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Asian growth
strong
COFI CEO sees bright future
By Lauren Levay

W

ith a few challenges aside, B.C.’s Council
of Forest Industries (COFI) president and
CEO, James Gorman is confident about a
thriving forest sector in the province, which he also
believes is reflective of the industry across Canada.
“These are exciting times for the industry,” Gorman
said. “The industry has come through a tough
period and through excellent management by driving
efficiencies, recapitalizing plants, developing new
products, and expanding to new markets. The BC forest
industry has a bright future.”
Gorman highlighted three areas that give reason
to a successful forest industry for the years to come.
Exports from B.C. have increased, particularly to Asia;
US housing starts are recovering; and the potential for
new wood products to be used more broadly in midrise construction.
“When you look at the economy here [in B.C.], the
forest industry accounted for more than $10 billion in
provincial exports – by far the biggest sector in the
provincial economy,” Gorman commented.
Gorman states a large part of this success can be
attributed to the growth of export markets to Asia. “In
2003 we were 13.5% of Asia’s share of wood imports;
at the end of 2012 we were 41% of that share. It’s been
a remarkable growth.”
There is still immense growth opportunity in
the Asian markets, however, Gorman stresses it
is important to maintain a diverse customer base.
“There is enough demand in Asia to consume
everything we produce in B.C., but it’s important that
we maintain the breadth of our customer base, and that
means ensuring we also continue to meet our North
American customer demand; that demand is on the
rebound,” Gorman said.
The recent announcement of the federal government’s
$600,000 investment to boost lumber exports to India
poses an opportunity for all of Canada. However,
Gorman explains there are other export markets to
focus on as well, giving examples of other markets that
overshadow current Indian exports.
“BC currently hold about a 21% share of India’s
total imports of softwood lumber but the volumes are
small, relatively speaking. We are talking 40 million m3,
$9.4 million. Contrast that to China where BC exports
were $1.1 billion in 2012. In Japan in 2012, we moved
$711 million worth of exports. Even in Korea, we are
at about $57 million.
“India is in its early days, there is no doubt there
is potential,” Gorman continued. “It is one of those
Continued on page 2

Ontario ripe for success - OFIA
‘Hat trick of occurrences’ creates
$8 trillion opportunity
By Ron Grech

T

he stars are aligned for Ontario to be Canada’s
“No. 1 jurisdiction” for the wood products
sector, says the president and chief executive
of the Ontario Forest Industries Association (OFIA).
The key is for government to enable industry to
maximize on a number of favourable developments
that are simultaneously at play, Jamie Lim told The
Working Forest.
This “hat-trick of occurrences,” as Lim described
it, includes the continuing recovery in U.S. housing
starts, changes in Canadian building codes that
will allow the use of timber frames in higher-rise
construction, and the global trend towards “green”
or renewable building
materials which favours
wood.
Lim said Ontario
wood producers have the
opportunity to tap into $8
trillion spent annually in
building construction
worldwide.
These points were
highlighted along with a
list of recommendations

in a written pre-budget submission from the OFIA to
the Standing Committee on Finance and Economic
Affairs in North Bay on Jan. 22. The government
committee has members from all three major political
parties in the province.
“The intent is to make sure members of the finance
committee realize there is a huge opportunity for
Ontario to benefit from this recovery hat-trick,” said
Lim.
Among the list of recommendations, the “most
important” one, she said, calls for the province to
“permanently protect” at least 26 million cubic metres
of wood fibre for the industry on an annual basis.
“It doesn’t matter if it’s a big international company
or a small family-run operation, everyone in the forest
sector needs affordable and accessible renewable
fibre,” said Lim.
Continued on page 2
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markets we need to think about and concentrate more
on, as are places like Vietnam. We touched there prior
to the recession, but it may be time to start to circle
back to those markets.”
Over the next ten years, the potential growth in
North America alone through the expansion of midrise construction using wood could dwarf the market
expansion in Asia, Gorman explained.
“With some of the new wood products, just being
able to go into multi-family, light commercial and multi
storey, it’s remarkable what is possible on a domestic
level.”
Gorman explains that B.C. has been leading the
way to demonstrate new wood technologies in order
to increase the demand of products.
“We’ve seen some great work done by FPInnovations
and UBC in helping develop some of these
technologies… The way the cycle needs to work is we
develop the technology, demonstrate its use and from

there demand for those products and the manufacturing mitigate some of the effects of the AAC drop,” Gorman
explained.
capability will follow,” Gorman said.
The issues surrounding the skilled labour shortages
The B.C. forest sector is not out of the woods yet
are being felt across the country and industry.
however, Gorman explained.
“Labour supply and skilled labour is a real concern. We
“The U.S. softwood lumber agreement expires in
are working closely with government
2015. We are of the view that it’s
around this government’s jobs
an agreement that has benefited
plan, working with post-secondary
both countries and we would like
institutions and secondary schools
to see it renewed and continue to
in order to encourage students to
work collectively with Americans
consider the forest industry,” Gorman
on growing these markets, both
said.
internationally and domestically,”
“It’s becoming a high tech, high
Gorman said.
skilled industry and that has us
Timber supply remains a
competing with a number of industries
significant issue in B.C. as they
for talent. We are going to have to
have recently come out of the
step up in order to be effective in that
mountain pine beetle infestation.
competition.”
“We’ve watched our allowable
COFI is working to close that gap,
annual cut (AAC) go as high as 70
and one example Gorman points to
million m3 and over the next few
James Gorman
is developing programs for middle
years that will drop closer to 40
3
and secondary schools. “We spend
million m . Our milling capacity
is going to have to get realigned to supply… We considerable time in the classroom in order to help
work closely with government and communities to educate about what this sector is.” ◊

OFIA

In fact, it has been in that province’s building code
since 2009.
The OFIA, in its pre-budget recommendations,
Continued from page 1
urged the Ontario government to do the same.
While the focus of discussion on wood consumption
Lim said based on “urban densification plans in the
is often on U.S. housing starts, Lim pointed out GTA (Greater Toronto Area) and Golden Horseshoe
domestic demand for forest products is also on the rise regions, our province has three times the market
and that is mainly being driven by the construction of potential than B.C.”
new multi-unit residential complexes.
Some of the other recommendations the OFIA
That is expected to be further bolstered by a new included in its submission to the finance committee
provision expected in the 2015 edition of the national were:
building code that will allow wood framing to be used For the Ontario government to restore the roads
in six-storey buildings – up from the current standard funding program to its previous level of $75 million
of four storeys.
a year;
British Columbia has already adopted this change.
Develop an industrial
electricity incentive plan
Lumber Market Report (From: Random Lengths updated February 8, 2014
for the forest products
sector in order to
Feb. 7 Jan 31 Feb. 2013
address uncompetitive
366
370
380
KD Western S-P-F #2&Btr 2x4 R/L Mill Price
high energy rates in the
461
471
477
KD Eastern S-P-F #1&2 2x4 R/L - Great Lakes
province;
215
220
410
Northern Central 7/16-inch OSB
Stop experimenting
with tenure reform
All prices in US funds. Prices based on 1000 board feet

b e c a u s e i t ’s
c r e a t i n g
uncertainty within
t h e i n d u s t r y,
and additionally
remove any
references to
the creation of
Local Forest
Management
Corporations
within the Tenure
Modernization
Act; and
Conduct “open
Jamie Lim
and transparent”
socio-economic impact on any future legislation,
regulations and policies – such as any measures under
the Endangered Species Act – that could reduce the
amount of fibre available to Ontario’s forest industry.◊

