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Safety innovation:
Wheel loader
outfitted with
proximity sensor
Submitted by TimberWest

The group taking the Ontario Forestry Coalition message to Ontario’s
Legislature included municipal and Indigenous leaders, union and
company representatives and forest professionals.

Forestry
coalition voices
concerns over
species at
risk rules
By Cindy Macdonald

A group of municipal and Indigenous leaders, union representatives and
forest professionals visited the Ontario Legislature on November 22
to dispel misinformation about Ontario’s forest sector and to urge the
government to avoid unintended consequences from rushed species at
risk policy.
The group representing the Ontario Forestry Coalition visited with
political leaders and presented a press conference to air its concerns.
Wendy Landry, president of the Northwestern Ontario Municipal
Association, was one of the speakers: “We depend on the long-term
health and sustainability of our Crown forests. We are fed-up with being
portrayed as a region that has no regard for the sustainability of the area
that we live in.”
“We are the subject matter experts,” Landry continued. “This is our
back yard, and we deserve a say in the policy that governs our back yard.”
The coalition is concerned with how activist rhetoric may influence the
provincial government’s policy decisions regarding species at risk. The
group is also concerned that species at risk prescriptions currently under
development will have a negative affect on fibre availability and lead to
job losses and closures in the forest sector.
Continued on page 6

TimberWest has a number of very large mobile
machines working at our sort yards and logistics
facilities. These specialized machines perform tasks such as unloading trucks,

transferring logs within the facility and moving logs shipside for loading. When you see these
machines in motion, the sites look like a well-orchestrated ballet. Every machine operator
knows his or her part in the dance, and every member of the ground crew understands the
importance of maintaining the prescribed machine/human separation.
Given the nature of this work, safety systems are critical. Wherever possible, we engineer the
risk out. This is complemented by very clear standards and procedures that rely on compliance
with appropriate supervision.
At TimberWest, we are always looking for ways to make the job site safer.
When TimberWest learned of new proximity sensor technology that could help avoid
unplanned human/machine interactions, we were eager to try it out. The new technology adds
a secondary layer of caution to the standard back-up alarm outfitted on every TimberWest
industrial machine, from mail delivery trucks to wheel loaders.
We selected our logistics facility at Crofton, known as the South Island Logistics Facility, to
pilot the technology. The sensor technology is mounted on the mobile equipment. It becomes
triggered by an RFID chip miniaturized down to a sticker, which is easily applied to the hard
hat of the ground crew. The RFID technology is similar to the technology that allows you to
pay by tapping your credit card, but it works across longer distances.

A view of the rear
camera affixed
to the sensor
technology.
This photograph shows the rear of the
Finning Cat 980K wheel loader. The
yellow rectangular box above the rear
grill is the sensor technology.

Here are the screen and sound-sensor box
inside the cab of the 980K wheel loader.
The screen shows the ground crew in close
proximity to the machine.
Continued on page 7

IN THE NEWS
Driver dead after logging truck
goes off the road
A fatal logging truck accident occurred on Nov. 15
near Lake Cowichan on Vancouver Island. The deceased
driver, Ian Fraser, was an employee of a contractor
working for TimberWest.
A report from CBC News says the vehicle was
submerged in water beside the roadway.
“We express our deepest sympathies to the family,
friends and colleagues affected by this tragic accident. A
fatality within our forest community deeply impacts all of
us,” said Jeff Zweig, president and CEO of TimberWest.
TimberWest has lent its full support to authorities in
the ongoing investigation.
Days later, local media reported that road collapse
due to heavy rain was the likely cause of the incident.
CHEK, a local news service, said that in the four days
leading up to the accident near Lake Cowichan more
than 200 mm of rain fell. Of that total, 103 mm of rain
fell in the 24 hours prior to the early morning accident.

Tolko to rebuild fire-damaged
sawmill in B.C.

The sawmill could remain closed for up to six months,
but Tolko Industries has committed to rebuild and
re-open the Lakeview facility in Williams Lake, B.C.,
that was damaged by fire in early November.
A local news site, the Williams Lake Tribune, quotes
an email from general manager Troy Connolly: “It’s
hard to say exactly how long the mill will be down for
at this time as the engineering for the rebuild has yet to
be completed. It could be as long as six months.”

