will get replanted. But long term it usually because we source labour
increases demand for seedlings,” says Formaniuk. “The through federal agricultural
Alberta government has a reclamation program that foreign workers programs,
funds reforestation of previously reforested land that is as well as local workers
burned by wildfires.” In Ontario, Cyr notes that wildfires and students. And there has
can affect the 20 year forestry plans, and anything that been a bit of a relief with the
affects forestry affects La Maison Verte. “Plans are oil and gas slowdown, as
affected, mills are affected a few years later, and it more people look for extra
adds another element of risk to the industry,” says Cyr. income,” says Formaniuk.
In Manitoba, Flight is less concerned about the fires. “We are, however, very
“The wildfires haven’t really affected our market. Most worried about the new
of our orders are still from harvesting in the primary minimum wage proposed
Rd
to 1645 Bonhill
a,
for Alberta. Our costs would
forest sector,” says Flight.
unit 1, Mississaug
1R3
T
L5
ON
Nurseries have had to branch out a bit, given the recent increase significantly if
downturn in the forestry industry. “There’s a bit of a struggle the $15 minimum wage
to find clients, which has led to some diversification, is introduced. It would
finding some niche markets, such as local conservation,” have a strong impact on
says Flight. “Although you still need to focus on the profitability and future
core business. Any diversification needs to fit within the sustainability.”
“We’re also concerned
current operation”. Manon Cyr agrees. “Recession forces
diversification.
But we still
Wanted
need to focus on
the seedlings.
They’re 80%
of our business.
We now carry all Logrite Products from Cant Hooks
They are
Standing Timber or Logs
and Peaveys to Haulers, Carts and Trailers
what keep us
running. We
Barry Forbes
Phone: (800) 387-4940 Fax: (905) 795-1632
don’t rely on
Email: info@ufsupplies.com
Heavy Equipment Corporation
subsidies. To
Website:
www.ufsupplies.com
be successful,
we need to do
660 County Road 22
business”.
Kemptville ON K0G 1J0
Labour can
be a challenge
1645 Bonhill Road Unit 1, Mississauga, Ontario L5T 1R3
to nurseries as
ironpeddlar@hotmail.com
well. “Finding
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A message from Forestry Futures Trust

T

he Forestry Futures Trust (FFT) was
established under the authority of the Crown
Forest Sustainability Act (1994), Part V.
Section 51 of this Act states that the Minister may
appoint a Forestry Futures Committee to provide
advice on the following matters:
The funding of silvicultural expenses in Crown
forests where forest resources have been killed or
damaged by fire or natural causes (remediation).
The funding of silvicultural expenses on land that
is subject to a forest resource licence, if the licencee
becomes insolvent.
The funding of intensive stand management and pest
control in respect to forest resources
Such other purposes as may be specified by the
Minister.
Other purposes specified by the Minister for which
Trust funds are used include the Independent Forest
Audit Program, Forest Tenure Modernization,
Enhanced Forest Resource Inventory and Forest
Genetics Resource Management. The Trust is funded
by harvest volume charges on Crown timber, as well
as dedicated funding from the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry, and is managed by the Trustee
(currently RBC Dexia Investor Services Trust). The
Trust is a single Trust and is not specific to forest
management units. Funds are allocated to successful
applicants under the direction of the Forestry Futures
Trust Committee Chair, supported by decisions made

through consensus by the Forestry Futures Committee
(FFC). The Committee members are appointed by the
Minister for a three-year term, which may be renewed
at the discretion of the Minister.
The Silviculture Program (established in 1995) is
the flagship program of the FFT. The FFC extends
an invitation to eligible applicants to apply for
categorized funding twice annually. These invitations
normally take place in the fall and spring of each
year. Eligible applicants are defined as Sustainable
Forest Licence Management Units - holders of a forest
management unit account or sub-account in the Forest
Renewal Trust, or in special circumstances as directed
by the Minister. To-date the program has funded
over $199 million to support more than 630 projects.
The Committee strives to allocate funding evenly
between the three regions (Northwest, Northeast and
South) of Ontario’s Crown forest. All projects that
are funded by the FFT are subject to be audited by
the Independent Audit program.
The two types of projects that are accessed the most