Owen Noseworthy (Gervais
Forest Products) and Daniel
Ayotte (Gervais Forest Products)
at Liebherr’s 13th Annual
Ice Fishing Tournament near
Sturgeon Falls, Ontario
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Alberta industry education program seeing results
Retiring CEO cites recent successes

tripled at the University of Alberta and at the Northern
Alberta Institute of Technology, respectively, since the
launch of the Work Wild program.
By Ron Grech
“We feel it is the direct result of the work we’ve
fter six years as president and chief executive done the last three years, with Work Wild going into
officer of the Alberta Forest Products high schools.”
Association (AFPA), Brady Whittaker is
Another initiative that benefited under Whittaker’s
stepping down.
direction was the Alberta WoodWORKS program.
Whittaker is especially proud of several AFPA
“The program was somewhat fragmented from the
programs and initiatives that
industry,” Whittaker said, in explaining
have flourished over the past
the status of Alberta WoodWORKS six
few years.
years ago. “Those involved were mostly
One was a program introduced
contractors and they were struggling to
about three years ago called Work
build relationships with the folks who
Wild which promotes to students
were partners in the industry. When I
the diversity of employment
became chair of the AFPA, I thought it
opportunities offered in forestry.
wise to have the WoodWORKS program
“The whole concept was
under our roof. Once it came under the
getting out to the high school
AFPA’s roof, our industry had a better
students and saying if you’re
understanding of what the program
going to be an engineer, good for
was, the provincial government began
you, but choose to be an engineer
to understand it better because of the
in the forest industry,” Whittaker
communication plan we developed, and
explained. “If you’re going to
now the program is doing quite well.”
Brady Whittaker
be a biologist, then choose to
As an example, he cited the united
work in forestry because you can
lobby effort in Alberta to ensure the
be proud of the sustainability and the environmental provincial building code will adopt the new standards
benefits of working in our industry.”
being printed in the national building code which will
The campaign was created in response to the flow of allow six-storey wood-framed buildings (up from four).
graduates who were bypassing forestry and choosing
Looking back on the last six years, Whittaker told
to find work in the oil and gas industry.
The Working Forest if there is anything he is most proud
The effort by AFPA seems to have paid off.
of, it is the way the Alberta forest industry was able to
Whittaker said enrolment in the environmental come out of a crippling economic downturn without
sciences and forestry programs have doubled and closing any member mills.
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“We were fortunate to come out of that without
shutting down any member mills in Alberta,” said
Whittaker. “When times are good, you invest in your
facilities. You optimize them and that will show benefits
when times get tough, because then you can operate at
a lower cost. We got through the tough times because
the Alberta forest industry did just that. We were on
top of new technology and had invested in mills during
the good times.”
It was this combination of savvy investing by mill
owners along with strategic efforts to increase sales of
wood products to Asia which helped the Alberta forest
industry pull through the economic downturn.
Alberta worked in collaboration with B.C. and
agencies like Canada Wood to help expand the export
of wood products to countries like China.
“We’re still shipping product to Asia and now with
the U.S. economy strengthening, we stand to benefit
from both of those markets now.”
With retirement from the AFPA shortly on the
horizon, Whittaker said he and his wife are looking
forward to enjoying some leisure time. Whittaker said
he likes playing golf and tennis, and riding around on
his Harley Davidson motorcycle, so he’s hoping to
spend more time doing those things.
Whittaker’s retirement is effective February 28.
The AFPA board, meanwhile, is looking after the
recruitment process to find a new president and CEO.
The search is currently underway.
The Alberta-based association has 43 industry
members which includes representatives in lumber,
pulp and paper, panel board which includes OSB and
plywood, and secondary wood producers. ◊
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Editorial
The increasing costs of transportation
Trucks and rail to move more forest products will be at a premium in
the next couple of years.
The economy is improving and the health of the forest industry with demand
for lumber and pulp means more trucks on the road, but it won’t necessarily
be the case for lumber cars on rail lines.
With impending changes to the National Building Code to allow for
six storey wooden structures (up from four storeys), the possibilities for
Canada’s wood products in the construction industry will be immense – and
on a domestic level to boot. However, without adequate infrastructure, those
possibilities can be hindered.
The CN and CP lines are stacked with oil shipments. The oil and gas
industry seems to have taken over most of the rail traffic since the pipeline
construction has been held up by politics. The shipments are now impacting
farmers in Saskatchewan who had a record grain harvest last year which is
now backlogged due to an inadequate supply of rail cars. It’s been reported
that Japan has increased imports from the U.S. as a result. Let’s hope the
forest product sector doesn’t face a similar challenge.
Canada expanded and prospered because of the rail lines, yet about half
of them are now being ripped up to make way for recreational trails. This is
a result of increased costs in shipping and the lines not be utilized to their
full potential.
To make shipment by rail more economical, there needs to be a price
advantage built into the cost of transfers at both ends of the rail shipment.
Truck transport has hardly seen improvements, particularly in Northern
Ontario. The main TransCanada highway stretching across the northern part
of the province (most of the province at that!) is no better than it was in the
60’s. That’s 20% of the distance across the nation.
Municipalities have been struggling to keep up with necessary infrastructure
upgrades ever since the province started cutting back on funding in 1997.
The economic advantages of natural resources are shared by the province;
meanwhile, resource based communities are left with the bill to update
infrastructure that is necessary to support industry.
Building a road into the harvest area is getting to be a higher cost than the
value of the timber at the end of the road. Stream crossings and routes are
ridiculously complicated, yet Canadians have been credited with winning the
Second World War with their ‘overnight’ road and bridge building expertise.
Transportation is expensive and difficult. Fuel prices are not reflecting the
‘made-at-home’ gas and oil publicity statements that the financial programs
headline.
Despite all this, in January, industry insiders said they had never seen
the likes of the truck convoys heading across the country. To make sure it
keeps up, we need politicians and bureaucrats across the country to focus
on infrastructure to support our wealth of natural resources. ◊

On The Cover
Mark Clark standing in front of a
pile Douglas fir logs from Woodlot
1726, 30 km southeast of Prince
George, B.C., logged as part of a
mixed stand of Spruce, Douglas
fir and birch. The Douglas fir and
spruce are being sold to Dunkley
Lumber, and some birch is being
sold locally for firewood.

BLOGwatch

Re: Newly posted signs misinform public about logging in
Algonquin Park, ON
Dave Zeppa said on Sun 26th Jan, 2014 at 10:25:
As I have said before.....an educated public would see this Bull for
what it is......where do I sign for the educate the public about logging
revolution??

Company presidents
in the forest industry
should talk to each
other more often. We
all work together for
the same profit margin.
When one link in the
forest industry president
chain is broken the
presidents on either end
of the chain suffer.
I lamented one day
that had I stayed at my
department in Hydro I
might have been a Vice
president by now. “But
you are a president
now” Phil reminded
me.
That is the perception
of many of us who own
and run a business. The
big company guys are
the real ‘presidents.’