The cause of the fire is under investigation, and there
is no estimate yet of the cost to rebuild.
The fire began on Nov. 2 about 6:30 p.m. It was mostly
extinguished by the following evening, but flare-ups
continued for several days.

Two B.C. forestry associations
to merge

The BC Council of Forest Industries (COFI) and the
Coast Forest Products Association (CFPA) will become
one association next year to “create a stronger, unified
voice for the B.C. forest industry.”
The merger is effective April 1, 2018; the two will
continue under the Council of Forest Industries banner.
The new association will focus on public policy issues.

First Nations buy in to
Hornepayne mill and co-gen

Hornepayne Lumber and Hornepayne Power are
receiving a $4 million equity investment from an alliance
of three First Nation communities from northeastern
Ontario. The investment group, Northeast Superior
First Nation Investment LP, is taking a 30 per cent
ownership stake in the dimensional lumber mill and
co-generation plant, according to a report in Northern
Ontario Business.
The investment group consists of the Missanabie Cree,
Chapleau Cree and Netamisakomik Anishinabek (Pic
Mobert) First Nation.
An agreement was reached with the mill’s principal
owner, Frank Dottori, earlier this year. The deal was
finalized Nov. 29 at a ceremony in Hornepayne.

Happy Camper

Scientists develop longer lasting
Christmas tree

Researchers from Dalhousie University have
developed and licensed a Christmas tree species that will
hold its needles longer to allow for earlier shipping, the
Chronicle Herald reports.
The new trees could have great benefit to the
province’s Christmas tree industry. Staying fresh longer
could increase their appeal for export markets.
The new SMART Balsam Fir tree, which was
developed by Dr. Rajasekaran Lada and his research
team, is said to last 55 days longer than the average
Christmas tree before it begins to lose its needles.

New FSC standard in the
final stages

With public consultations and testing completed, FSC
Canada expects the final version of the organization’s
new national forest management standard to be ready
for the spring of 2018.
Following the field testing of the national standard in
the spring of 2017, the Standards Development Group
has been working diligently to reach consensus on a final
version of the standard.
As of the effective date, certificate holders will have
one year to transition to the new standard. The new
standard has several key elements that differentiate it
from its predecessor, such as, indicators that deal with
free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) and managing
species at risk.
Continued on page 4

Steven Moody president of MER Forestry is a very
satisfied customer. Some might even say he’s a
“Happy Camper.”
That’s not an easy statement to make when you’re
working 3,000 kms away from your home-base which
normally for MER Forestry is central New Brunswick’s
Blackville community.
Recently, Steven Moody relocated his harvesting
operation to Ear Falls, Ontario. His John Deere 803 MH
and Log Max 6000B harvester operate a single shift,
twenty days on and ten days oﬀ rotation.“Having a
combination that works consistently day in and day
out makes the absence from home a little easier to
swallow,” Moody says.
“Since March, we have experienced no downtime to
speak of. Log Max Forestry Inc based out of Moncton,
New Brunswick are constantly staying in touch with us.
The service technicians are superb and are no more
than a phone call away. They are more than capable of
‘guiding’us through any issues that might come up.
That translates directly to dollars in my pocket.”
Moody goes on to say,“I would highly recommend the
Log Max product to anyone in the business today or
looking at getting into the business. I have no doubt
that a huge part of my success today is due to the
Log Max product and their support.”

L-R: President of MER Forestry Steven Moody, operator Edgar Morris
Eastern Canada
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EDITORIAL

20 years of change
By Cindy Macdonald

We have chosen to celebrate the anniversary of
The Working Forest newspaper by revisiting some
of the issues and challenges the newspaper has
covered during its 20-year existence.