through the application process are rehabilitation
of productive forest after natural disturbance (43%
of funding) and intensive stand improvement
(52% of funding). Examples of funded activities
in rehabilitation projects include site preparation,
seedling production, tree planting, seeding and spacing.
Examples of funded activities in intensive stand
improvement projects include stand improvement in
tolerant hardwoods, stand improvement in white pine
stands, and spacing (thinning) projects.
The FFC works with successful applicants in order to
monitor project progress and help ensure that funded
projects are successful. The FFC also completes
site inspections in order to revisit past projects. The
purpose of these site visits is to assess project success
and identify improvements for future treatments.
The FFT has proven to be a successful model for
the effective investment of funds in the renewal and
management of Ontario’s Crown forest. The FFC
encourages eligible applicants to visit the Forestry
Futures website at www.forestryfutures.ca in order to
receive the latest updates
on the FFT. Several
useful documents,
Serving Canada’s
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Laird Van Damme, M.Sc.F., R.P.F.
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Can we talk about
BC’s Skimikin field trial still coughs
up data 48 years later
BY MICHAEL B. HUM BLE

R

oot rot is a pervasive and persistent disease
that affects millions of trees. It is especially
virulent in the BC interior where two
particular strains of pathogens, Armillaria ostoyae
and Phellinus weirii threaten the province’s
precious stands of high-value Douglas Fir.

Armillaria mycelial fans beneath bark of root

The pathogen enters the tree by running down
the cambium, that layer of cells between the woody
part of the tree and the bark, and killing it. It then
colonizes the outside and starts digesting from
the inside. It’s a slow process, travelling down to
the roots, killing the tree or stunting its growth.
Infected trees that survive root rot can lose a third
of their volume.
In 1968 a federal field trial was established near
Salmon Arm in the province’s southern interior
to deal with the problem.
The Skimikin trial had three
objectives; to determine the
efficacy of stump removal,
to evaluate the resistance of
several species to root rot and
to observe the spread of the
disease through alternating
rows of susceptible and less
susceptible species. Seedlings
of Douglas Fir, lodgepole pine,
western red cedar and paper
birch were planted alone and
in two-species combinations
in three 0.04 hectare plots per
block. The blocks were both
stumped and not stumped.
Seedling survival was

assessed in 1973, 1977, 1981 and approximately
every five years thereafter. The blocks were
routinely checked and data collected. The highest
survival rate, among all species, as determined by
the most recent 2014 report, was found in plots
where the stumps were removed. Mortality was
on an average 14 % lower on plots stumped than
those not stumped.
But stumping isn’t always possible or even
desirable. Slope, access and disturbing the soil
with heavy machinery can work against removal.
The Skimikin trial looked at alternative methods
of control as well.
“We wanted to find out if we could use species
mixture because it would be a cheaper way
to control rot,” says Mike Cruickshank, Forest
Pathologist with the Canadian Forest Service,
Natural Resources Canada and co-author of the
2014 report. “From a pathologist’s point of view,
when we talk about mixing things, we talk about
mixing a susceptible and a resistant species.”
That meant planting western red cedar and
Douglas Fir in alternate rows 1.5 meters apart. In
effect, creating a barrier.
“It didn’t work because the roots just went
through the barrier. It’s just too easy to jump over,”
says Cruickshank. “Putting the resistant species
in there didn’t affect the mortality rate of the

Transfer of Armillaria ostoyae from a colonized stump to a
living tree in a spaced stand.

Armillaria mycelia fans beneath bark of lower stem
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root rot?
susceptible species.”
Cruikshank explained his findings before a
gathering of silviculturists and forest managers
at the Skimikin site last fall as part of field tour
organized by BC’s Southern Interior Silviculture
Committee (SISCO). SISCO is one of three
provincial silviculture committees founded in the
1960’s to promote appropriate silviculture practices
throughout the province by hosting annual field
tours and seminars.
“We facilitate discussion and the exchange of
ideas, “says Administrator April Anderson. “It’s very
much an agenda for those in the business so it’s
more of a refinement and discussion of ongoing
complex issues. It was just so rare to have that
kind of data, to have carefully measured sample
points and that sort of thing,” she says of the 2015
gathering.
The Committee will be returning to the interior
this year, to Summerland BC this time, to examine
the quality and quantity of timber from managed
stands.
The barrier idea didn’t work, says Cruickshank
but the Skimikin trial revealed something else.
“Cedar is disease tolerant,” he says. “It’s got
other, really big problems but as far as root disease
goes, it doesn’t have that problem. It gets infected;
it still grows well. The yield curve between where
we had stumps and no stumps, they’re almost
the same.”
Cedar is not disease resistant, Cruickshank
points out, but disease tolerant, meaning the
species can cope with the damage.
“Root disease can kill some of that fir but cedar
can take over that space. When there’s western