Judy’s Message
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But does a big company
president know the price
of fuel for each truck,
what each of his staff
is earning, how much

all delegated. A big
company president is
more likely to know the
investment strategy of
the company and the
currency fluctuations
over the next month.
The people side is left
to human resources
department.
The equipment side is
the job of the operations
group.
Government
policies
affecting
fibre supply is left to
the ‘presidents’ of the
supply companies.
The
contractor
Judy Skidmore
presidents deal with
every big and little
tax is paid, and which detail. Those presidents
piece of equipment is have a lot to offer the
going to go down next? big picture. ◊
Nope - those jobs are

Viewpoint

Environmental “zealots” risk future prosperity

By Gwyn Morgan, Troy Media

From the day the first Europeans set foot on our soil,
Canada’s resources have been the core of our nation’s
development.
It started with fur traders who endured danger and
deprivation exploring Canada’s vast wilderness followed
by the forest workers who wrestled hug logs to tidewater.
Then came the hardy and determined settlers who turned
soil frozen half of the year into a breadbasket of the world,
creating the driving force behind the most important

project in Canadian history, the building of a national
railroad. Steam locomotives require large amounts of
coal, motivating the first underground mines. Then in
1883, during the construction of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, nickel-copper ore was discovered near Sudbury,
Ontario, launching a huge metals mining development.
That same year, thousands of kilometres to the west,
the national railway helped launch Alberta’s petroleum
industry when a well drilled to supply water for steam
locomotives struck natural gas. It would be another four
decades before production from Alberta’s first major
oil field began in 1936 at Turner Valley. Remarkably,
what has become Canada’s most notable oil resource
was discovered 158 years earlier when, in 1778, fur
trader Peter Pond became the first European to witness
bitumen seeping from oil sands along the banks of the
Athabasca River. He learned that natives had long mixed
that bitumen with pine tar to seal their canoes.
Our country’s rich endowment of resources was pivotal
to the building of this nation and remains fundamental to
the prosperity that makes Canada one of the best places
in the world to live.
Natural Resources Canada’s most recent data shows
that the resource sector generated 1.6 million jobs and
$233 billion in export revenues in 2011. But the potential
is even greater. Resource development companies are
planning to invest a staggering $650 billion in hundreds
of Canadian projects over the next decade. Economic
research firm Informetrica estimates these projects will
add $1.4 trillion to Canada’s GDP and create an average
of 600,000 jobs per year.
Just as past resource development has been the key
driver to our nation’s privileged living standard, these
new projects are crucial to preserving that prosperity,
anchoring the careers of many young Canadians while
providing the financial underpinning for our generous
social programs.
But what are the chances that those investments
will actually occur? While a perennial optimist, I
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worry that most will be stymied by the actions of
environmental zealots who oppose virtually every
mine, pipeline or hydroelectric project. That Canadian
environmental standards rank among the worlds’ best
and are administered by regulatory agencies staffed
with highly qualified scientific experts matters little in
the public opinion marketplace where fear-instilling
propaganda lacking scientific foundation all too often
wins the day.
The proposed Northern Gateway oil pipeline is a
prime example. Opponents would have us believe that
environment-wrecking oil spills are inevitable. Yet every
day in Canada, some three million barrels of oil is safely
transported through oil pipelines. The design criteria of
Northern Gateway would make it the most robust and
reliable oil pipeline ever built in Canada, and very likely
the whole world.
Anti-pipeline propaganda has not only been successful
in instilling fear in the general public, but also in First
Nations who live near the proposed route. That the courts
and our politicians have conceded a defacto veto to First
Nations means that, even if it wins authorization in
accordance with the laws the land, this project crucial to
Canada’s economic future may never be built.
Canadians today stand on the shoulders of previous,
less-fortunate generations whose determination, courage
and hard work carved a livelihood out of a harsh and
unforgiving wilderness. Few of their achievements would
have been possible had every new initiative been met with
such strident kneejerk opposition.
As another New Year dawns, my wish for Canada is
that the previously apathetic “silent” majority rises up
to prevent our new nation builders from being stymied
by a highly vocal minority with an ideologically-driven
agenda that doesn’t include creating prosperity and jobs.
(Gwyn Morgan is a retired Canadian business leader who
has been a director of five global corporations.)
Republished with permission from www.troymedia.com ◊

Back to work after the pine beetle
Allowable annual cut expected
to increase in 10-15 years
By Lauren Levay

F

or the first time in 5 years, logging operations
are finally taking place on Mark Clark’s
woodlot which is situated 20 minutes southeast
of Prince George, British Columbia.
“We just came out of the mountain pine beetle
infestation,” said Clark, one of the owners of
Goodwood Forest Products which holds the licence
for the 800ha woodlot. “We logged about 200ha of
beetle wood which really crushed our annual allowable
cut. We went from 3000m3 per year to about 1400m3.
It’s pretty significant and is a direct impact of logging
more dead pine trees than what we are growing,” he
remarked.
Clark and his partner, Ken Pedersen began the
company in 1998 when they were awarded the woodlot
licence in a competitive process. After about a two
year process to get plans and permits in place, Clark
and Pedersen were faced with a battle which they have
only just begun to recover from: the mountain pine
beetle infestation.
With the dead pine trees logged and sold, Clark
said they have completed a new timber inventory and
recalculated the allowable annual cut. “We
have a reasonable idea of where it’s going
to be for the next 120 years or so,” Clark
said. “Depending on how our plantations
do, the fall down effect from the
beetle harvest will be felt
for another 10-15
years. After
that, we
expect
our

Anything that impacts local woodlot holders, and that
they bring up with their local associations.” Clark said.
As president of the Federation and a woodlot
licensee himself, the largest issue Clark currently
recognizes is the impacts of the mountain pine beetle
and the reduction of the allowable annual cut. “There
is a limit about how small you can be and still call it
a business,” Clark said.
“On the positive side, our woodlots have an
effective permitting and licencing process we worked
out with the provincial government. We have what we
call a woodlot licence plan. It’s a 20 year document
that tells everyone where we are going to log and
what we are going to do. Once there’s an approved
woodlot licence plan in place, the processes to get
the necessary permits to build roads and log are fairly
straightforward.”
After graduating from British Columbia Institute
of Technology in Burnaby, Clark went to Mackenzie
to work for British Columbia Forest Products as a
field engineer laying out roads and cut-blocks in the
1970s. He returned to school in the mid-70s, attaining
his Forestry Degree from Vancouver’s University
of British Columbia in 1980. “I had my graduation
ceremony and wedding all in one weekend. We
decided to move north to Prince George for a few years
with intentions to move back to the coast. 30 years
later this is pretty much home,” said the Mission, B.C.
born entrepreneur.
As log prices continue to come back up, Goodwood’s
logs continue to be highly sought after in Prince George.
“We are making more money logging fewer cubic
meters than we did during the mountain pine beetle
infestation. Our wood is close to town and relatively
easy to log so it makes it more attractive,” Clark said.
As for the industry, Clark is confident Canadian
forest products will be seeing positive signs continue
in 2014. “It’s certain in this part of the world and
we have a very efficient system now. The mills that
are surviving are going to be very good mills. As a
consequence, when you sell them logs, you don’t
have to worry about the cheques bouncing,” Clark
commented.
Clark’s main issue now is figuring out a
succession plan for the woodlot. “My
daughter is in the medical field and the
idea of being a logger isn’t of interest to
her. Ken has some offspring who might
be interested in taking it on as a project.
It’s a lifelong deal, it isn’t a one shot and
move on kind of thing,” he said.
“They are saleable, but we prefer to
keep it in the family. With all our plans
we put in place 10-15 years ago, some
are starting to work. So we’ve developed
Carl Kienzle, Eko-Logging Ltd. and Mark
this long term view with that piece of the
Clark, Goodwood Forest Products, standing
world. Maybe I’m just an optimist, but
I’m hoping we can find someone to carry
in front of a load of Douglas fir bound for
it on,” said Clark. ◊
Dunkley Lumber