Box 138 Stn Main
North Bay, ON • P1B 8G8
1-877-869-0588
www.workingforest.com

I chose a few threads to follow through The Working
Forest’s history, and a few isolated events that should
bring back memories for industry veterans. Rising costs,
access to fibre, environmental activists and bioproducts
are consistent, ongoing themes in this sector. The
anniversary articles simply collect and recount the facts
as they were originally presented in The Working Forest.
One article that sums up the character of this
newspaper is a first-person story submitted by Lanny
Cross in the Fall #1 2006 edition. Cross tells the tale
of a collision between a logging truck and a pick-up
carrying several hunters. Cross says the pick-up was
going too fast for the logging road. A passenger in the
pick-up had been warned the previous evening after
having a close call with the same log truck driver, said
Cross. “The roads are narrow, the bush is growing right
on the shoulders and the corners are very sharp, making
it impossible to meet in many places.”
Cross says the log truck driver was a safe,
experienced driver. “Unless you are a bush log haul
driver, you cannot even imagine the stress of sitting
behind the wheel of one of these rigs, meeting all the
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other forest users that don’t have radios and are not
bush-driver smart.”
After telling the reader what it’s really like working
in the woods, Cross says it’s time to start a dialogue
about accidents on bush roads.
Starting dialogue, I think, is one of the things The
Working Forest was very good at. It encouraged those
in the industry to share their knowledge, experience
and opinions, and passed that information on to a
larger audience.
The publishing industry has changed just as much as
the forest products industry in 20 years, but I hope the
current form of this newspaper and all its associated
communication channels can continue to inform and
provoke dialogue for another 20 years.

For up-to-date news,
sign up for our free
e-newsletter at
www.workingforest.com

IN THE NEWS

SERCO 8500
TRAILER MOUNT

H.J. SEARSON LTD

Continued from page 3

The combined company will operate under the name
Rayonier Advanced Materials.

Forestry is one target of $155M
clean growth funding
FPInnovations announces new
Forestry, energy and mining are the targeted sectors president and CEO
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for the federal government’s new $155-million program
that will fund clean technology projects, helping
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve
environmental outcomes.
Both the Forest Products Association of Canada and
FPInnovations have expressed support for the program.
It will focus on five areas:
• Reducing greenhouse gas and air emissions from
natural resource operations;
• Minimizing landscape disturbances and improving
waste management in natural resource operations;
• The production and use of advanced materials and
bioproducts in natural resource operations;
• Efficient energy use and productivity in natural
resource operations; and
• Reducing water use and impacts on aquatic
ecosystems from natural resource operations.

│

Seven Quebec and Ontario sawmills are now owned
by a specialty cellulose company based in Florida.
Rayonier Advanced Materials has greatly diversified
its product line with the acquisition of Tembec, which
has pulp and paper operations and sawmills in Canada,
plus a mill in France.
www.workingforest.com

An experienced research leader is taking over as
president and CEO of FPInnovations on Dec. 14.
Stéphane Renou replaces Pierre Lapointe, who has held
this position since December 2008.
A native of Montréal, Renou moved to the United
States in 2000 to join General Electric’s research centre,
where he took on increasingly senior positions. A
statement from FPInnovations says Renou’s experiences
“enabled him to acquire a vast background of R&D
combined with commercial knowledge and a strong
sense of entrepreneurship.”

Morbark expands with
Rayco equipment

Morbark has completed the acquisition of Rayco
Manufacturing, which designs and produces an
innovative line of environmental equipment, including
stump cutters, forestry mulchers and brush chippers.
The purchase of Rayco represents a significant move
towards Morbark’s strategic focus on broadening its
range of tree care and industrial equipment.
Morbark will operate Rayco as a new division
maintaining its brand identity. Morbark manufactures
high-performance equipment for forestry, recycling, tree
care, sawmill and biomass markets.

IN THE NEWS
Continued from page 4

Canadian champion Stirling Hart, 2015 Canadian
champion Marcel Dupuis, Nathan Cumberland and the
newest member to Team Canada, Nick Russell.
Team Canada brought a strong performance against
Wynnard’s Team New Zealand in the semi-finals, but
New Zealand prevailed to win the world championships.
Stihl Timbersports is an international logger sports
competition series.

B.C.’s Atlas Engineered Products
expanding to Ontario

Canadian champion logger wins
bronze at world event

Competing for Canada, Mitch Hewitt chopped and
sawed his way to a third-place finish in Norway at the
Stihl Timbersports 2017 World Championship.
Jason Wynnard (New Zealand) emerged as the world
champion, while Brad De Losa (Australia) took the
silver medal.
“I had a goal in mind and we trained very hard this
week and I had a great championship,” Hewitt says.
Hewitt is the 2017 Stihl Timbersports Canadian
champion. He led Team Canada in the team event at
the world championships. Hewitt was joined by 2016

A British-Columbia producer of trusses and engineered
wood products is expanding its footprint to Ontario
with the planned purchase of Clinton Roof Truss Ltd.
The purchase will include 31,000 square feet of plant,
warehouse and office space on a five-acre site in Clinton,
Ont., north of London. Atlas says the site is strategically
located to provide access to the growing communities
west of Mississauga.
The current owners of Clinton will be retiring.