red cedar coming up we’re pretty sure it’s going
to survive.”
“It looks like the species is tolerant of root disease
compared to other tree species,” he says. “Some
plants grow better relative to others with the same
level of disease. That’s what agriculture uses; they
look for plants that can get infected, not die and still
give a really good yield. That’s what we’re trying
to do in forestry as well. Mixing species is viable,”
he says “given the right site index and the right
species. We have to have a valuable species on
a good site to make it worthwhile.”

Having said that, Cruickshank and his Forest
Service colleagues are focussing on stump
removal first, cracking the numbers so that the
forestry industry has some practical guidance on
whether to stump or not to stump. The data will be
released later this year.
“We’re working on an economics paper that is
going to support [stumping], under what conditions
they can do it and give them some data to go on
rather than because ‘that’s the way it’s always
been done.’ It’s primarily a stewardship issue,” he
continues, “but it’s an economic issue as well.”

Stump removal
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Forest history and technology
BY K EN ARMSON R.P. F. ( r et . )

I

nnovation and new technologies are around us
every day. In the workplace, home and as we travel.
In this age of electronics we come to expect an
almost continuous succession of new devices and
processes as normal, but this has not always been the
situation. The history of innovation and technology
in the forestry sector has many examples of different
patterns of development. Many are initiated by
individuals in response to perceived needs often
economic but also having social and environmental
aspects. Another feature which can play an important
role is the availability of a process or technology
outside of the field of a particular endeavour but which
can be applied within a sector such as forestry. A
prime example of this was the development of reliable
hydraulic systems after World War II and their use in
spawning equipment for logging such as skidders and
hydraulic shears, as mechanization evolved through
the 1950’s and 1960’s. Sometimes the initial rationale
for the development and use of a particular piece of
equipment has additional positive consequences. The
best example of this was the installation of wide tires on
skidders based on lowering operating costs but which
provided for a positive effect environmentally when
used on organic forest soils.
Often there is a long lead time from the original
innovation until general use. An example of this is in the
invention of saws. The first circular saw was invented
in 1777 in England. Until then logs were sawed in pits
by two men with a straight saw, one man in the pit and
the other above. At this time gang saws, i.e. straight
saws fixed in a rack and powered by water or later by
steam. For large logs circular saws had to be larger with
consequent wider kerfs and greater wastage of wood.
The invention of the band saw in 1808 was seen as the
solution but the problem was that the metal used to
make the continuous ribbon of metal could not stand
up to the stresses involved. It wasn’t until 50 years
later that a process for tempering the steel was invented
in France that enabled the band saw to become a key
factor in the burgeoning of the pine lumbering industry
in eastern Canada.
It has been stated that, “ The development of the
chainsaw represents one of the longest lead-in times in
the history of mechanical technology” ( Broadaxe to
Flying Shear – The mechanization of forest harvesting
east of the Rockies by C. Ross Silversides. 1997). The

concept of a moving chain with teeth was a medical
invention of the late 18th century as a means to cut into
human bones. The first North American patent for a
chainsaw was issued in the United States in 1858, but
James Shand, a Manitoba millright and farmer obtained
a patent in 1918 and took a working model a year later
to British Columbia to try to interest the lumber industry
there - with no success – and his patent lapsed in 1930.
The first production models came from Germany in
1927 and a model was tried in Québec in 1929. By the
mid 1930’s there was an increasing interest especially
in B.C where Bloedel Stewart and Welch tried a twoman saw in 1937. The saws were heavy and it wasn’t
until after World War II with the use of aluminium and
light weight small gas engines that the chain saw as we

have come to know it appeared. The eastern Canadian
pulp and paper industry didn’t seriously adopt it until
the mid 1950’s.
Canadian innovation in tree harvesting is best
illustrated with the Beloit harvester. The idea for such
a machine originated with woodlands staff, Marathon
Paper Mills in Marathon, Ontario. The company
engaged Bob Larson to develop such a machine
and by 1963 a patent was issued and the rights to
manufacture such harvesters were acquired by the
Beloit Corporation in Wisconsin. Another forestry
area of Canadian innovation is that of the development
of container seedling stock for reforestation and certain
types of site preparation equipment, but that is a story
for another time.
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#ItTakesMoneyToFundAForestryCampaign