annual cut will come screaming back up to about
3-4000 m3.”
This year, Douglas fir, white spruce and balsam
are being logged and sold to Dunkley Lumber, 60km
south of Prince George. “We are having an issue with
birch, there doesn’t seem to be a market for it. We‘ve
actually just made arrangements to sell it as firewood,”
Clark said.
Goodwood Forest Products hired a stump to dump
contractor, Carl Kienzle of Eko-Log Contracting to
fulfill this year’s logging operations. “The temperature
is forecasted to go up to plus 6 for a few days which
isn’t good for us because we are doing winter logging,”
Clark said in mid-January. “The weather has been
excellent until now. Getting snow isn’t a bad thing
because we use the snow to build our roads so we don’t
have to do as much digging. Carl has a grader to keep
the trucks running and is prepared for the weather, but
if it’s mild for too long we would do some damage to
our roads. I suspect we’ll delay the haul for a couple
days until we get some better weather.”
When Clark isn’t focusing his attention on Goodwood
and his woodlot, he works as an environmental
consultant. “Right now I’m working in the mining
industry at a gold mine up the road from Prince George.
I’m currently working on building fish habitat.”
With an ambitious schedule, Clark also manages to
fit in time for a volunteer position as the president
of the Federation of BC Woodlot Associations. “The
Federation represents the interests of 857 licensees
across BC. We deal
with everything
from the Speciesat-Risk Act,
planning
and permitting
processes,
sometimes
e v e n
taxation.
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Truck dealers seeing higher sales in forestry
Upgrades expected despite
weak loonie
By Michael B. Humble

W

hile fluctuations in the forest industry over
the past six to seven years have lead to
a downturn in heavy truck sales, dealers
across Ontario are saying things are looking up for 2014.
Maurice Belanger, Sales Manager at Cambrian Truck
Centre in Sudbury, Ontario explained that heavy truck
sales have been down dramatically over the past few
years in all aspects of truck sales, but mostly in the
forest industry.
“As a matter
of fact, it has
been the worst
5 consecutive
years in truck
sales during
my 40 years in
the business,”
Belanger said.
“However, the
impact of forest
fires, insect
infestations,
and particularly
Maurice Belanger
economic growth
in the Chinese and American markets has led to an
increased demand for raw lumber and finished wood
products. This has encouraged and allowed companies and
owner/operators to buy new trucks to replace aging units.”
Belanger said the forest industry has been a
strong portion of their truck sales in the past.
“We are looking forward to it being a good part
of our increase in sales for the next few years.”
Cambrian Truck Centre is the authorized dealer for
Western Star trucks which had its beginnings in 1967 in
British Columbia and concentrated on the logging industry.
Belanger explained that many of the companies they
supply have been focussed on making repairs to existing
equipment over the past four to five years. He hopes that
will change this year and feels that many of their customers
will be looking to upgrade aging fleets of heavy trucks.
“With the exchange rate increases in the last few months,
it will help increase exports to the U.S.,” Belanger added.
There have been many changes within the trucking
industry including new regulations for self-steer air lift
axles and as of January 2010, a shift to the production
of new engines that incorporate Diesel Exhaust Fluid
technology. Belanger explained that these engines

are better for the environment thanks to improved year, he admits that it is hard to accurately predict.
“With the value of the dollar going down, there will
fuel economy and a clean air burn rate of 99 per cent.
“It was a new innovation at the time, but people probably be more exporting of lumber, which is good,
but that also means that
are used to it now and are starting to
upgrade older trucks to get the most out of
the cost of trucks is going
up,” Levesque explained.
the new standards,” Belanger explained.
Levesque has noticed that
“Overall, we are looking to a prosperous
year with steady growth for the
some of his customers have
been using glider kits over the
next few years,” Belanger concluded.
Marc Levesque, Sales Manager at All North
past few years. With a glider
kit, customers can buy a new
Truck Centre in Lively, Ontario, admits that
truck chassis and install an
some people will always want the latest and
older engine. He believes
greatest rather than investing in repairs for
this is an appealing direction
aging fleets, but that many people still prefer
to invest $30,000 into repairs rather than
for some people because
it allows them to avoid the
spending $120,000 to $150,000 on a new truck.
All North specializes in Mack and Volvo
U.S. regulated emission
systems that are required in
trucks and Levesque admits that 2013 got
Marc Levesque
off to a slow start for his company, a fact that
new factory built vehicles.
he readily attributes to the slowdown in the mining “Many operators like to be able to pop their truck open and
industry, and less than expected volumes for the forestry fix the problem themselves but it’s different with computers;
industry. Traditionally All North does 70% of their sales you can’t just tinker to fix a computer,” Levesque said.
in the spring season as the resource-based industries
Continued on page 13
gear up and while Levesque is optimistic for the coming

THEWORKING
WORKINGFOREST
FOREST- -PAGE
PAGE94- -Winter
Winter#1
#2 -- 2008
THE
2014

Resurgence in forestry sector
Obstacles hindering benefits from
recovery
By Lauren Levay

O

ntario truckers are seeing a resurgence in the
forestry sector, however, several obstacles
remain before companies can benefit from
the recovery.
Gino Hince of Hince Transport in Hearst, Ontario
has been busy with the recent improvements in the
forestry sector, but there several issues that have led
to decreasing profits, particularly for 2013.
“2012 was much better for us. There is a lot of
work in 2013, but there seems to be less profit,”
Hince lamented. New engines, a frigid winter, driver
shortages, inadequate haul rates, and unsatisfactory
road conditions are cited among his main concerns.
“At the end of the day, it’s a higher cost of operation,”
Hince said. The company runs a total of 18 Freightliner
and Peterbilt trucks, most of them flatbed trucks, and
has 22 employees. Their trucks run from Hearst, to
southern Ontario, Quebec and Winnipeg.
Winter hauling was off to a rough start, noted Hince,
with temperatures below normal beginning as early as
December 15th. “Because of the new regulations, the
new generation of trucks are not working well in the
cold weather. There is a lot of down time…The new
engine emissions is bad for us people up north. Some
people haven’t even changed their trucks because of it.”
Poorly maintained roads have also impacted business.
“Over the last few winters, drivers haven’t been happy
about the roads. It’s snow packed because they aren’t
staying on top of maintenance,” Hince said.
Following the interview with Hince and increasing
public pressure, the Ministry of Transportation fined
four contractors responsible for five maintenance areas
in Northeastern Ontario for substandard conditions.
Since 2000, the ministry has outsourced almost 100
per cent of highway maintenance.
With increases in fuel and licence fees, Hince said it
is becoming increasingly difficult to keep up with the
drivers and their needs. “It’s a higher cost for every
driver on the road.”