U.S. proceeds with softwood
duties, Canada takes legal action

The U.S. International Trade Commission ruled in
December that the U.S. lumber industry is materially
injured by imports of Canadian softwood lumber. The
decision will trigger the application of countervailing
and anti-dumping duties of about 20 per cent. The final
duty rates were announced by the U.S. Department of

Commerce in early November.
At the time of the ITC decision, the Canadian
government had already initiated proceedings with the
World Trade Organization regarding the duties imposed
the United States, and challenged the duties under the
North American Free Trade Agreement.
While these legal measures are being pursued,
Canadian exporters of softwood lumber to the United
States, with the exception of lumber originating in certain
Atlantic provinces, will be subject to punitive duties,
ranging from about 10 to 24 per cent.
The ITC voted 4-0 in favor of the U.S. lumber
industry. The ITC ruling follows a U.S. Department of
Commerce final determination that imports of softwood
lumber from Canada are sold in the United States at
less than fair value and subsidized by the government
of Canada.
A statement from Global Affairs Canada says the
U.S. Department of Commerce’s decision to impose
punitive duties on Canadian softwood lumber producers
is “unfair, unwarranted and deeply troubling.”
“We urge the U.S. administration to rescind these
duties, which harm workers and communities in Canada.
These duties are a tax on American middle-class families
too, whose homes, renovations and repairs will only
be more expensive. Further, it is clear the tariffs are
worsening the lumber supply problem in the United
States and forcing U.S. home builders to look overseas to
meet their demand for lumber,” the statement continues.

A sustainable Boreal Forest is our business
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www.lewismotorsinc.com
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Forestry coalition
voices concerns
over species at
risk rules
Continued from page 1

“At the end of the day, the rule sets we work with
need to be based on sound science, not fear,” said
Ron Holman, chair of the Rural Ontario Municipal
Association. “The reality is that this is a complex issue
with multiple factors. It isn’t just about one species,
but about how we can supply a continuous supply of
habitat to all species, including species at risk, over
space and time.”
Holman noted that there are other species at risk in
Ontario as well, and the cumulative impact of protective
measures is insidious.
“Policy is restricting opportunities in our community,
and that is not acceptable,” he stated.
Chief Ed Wawia, from Red Rock Indian Band, is also
concerned about the economic impact of new species at
risk rules. “The socio-economic impacts of the proposed

rules we’ve been discussing today have the potential to
be catastrophic for First Nations communities,” he said.
“The fact that the government has not meaningfully
engaged or informed our communities is appalling,
given the unknown impacts these policies could have
within our jurisdiction,” he continued.
“These policy proposals threaten our future and I will
not stand by and accept it.”
Jamie Lim, president and CEO of OFIA, explained
that the group’s concerns about Ontario’s Endangered
Species Act are longstanding. “Since 2013, we have
been asking the Ministry of Natural Resources to act on
their commitment to establish a panel that would review
the linkages between the Crown Forest Sustainability
Act (CFSA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
A change in timelines and an extension to the current
Section 55 Rules in Regulation is required to take the
appropriate amount of time to get things right.”
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She continued, “These are the affected stakeholders
that need to form the panel. Fifty-seven thousand
direct jobs in this province are at stake and we can’t
let misinformation get in the way of evidence-based
policy decisions.”
Al Spacek, president of the Federation of Northern
Ontario Municipalities (FONOM), was specific about
his concerns regarding the Endangered Species Act.
“I am very concerned that climate change is not
being considered to its full impact.” Spacek says the
re-introduction of caribou to their historic ranges is not
feasible due to climate change.
The Ontario Forestry Coalition is a grassroots
organization focused on ensuring government policy
that supports the continued resurgence of Ontario’s
renewable forest sector, the maintenance of full-time
forestry jobs, the transition to a low-carbon economy,
and the three pillars of sustainability.

Safety innovation:
Wheel loader
outfitted with
proximity sensor
Continued from page 1

The RFID stickers are placed inside the hard hat.
The proximity sensor includes software that permits
the user to adjust the range on the sensor’s magnetic field
generator (MFG). It will only trigger when an individual
is in the designated proximity range. When the sensor
is triggered by the RFID technology, a distinct alarm
will sound both inside and outside of the operator’s cab.
This unique alarm is intended to warn both the machine
operator and the ground-crew.