Putting the fun back in funding
BY P HIL HEARN

“

Thank goodness, some good news. A place for
people to get back to work!’ - Working Forest
website comments, May 27, 2016.
Before writing this epistle for each issue, I usually
peruse the comments section of The Working Forest
website.
The comment quoted above was in response to a
story about the survival of a sawmill after the Fort
McMurray fire. The quote, almost a statement
of relief, is a reminder that forestry, and by that I
mean industrial forestry, is one of the most positive,

EACOM is now purchasing Spruce, Pine and
Fir logs for its Nairn Centre Operations.
We offer competitive pricing for deliveries to
our Nairn Centre Sawmill or to acceptable
storage yards.

exciting and rewarding careers that a young person
can aspire to.
Yet to read the mainstream media, who just
regurgitate the constant misinformation and outright
lies from enviro-activists, young people would be
foolish to embark on a career path in the forestry
profession.
In many cases, family-owned logging operations are
still actively managed by the older family members as
the sons and daughters have often been encouraged
by the family to seek a different career path because
their parents don’t see a strong future for the industry.
Unfortunately, the industry is too often in a position
of defending itself from the negative stereotyping
from various media sources instead of actively
campaigning with the ‘good news story’. As we are
often told, good news doesn’t sell but that is still
no reason not to undertake a well-funded, ongoing
public information campaign. And don’t rely on
governments to do it because politicians are scared
of their own shadows and won’t touch anything
controversial if it might affect their re-election.
The Ontario Forestry Association, now called
Forests Ontario, has always been a leader in
delivering positive messages on forestry and forest

management. Once again, they have launched
another program - #ItTakesAForest.
The messages are simple and eloquent but like
most of these information programs that have gone
before the program will whither and die through lack
of funding.
#ItTakesAForest should be a national campaign
or, at the very least, a national theme that is driven
independently in every province across Canada.
The ads should be on social media, print media,
TV and radio. This is substantial dollars but cosying
up to environmental groups and trying to be friends
has been and will continue to be a disaster. It will
result in the continuous demise of the Canadian forest
industry sector.
Excuse the topical reference, but you have a fight
fire with fire. Environmental groups are extremely
well-funded through a pipeline of primarily US
foundations and trusts who use their money to
influence Canadian natural resources policy.
In the 1990’s, industry launched campaigns such
as “Come In, We’re Open” a national multimedia
campaign led by the CPPA (predecessor organization
to the Forest Products Association of Canada) were
positively affecting public opinion but the funding
dried up when times got tough.
Well they are not any easier
now and the forest sector is no
longer the major contributor to
Canada’s balance of payments.
Forestry is Canada. 10% of the
world’s forests are right here.
Why must we be apologists
for the most economically and
environmentally sustainable
industry in existence? People
want good news, they want to
hear that their forests are wellmanaged and growing. Who is
going to take the lead and when?

Red Pine • White Pine • Spruce • Balsam • White Cedar
• Environmentally Controlled Forestry Thinning
• Buyers of Standing and Felled Timber
• Forestry Management Planning • Property Tax Rebates
• Now Purchasing Logs at Roadside

Buyer of Logs, Pulp and Standing Timber

Nous sommes heureux de travailler avec
vous en français.

CONTACT MARCEL VEILLETTE
Tel: 705-869-4020 ext. 204
Cell: 705-690-6427
Fax: 705-869-2966
Email: marcel.veillette@eacom.ca

WWW.EACOM.CA

Herb Shaw & Sons
Limited
Specializing in the Production of
Utility Poles and Pine Lumber

FORESTRY CONTRACTOR

Now buying

•Red Pine Poles
KEN BELANGER
Wood Procurement
Pembroke, Ontario

613-732-9989

Cell: 613-585-3399

www.shawlumber.ca

RR1 Holland Centre, Ontario N0H 1R0
Rob Beirnes
Forestry Operations Manager

moggievalley@gmail.com

519-794-0018 Fx: 519-794-0019
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WANTED TO BUY

• White Pine Sawlogs
• Softwood Pulp
Phone (613) 735-0796 Cell (613) 639-4100
bgjones@nrtco.net

THE WORKI NG FO R EST O N LI N E
• The Working Forest Is pleased to announce the launch of our NEW!

online
newspaper

Classiﬁed section. Advertise any forestry equipment you need to sell.