Increases in fees to cross the U.S. boarder are also
impacting the bottom line, Hince said. “We cross into
the U.S. quite a bit. It used to be $5 per truck to cross
the bridge. Now it went up to $10.75 in a one shot deal.
We’re trying to provide drivers with a hike in salary,
but we just can’t at the moment because of the higher
costs of everything.”
Hince is currently working on increasing his haul
rates. “We are trying to negotiate new rates with
companies. It looks brighter for the wood companies
around our area.
We have been able
to achieve some
increases,” Hince
commented.
The issue
surrounding
the shortage of
highway drivers
is being further
complicated
by insurance
coverage, Hince
explained.
Because highway
driving involves
being away from
Gino Hince
home for 2-3
days in a row, any new drivers tend to be younger
individuals. But Hince says there is a maximum number
of employees under 25 his insurance allows. “I can
only take one person under 25. Kids can’t start at 18
anymore, like I did 30 years ago. The insurance rates
aren’t bad, but it seems like want to run your company.”
Hince remembers the days each truck would have
5-10 drivers ready to start. “Now, you are asking what
kind of truck the driver wants,” he said. “We could
have 25 trucks for sure right now, but I can’t buy a new
truck with no drivers.”
Kindelane Enterprises in Vermilion Bay, Ontario
is well positioned to benefit from the resurgence of
the forest sector in Northwestern Ontario. After her
husband Bill suffered a fatal stroke while driving his
stock car last fall, Teena Reimer has taken the helm at
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the company but is finding it increasingly difficult to
keep up with the business.
The company is currently running seven Peterbilt
trucks, has 11 employees and two shops; one in
Vermilion Bay and another in Ear Falls.
“The Ear Falls sawmill is expected to open this
spring. It will put all those jobs back on the market,”
Reimer commented. With a shop in Ear Falls, and
their main shop located on Highway 105, just North of
Vermilion Bay, Reimer believes the business is poised
for success.
Ready to retire and lacking the essential knowledge
her husband had of the business, Reimer believes now is
the time to sell. “Ear Falls Mill keeps calling us to see if
we can help. They need trucks to haul logs now, and later
when they are up and running they will need lumber
and chips hauled. This is the opportunity that Bill was
waiting for. He stood firm in his belief that the forest
industry would
turn around and
do well again,”
Reimer said.
The company
currently hauls
roundwood and
wood chips for St.
Onge Logging, a
private contractor
in the Sioux
Lookout area
who supplies
We y e r h a e u s e r
Tr u s J o i s t i n
Kenora and the
Teena Reimer
Domtar Mill in
Dryden. “They do
the contract, we just do the loading and the hauling for
them. They have some trucks of their own as well,”
Reimer said.
“We have downsized somewhat due to the heavy
workload, which was a hard decision. Trucks and
drivers are in great demand with so many companies
looking to get their products hauled.”
Road conditions have been an increasing concern
this winter, Reimer explained. “November caught us
with a lot of black ice and one snow fall after another,
which caused several serious accidents,” Reimer said,
noting that she had trucks stuck behind a 16 truck
pile-up at one point.

being felt by Ontario truckers
The Vermilion Bay shop has two full bays and
plentiful storage and office space. The shop in Ear Falls
is more orientated to servicing with its one large bay.
Reimer is confident the location of each will attract a
buyer. The main shop is situated on 110 acres and also
includes a two storey three bedroom home.
“Overall, if someone is looking to set up a business,
they will find an opportunity here to do it successfully,”
Reimer said.
As a manufacturer and distributor of soil and mulch,
Waterloo, Ontario’s Gro-Bark is not heavily impacted
by the fluctuations in the economy, manager of logistics,
Jim Peterson told The Working Forest.
“We have a closed system, so it’s more or less always
the same for us. We may have increased bus but because
it’s a closed system we don’t get a lot of variance that
is subject to what is happening in the industry. We are
affected by the economy at large, but less significantly,”
Peterson said.
Gro-Bark uses a fleet of Western Star and Kenworth

trucks, equipped with walking floor trailers to haul it takes up a lot of power and can take a while to get
chips and bark from mills throughout Ontario and select going. It’s not an overwhelming issue though.”
Quebec locations to various customers in
Old trailers are slowly
southern Ontario. “We haul chips and bark
being phased out with the
to mills that use chips or may burn bark for
new SPIF(Safe, Productive,
fuel,” Peterson added.
Infrastructure-Friendly)
The cold winter and high amounts of
compliant units, Peterson said.
snowfall this year have created many
“The issues for us are because
challenges for the company.
the types of lift axle we used
“Everything is slower in the winter. We do
to use are now steering axles.
almost half of what we normally do because
You are more likely to have
everything is just slower in the winter. This
mechanical issues with the
winter has been worse by a long shot. The
steering axle because there is
cold causes a lot of break downs. When
more pivoting. It adds stresse
we get towards New Liskeard, the fuel
on the trailer because steering
pumps are gelling, so it’s been difficult,”
axles don’t turn as effectively
Peterson said.
as lift axles did.”
The sheer amount of snow has also been
Though there have been no
Jim Peterson
slowing down operations, he noted. The
immediate impacts of a driver
Muskoka areas have received so much snow that the shortage, there is increasing concern surrounding the
snow banks are said to issue. “To be a driver with us, you have to have your
be up to 6 feet high. “The A-Z licence, experience driving heavy spec multi-axle
drivers say it looks like units and you have to know how to operate heavy
a tunnel when you are equipment. When you add those pieces, the pool of
going through,” Peterson people we can hire is getting smaller and smaller,”
said.
Peterson said.
Concerns surrounding
If current trends continue, Peterson said the company
the new engines aren’t would have to resort to hiring less qualified drivers,
being felt, but Peterson which can bring on a whole other set of concerns.
said, “it takes a while “There are many things that can go wrong,” he said,
for them to warm up in such as “Backing up without getting a steering axle
the morning. You have to positioned correctly which can tear off a steering axle,
heat up the diesel exhaust hitting a car or damaging someone’s property while
fluid (DEF) with heat backing up. So we just may have more issues like that
from the radiator… so in the future.” ◊

Lucille Savage and Yvon Goulard (Goulard Lumber) at
Liebherr’s 13th Annual Ice Fishing Tournament, near
Sturgeon Falls, Ontario
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Northern Ontario mayors share highway concerns
years ago, the province stopped putting money into
“It would have been a smaller allocation but at least
Connecting Link program which used to help cover it’s like the gas tax, you could count on it, budget for
the cost for repairs on municipal
it and plan around it,” Spacek
thoroughfares that linked provincial
explained. “But for whatever
By Ron Grech
highways.
reason, they went with the lottery
ntario communities that have heavy logging
Canfield said, “That’s where the
system again ... So we were very
trucks rumbling through their towns on big hit was, the Connecting Link and
disappointed – both FONOM and
a regular basis are
the bridges that were
AMO – that the government didn’t
struggling to pay for the upkeep
downloaded in 1997
accept the recommendations from
of roads since the province cut
have literally cost us
organizations that represent all
back on infrastructure funding.
millions and millions
municipalities. So we have now
Kenora Mayor Dave Canfield
of dollars. We have
turned our efforts on ensuring that
said there is “no doubt” the quality
19 bridges in Kenora
when they design the permanent
of roads in communities that
and the majority of
system on infrastructure funding,
have resource-based industries
them ... were funded
that they take into account the input
are particularly being affected by
100 per cent by the
we’ve already provided.”
these cutbacks.
province. Municipal
Canfield said whatever funding
“We only have one mill running
bridges and the ones
formula the province comes up with,
Tom Laughren
right now but with the other one,
on the connecting link
it should also take into account that
Kenora Forest Products starting
on the TransCanada Highway were different municipalities have varying levels of needs.
up in the spring, it will put a lot
funded at 90 per cent in the former Town
“Whenever they come up with some funding, it’s one
more trucks on the road and a
of Kenora. That funding completely size fits all,” the Kenora mayor said. “Well, there’s a
lot more stress on the in-town
disappeared.”
lot of municipalities that have very little infrastructure
Dave Canfield
infrastructure, so it will have a
To address growing concerns about and yet they still get the same amount of funding that
huge impact,” he said.
deteriorating roads, Ontario Infrastructure Minister other municipalities do. Breaking through that barrier
Timmins Mayor Tom Laughren admits it is a double Glen Murray offered last year a one-time $100-million is a tough one for us because we have a tremendous
edged sword for these municipalities.
fund which municipalities could apply for and tap into. amount of infrastructure for a city of 16,000 people,
“If the logging trucks and the mining trucks stopped
This was not the solution municipal leaders were and so it’s a matter of getting a formula that works for
going through Timmins, then obviously our local asking for, said Kapuskasing Mayor Al Spacek, who those municipalities that have a lot more infrastructure
economy would be pretty poor,” he said.
is also president of the Federation of Northern Ontario
than others.”
Municipal leaders point to the downloading of Municipalities (FONOM).
Laughren
provincial highways onto municipalities as the start of
“For too long we’ve been subject to the lottery system
believes the
their problems in trying to maintain local roads. Two when it comes to funding,” said Spacek.
solution lies
“Especially for small
in
shared
municipalities that don’t
involvement with
have the resources to do
both upper-tier
the engineering and to put
governments.
together the applications
“There definitely
that are required for the
needs to be a new
lottery system, they often
formula and there
spend money doing this and
definitely needs
then don’t get the funding.”
to be participation
FONOM along with
from the province
the broader voice of
and the feds,” the
the Association of
Timmins mayor
Al Spacek
Municipalities of Ontario
said. “I think the
( A M O ) h a d j o i n t l y only way you can move ahead with infrastructure in
recommended a formula to any of the northern communities, in my mind, is to
the government that would have a partnership with the feds, the province and the
have provided communities municipalities. I’m not going to say that’s one-third,
with a guaranteed allocation one-third, one-third. In some cases, it might be 40, 40
each year for repairing and 20.”◊
roads.

Quality of roads affected by cut-backs

O

Skip Brown (Doug Neimi Trucking), Rosanne Brown,
Kelly Neimi, Doug Neimi (Doug Neimi Trucking), Stephane
Thibault (Mid North Recycle) and Kathy Gascon at
Liebherr’s 13 Annual Ice Fishing Tournament
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B.C. contractor wins legal battle over blockade
Court faults B.C. government for
flawed consultation
By Lauren Levay

A

fter nearly a decade of legal battle, a recent
decision by the B.C. Supreme Court found
the B.C. government liable for $1.75 million
in damages owed to a logging company, Moulton
Contracting Ltd., for failing to notify the company of
a road blockade in 2006.
Lawyer Laura Gill of Bennett Jones, Calgary, called
to the bar in both B.C. and Alberta, spoke to The
Working Forest about the significance of this recent
decision. “This sets a unique precedent going forward,”
Gill said. “It’s the first case of its kind that I’m aware
of where the Crown has been found directly liable to a
private organization for damages arising from a flawed
consultation process,” Gill said.
In Behn v Moulton Contracting Ltd, the logging
company was granted two timber licences and a road
permit by the B.C. Ministry of Forest (MOF). After
members of the Fort Nelson First Nation launched a

Truck sales
Continued from page 9

Levesque believes that while sales are great
for his company’s bottom line, it is their
diversity that keeps them successful, despite
the fluctuations in the resource industries.
“We do leasing as well as preventative
maintenance which is appealing to many of our
smaller, individual operators,” Levesque said.
Staying competitive and maintaining the
bottom line means different approaches to the
business. Levesque says that one of the biggest
challenges to diversity is finding quality trained
people to maintain the repair end of his business.
“There are very good jobs in the trades, everything from
traditional hands-on work to newer computer diagnostics,
but it isn’t always easy to find those people,” he said.
Paul Desjardins, the General Manager at Lewis Motor
Sales in North
B a y, O n t a r i o
explained
that the forest
industry has
always been one
of their strongest
sectors for new
truck sales, parts
and service
and despite the
industry’s slide
throughout the
early 2000s, and
the big collapse in
2008, he remains
Paul Desjardins
optimistic.
“We keep track
of the forest industry and any positive new trends or
export potential and with the falling loonie, it is a good
sign for us,” Desjardins explained. The down side is
it causes price increases for equipment but the up side
are exports, which is key for this industry’s recovery.
With optimistic forecasts for in 2014, Lewis
Motor Sales, who specialize in International

blockade in October 2006 leading to the loss of timber kind that I’m aware of where the Crown has been
sells and repossessions of equipment, the company sued found directly liable to a private organization for
damages arising from a flawed
the government, Fort Nelson First
Nation and several band members.
consultation process,” she added.
“In Moulton, the Crown consultation
A B.C. timber sales official was
told by George Behn, a member of
process happened before the contract
the Forest Nelson First Nation, in
was awarded. It’s difficult to say
[whether more similar cases could
late 2006 that he would be stopping
the logging activity.
arise] because often resource
proponents will be involved in the
The court dismissed claims against
the Behn Family and the First
consultation process,” Gill said.
Nation, while concluding that the
When companies are working
around First Nation traditional
Crown had implied obligations
through the licence to warn the
lands, Gill advises that contractors
should seek out information about
company of an imminent blockade.
“The court found that the province
First Nations activity in the area.
of BC was liable for breaching an
Gill explains that contractors “have
implied term in the timber licence
a right to conduct their operations in
Laura Gill
accordance with the terms of their
that it was not aware of any First
Nation expressing dissatisfaction
permit or licence until a successful
with the consultation process that had been undertaken judicial review or appeal of the permit has been
by the Crown,” Gill said. “It’s the first case of its mounted.” ◊
Trucks is looking to bring in more heavy
power for both on highway and for logging.
Desjardins also keeps track of laws governing the
trucking industry itself and believes that a recent push
by the OTA to extend the base length of B-trains from
23 to 25 metres is a positive step. This will allow for
longer tractors to accommodate for auxiliary power
units that are frame mounted and for the much needed
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moose bumpers. These longer truck laws will also
have a positive impact on sales in the near future.
Desjardins doesn’t feel there will be too many real
innovations in heavy trucking coming in the next
few years because he said that the four changes in
emissions standards over the past 10 years has led
to all truck and engine builders to play catch up with
the Environmental Protection Agency’s standards. ◊