• Need to advertise your business? The Working Forest has ad space

available for you! With competitive pricing and diﬀerent spaces available
on both the website and the online newsletter we can work towards
getting your business the attention it deserves.

POPULAR WEBSITE
BI WEEKLY LETTER SENT
RIGHT TO YOUR EMAIL

• For all of your digital needs with The Working Forest contact Shelby
Twilt at newsfeed@workingforest.com or call 1-877-869-00588

COMPETITIVE PRICING

W W W . W O R K I N G F O R E S T. C O M

BOOK NOW

Loretta Causey
Sales and Marketing
Call Loretta. She can help you focus
your message on this tough market.

deadline
Heavy Equipment Issue Space
July 15

Portable Sawmills &
Firewood Processor
newspaper

Call Loretta at 877-869-0588

Canada Wide Distribution

TRUCKING

NURSERIES

Space deadline
September 23

POWDER COATING

SIGNS

Your Future Forests are in the
Palms of Our Hands

•Specializing in Containerized Tree Seedlings
•Multi-Year Transplanted Seedlings Available
R.R. #1 Murillo, ON P0T 2G0 Tel. (807) 935-2626
Fax (807) 935-2190 hillsgrh@tbaytel.net

LUMBER PRODUCTS
Manufacturier de
bois de sciage
Lumber Manufacturer
Tel.: (705) 753-2220
Fax.: (705) 753-4588
Sturgeon Falls, ON

goul a r d l u m b e r @ g o u l a r d l u m b e r. c a

TRUCKS-NORTHEAST
LEWIS MOTOR SALES
(NORTH BAY) INC.
Sales Parts Service Leasing

1-800-461-1631

FORESTRY SUPPLIES

LUMBER PRODUCTS

CAMBRIAN TRUCK CENTRE
Corner of Hwy 17 @ Hwy 69 Bypass

Sudbury

For all of your strapping needs
Steel, Plastic and Tool Repair

White & Red Pine Specialty Products
• Core Boxes
• Mining Timbers
• Hardwoods

877-536-6584

116 Shaver St.
Brantford, ON
N3T 5M1

519-754-5432
Fx: 519-759-3830

www.jemline.com

• Knotty Pine
Paneling
• Cedar Products

1-800-757-4797 Box 300 - Emo - Ontario - P0W 1E0

sales@jemline.com

CONSTRUCTION

ADVERTISING

(705) 560-8661

WWW.CAMBRIANTRUCKS.COM

LUMBER PRODUCTS

Lumber Resources Inc.

BOOK THIS SPACE
FOR A YEAR

We’re buying
KD & Green Hardwood Lumber
Tamarack and Aspen Lumber
Philippe LeBlanc
Quebec City , PQ

ONLY $599 + GST

(418) 624-0038
Cell: (418) 953-3761

Advertise for a year for under

(866) 242-4026

Parts & Serivce MONDAY TO FRIDAY 7am to midnight

www.manitouforest.com

F 705 472 2741
19 HEWITT DR, BOX 1257
NORTH BAY, ON P1B 8K5

TRUCKS - NORTHEAST

$599

pleblanc@rlumber.ca
www.rlumber.ca

Call Loretta 1-877-869-0588
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working
Fast
staying
saFe

husqvarna chainsaws have always met the
high demands of professional users and our
latest all-round saws for land and home
owners continue this tradition.they feature
powerful and efficient X-Torq® engines,
Air injection™ air cleaning and low Vib®
vibration reduction so that you can work
both faster and safer.
For more information visit your local
Husqvarna dealer or husqvarna.ca

CoNNeCt with us oNliNe

FiND YouR husQVARNA At
24 Lookout Heights Place
North Bay, ON P1C 1N2
[T] 705-497-8676
[F] 705-497-7997
[E] hamelins@hamelins.ca
© 2015 husqvarna AB. All rights reserved.

www.hamelins.ca