East coast forest entrepreneur
NL company works across Eastern
and Central Canada
By Lauren Levay

H

arnessing entrepreneurial spirit has been
paying off for a Newfoundland and Labrador
Registered Professional Forester (RPF) who
found himself bouncing from one seasonal job to the
next.
Adam Anderson worked across Canada in a variety
of forest technician and silvicultural roles following his
post-secondary education - until he took opportunity
into his own hands and started Resource Innovations
Inc., a forest management company in 2007, based in
Corner Brook, Newfoundland and Labrador.
“I was working in Ontario in early 2006 and I always
had a passion to get back to Newfoundland. Long term
full-time positions weren’t available in abundance and
I’m the type of person who doesn’t like any downtime
throughout the year,” Anderson commented.
With a technical forest diploma from the College
of the North Atlantic in Corner Brook and a Bachelor
of Science in Forestry from the University of New
Brunswick, Anderson found himself working across
Canada in a variety of seasonal roles. “It was amazing
to gain experience and to explore different regions of
Canada, but I still was looking for somewhere to put
down roots and start a long-term career,” Anderson said.
After brainstorming ideas with a friend and former
business partner to keep busy, the pair eventually started
to evaluate themselves as potential entrepreneurs.
Further research identified a number of opportunities
in Newfoundland which resulted in the duo landing a

couple of small contracts.
projects, while at the same time trying to work within
“The first contracts were challenging to identify and a realm of where our expertise lies. We’ve done work
subsequently land as we had to prove to our clients for the Provincial Governments in Newfoundland and
that we were experienced and capable of meeting their Labrador, Ontario, and Manitoba, and we’ve worked
needs,” Anderson said. Seven
for a number of private companies and nonyears later, the company has
profit organizations,” Anderson said.
trained and employed over
With a customer base stretching across
200 seasonal and full-time
Eastern and Central Canada, Anderson finds
employees and currently staffs
himself spending more time away from
a team of seven full-time
home. However, he says up to 80% of the
employees.
work for out of province customers can be
The company has three main
done within the Corner Brook head office
pillars, Anderson explained.
thanks to current technology.
“Forest and environmental
“In Ontario for example, we are doing
management is the corner
forest inventory work where over half of
stone of what we do. We work
the work, such as soft copy interpretation,
with a variety of clients to
can be done in our head office. In any given
help design and implement
year we can have crews in Ontario for about
large-scale forest management
6-8 months out of the year doing forest
Adam Anderson
activities, ranging from forest
inventory plots, as well as interpretation
regeneration, forest harvest
staff in Newfoundland working on the same
planning, ecological land mapping and various other project,” Anderson said.
research initiatives.”
His outlook for the industry is positive, but as more
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and mapping time and research is invested in innovation and value
services has also become a large part of the company, added forest products, Anderson is more and more
Anderson said. “Using GIS to conduct land based optimistic for the future of the industry across Canada.
analyses has always been a part of what we do, and
“When I started school, the industry was more reliant
has grown into one of our highest demand services in on a lesser amount of products. In Newfoundland, we
recent years.”
saw two of our major pulp mills shut down over the
The last pillar is one that has formed over the last last 10 years. Only having one pulp mill running in
few years as forestry began to diversify and seek new the province severely impacts the sawmill industry.
markets, Anderson explained. “Bioenergy research is Particularly in Newfoundland, our products are
a smaller aspect of what we do. I have been on a few limited due to the tree size and species. There is a huge
international trips looking at bioenergy systems, supply opportunity, both provincially and nationally, in putting
chains and processing thought and research into how we can optimize our
techniques in places like resources into the most suitable products for current
Finland and Australia.”
and future markets,” Anderson said.
Their customer base is
Research and innovations in biotechnology and
broad, which is welcomed bioenergy is one avenue Anderson has seen potential,
by Anderson who believes but he also points to structural building materials as a
it has not only led them major market opportunity for wood. He explains that
to new ventures such as other provinces are leading the way by changing their
bioenergy, but has been a building codes to allow for 6 storey wooden structures
key element in keeping the (BC, QC). “I hope the rest of Canada will follow suit
company diverse, leading because that is an absolute opportunity for the industry
to its overall success.
and for our products across Canada,” Anderson said.
“We always try to stay
Ultimately, Anderson believes it has been the
involved with a variety of downturn in the industry that led to so many innovations
and advancements
in new products and
technology. Similarly,
Anderson attributes
the success of
Resource Innovations
to searching for
opportunity, even when
one mill began to close
after another. ◊
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Nortrax summit hears forestry huge and healthy
Recent growth expected to continue
By The Working Forest staff

N

ortrax, the John Deere dealer for Ontario,
Quebec and Newfoundland, heard the local
and national outlook for the forest industry
at their forest summit, in Timmins, Ontario January
24. Cedar Meadows resort was chosen for this year’s
three day company event.
The Working Forest newspaper former publisher,
Judy Skidmore reviewed the local and international
outlook for forestry.
The Northeastern Ontario forest, surrounding
Timmins, was reviewed by Skidmore. “This Northern
forest is the best and most productive forest in
Ontario,”she said. “It may be the best forest in eastern
Canada.”
There are significant challenges to accessing the
forest for harvest. Road building is the most expensive
part of the operation. Often the harvest allowed is so
small that road costs exceed the value of the harvest.
She went on to say that the bureaucratic restrictions
are piling up in the planning stage. That means
harvesting plans are severely restricted and increase
costs. Restrictions are imposed by the government for
insect, bird and animal species, including caribou, fire
simulation cuts, visual restrictions, seasonal tourism
restrictions, etc.
The eastern Northern Ontario forest is huge,
productive, and renewing itself very successfully.
There is a strong case for harvesting significantly more
forest. Without recognition that our forest is strong and

healthy, an industry advantage can be lost. A mistaken pulp should strengthen the industry output balance.
public perception, that there is an adverse health and
Approximately 35 Nortrax staff attended the
company event.◊
size of the forest is going to hit the local economy
significantly, Skidmore explained.
Internationally, growth in the lumber
industry is expected to increase
an additional 5%, similar
to last year. An additional
10% growth over the
next couple of years
will take the industry
to the expected
strong market
level of the
future. Growth
is continuing
in the US
housing
market,
and in the
Chinese
d e m a n d
f o r l u m b e r.
The Canadian
dollar decline
is assisting the
domestic industry.
The anticipated
5% currency boost
Nortrax Canada forestry summit in Timmins. (L-R) Michael
to the industry,
Rugeroni VP Nortrax Canada, David St Martin The Working
combined with the
Forest, Don Switzer President Nortrax Canada, Judy
increasing demand
Skidmore
The Working Forest, Des Bisson Nortrax Canada
for lumber and
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Increasing efficiency in road maintenance
FPInnovations develops
grader analysis tool
By Lauren Levay

A

well-known device that collects information
on performance and productivity of forestry
equipment, FPDat, has been adapted and is
now available for graders, giving the ability to optimize
road maintenance and costs. FPInnovations’ Research
Reader for the resource roads group, Glen Légère said
the product is in its final stages of testing and ready
to hit the market.
FPDat Grader comprises two components: a data
logging device (FPDat), which earlier models are
currently operating in harvesting related equipment
across Canada; and a centralized database (FPTrak),
accessible online from any computer.
“What’s new here is we adapted the system for
graders,” said Légère. “We added a component
to the data logger, an
accelerometer. It’s a
roughness sensor we
put near the blade of the
grader and it measures
the activity of the
blade.”
Currently, there is no
way to document which
sections of a road have
been graded and which
sections the machine
was only travelling.
“Member companies
have been asking us
for a system that can
track this information,”
Légère said.
“ We n o w k n o w
exactly when the blade
was down,” Légère
explained, “And
through our FPTrak
software you can
determine the number
of kilometres graded
per week, day or month
on a section of road. We
get everything else you
would normally get in
a forestry machine, like
downtime, and idling,
as a key performance
indicator in the FPTrak
reporting system.”
Other features that
have been adapted for
the device is a display
screen in the operating
cab which can be used
for navigation. This
feature is of great
interest for operators,
L é g è r e s a y s . “ We
can load shapefiles
of a particular area of
concern on a road. If a
grader is approaching
a culvert or bridge that
isn’t visible, such as in
the winter, the system

will send an alert to the operator.”
FP Innovations is currently working on the second
phase of FPDat Grader which will allow the operator
to receive data
from FPTrak
and other
information
indicating
areas of
priority.
“The
bottom line
is reducing
c o s t s ,
optimizing
m a i n
operations,
prioritizing
where you
send your
Glen Légère
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machine, and collecting historical data on road
conditions over the course of season to determine
where rehabilitation of roads may be required,” Légère
explained.
FPInnovations is also working on a similar system
for log trucks, called FPDat Transport, Légère said.
“That is going to give us the cycle time of the trucks,
fuel consumption, rpm range and distance travelled. It
all comes together under the same platform, FPTrak.”
Once FPDat Transport is up and running, which
Légère said is expected to occur by the end of 2014,
they will also use this unit to measure road roughness
and push that data to the grader.
“The trucks are out there all the time and they can
collect data on roughness on a continuous basis. We
want to close that loop where we have a machine
that is measuring roughness, a machine that is fixing
roughness, and they can communicate. That is the
long-term vision for the whole platform,” Légère
concluded.◊

L

Book Review
Memories of the Chukuni Lumber Co.

umber companies in northern Ontario come
and go for a variety of common reasons. And
the financial stability of those communities is
directly affected by their success or failure. Ear Falls,
Ontario was in the news recently when Eacom Timber
announced that their sawmill is to resume operations.
Forestry has been an important industry in the Ear Falls
area since the 1940s when it was the base of operation
for the Chukuni Lumber Company.
A new book, Memories of the Chukuni Lumber
Co., provides a fascinating insight into lumbering in
northwest Ontario in the 1945–1969 period. It includes
informative and entertaining anecdotes about the
workers who migrated there from across the country,
and the lifestyles of the close-knit communities of Snake
Falls and Ear Falls in their early years.
The Chukuni Lumber Co. began in 1945 after Dr. Bud
Galway bought the
sawmill in Snake Falls
from Charlie Keetch of
Red Lake. Galway then
hired Hugh McCallum,
formerly of Red
Lake, to manage the
company and Ted Scott
to do bookkeeping and

woodlands management. McCallum and Scott acquired death in August of 1955. But the project is also a tribute
equity in the business over time. The company grew to the employees of the company who are still alive and
quickly in the late 1940s to employ about 40 people. their families, many of whom still reside in Ear Falls,”
says Bruce McCallum.
Chukuni operated out of Snake
“The history of the Chukuni Lumber
Falls until 1954 when the company
Co. is the collective story of all the
relocated to Ear Falls. It carried on
people who were ever associated
there until 1969 when the remaining
with the company,” he adds. “My
partners, Oscar Nymark and Slim
research turned up interesting new
Dart, sold out to Colenso Lumber
information and many humorous
from Red Lake Road. Colenso was
stories about events in Snake Falls
sold to Dryden Paper in 1972.
and Ear Falls that provide some
The author of Memories of the
great reading for anyone interested
Chukuni Lumber Co. is Bruce
in the history of the region or the
M cC all u m, t h e s o n o f Hu g h
development of its lumber industry.”
McCallum. He was born in Red Lake
“We were very fortunate that
and grew up in Ear Falls. He started
my father took a lot of photos of
collecting information in 2012 and
Chukuni operations. There are also
finally launched the
excellent photos from an article about
book in Ear Falls on
Bruce McCallum
a Chukuni portable sawmill which
October 5, 2013.
appeared in the May 1954 issue of
“I have thought about
writing a history of the Chukuni Lumber the Canadian Lumberman Magazine,” says McCallum.
Co. for many years partly as a tribute
The book is available from: The Red Lake
to my father and the tremendous effort Heritage Centre, (807) 727-3006 or heritage@
that he put into building the company redlake.ca or from the author, Bruce McCallum, at:
from its start in 1945 until his untimely ensight@bellaliant.net or (902) 964-2297. ◊
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LUMBER PRODUCTS

FORESTRY SUPPLIES

WORK BUSES

For all of your strapping needs
Steel, Plastic and Tool Repair
116 Shaver St.
Brantford, ON
N3T 5M1

www.jemline.com

TRUCKS-NORTHEAST
LEWIS MOTOR SALES
(NORTH BAY) INC.
Sales Parts Service Leasing

1-800-461-1631
F 705 472 2741

19 HEWITT DR, BOX 1257
NORTH BAY, ON P1B 8K5

Vehicle Sales Division • Used School Bus Sales
AVAILABLE ALL YEAR:
Large Conventional Buses
20 Passenger Vans • Wheelchair Accessible Vans

877-536-6584

519-754-5432
Fx: 519-759-3830

sales@jemline.com

TRUCKS - NORTHEAST

TRUCKS - NORTHEAST

“Move your workers and supplies in and out of the forest”

chris.job@firstgroup.com • 905.252.0651 • 1.800.259.8446

LUMBER PRODUCTS

NURSERIES

NICKEL CITY
INTERNATIONAL
Your Future Forests are in the
Palms of Our Hands

Full Service Truck Dealership
Sales, Leasing, Rentals

•Specializing in Containerized Tree Seedlings
•Multi-Year Transplanted Seedlings Available

1035 FALCONBRIDGE ROAD,
SUDBURY, ON P3A 4M9

R.R. #1 Murillo, ON P0T 2G0 Tel. (807) 935-2626
Fax (807) 935-2190 hillsgrh@tbaytel.net

T 705 560 6625 F 705 560 7556

Advertise for a year for under

$599

Call Dave 1-877-869-0588
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