Take the example of wheel loaders, one of the most
common mobile industrial machines operating at our
facility. They are constantly moving through the job site,
unloading logs from trucks and maneuvering from one
end of the facility to the next. It was a natural decision
for TimberWest to pilot the new safety technology with
one of the CAT 980K wheel loaders, and learn from
the operators and ground crew about how they felt the
system added to their overall safety experience.
When the machine arrived, Doug Scott, an operator
with our contractor Spuzzum, was the first to trial it. He
liked that the loader loudly sounds the unique beeping
alarm both inside and outside of the cab. “The thing is, I
am sitting in a cab about 8 feet above the ground. When
you back-up a machine this size the rear window doesn’t
allow you a full view of what is on the ground below.
While we have clear rules that prevent ground crew
being around the machine, the sensor makes a world of
difference in helping make sure there are no mistakes.”
Scott became a champion for the technology and Doug Scott, machine operator with Spuzzum
began working closely with his team, led by Jesse Contracting, showing off his Cat 980K wheel loader
Stromquist, head of Spuzzum Contracting. “We really outfitted with the latest sensor technology.
got to customize the CAT 980K thanks to Finning. We
Feedback from the crew on the new system has
decided to add a camera to the sensor, and a screen inside been extremely positive. “Everyone on site really likes
the cab giving the machine operator a real-world view knowing that an extra level of safety has been added to
of what was happening behind him,” says Stromquist. one of the most active and important machines in the
“I love it,” says Scott. “And I really like that Finning yard,” says John Shearing, contract manager, South
hears us when we tell them how we want to tailor the Island Logistics Facility for TimberWest. “Our goal at
technology to meet our needs. We got the camera system TimberWest is to provide all of our workers with a safe
in place, and then tested it out and asked that we widen and healthy workplace. With the help of industry partners
the camera view. Finning worked with us to get the and innovative technology, we have taken a proactive
appropriate app set-up which gives us control of the step in that direction.”
view we want to achieve on the screen.”
This pilot project has demonstrated how beneficial
Stromquist also praises the RFID stickers. “We would new technology can be on the work site. “This
like more of them on site, because as the crew suggested, technology is a home run,” says Jeff Zweig, president
it makes sense to add these stickers to objects that may and CEO of TimberWest. “With this type of innovation,
be out of the operator’s field of vision and cause damage and others that are emerging, we can expect a stepto the machine. The more tools we have in our belt, the change improvement in safety performance. There is
better off we are at the end of the day,” he says. “Now, the nothing more gratifying than that.”
TimberWest is committed to its proactive approach
RFID stickers not only help us protect our workers, they
can also help us avoid damage to items and equipment on safety, and will continue to investigate and invest in
new technologies that make the workplace a safer place.
in the yard.”
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MARKET TRENDS

Demand for forestry equipment
is on the rise globally
The Freedonia Group

Global demand for forestry equipment is forecast to
reach US$9.2 billion on gains of 4.5 per cent per year,
more than four times faster than in the 2011-2016 period,
according to a new report from The Freedonia Group, a
Cleveland-based industry research firm.
Gains will be driven by the transition from manual
to mechanical logging solutions in the developing
economies of the Africa/Mideast and Asia/Pacific
regions and Latin America, as well as the rise of logging
methods, such as cut-to-length, that require more
sophisticated (and expensive) forestry equipment in
industrialized nations like Canada and Finland. These
are the conclusions of Freedonia’s study, Global Forestry
Equipment, 2nd Edition.
After a period of stagnation, demand for forestry
machinery in the U.S., the world’s largest market,
will rebound because of rising construction activity,
increasing roundwood production, the gradual adoption
of cut-to-length logging methods (which will stimulate
the use of more expensive equipment), and rising
replacement product sales, Freedonia states. As a result,
the U.S. is expected to account for 22 per cent of all new
global product demand through 2021.

Canada, in contrast, is expected to see market gains
decelerate because of the impressive gains it registered
between 2011 and 2016. The study says many Canadian
logging firms have purchased forestry equipment in
recent years, which will dampen growth prospects
going forward.

“U.S. forestry
equipment
sales to grow
at a healthy
pace, while
advances in the
Canadian market
decelerate.”
Felling machinery will see the fastest gains of all
product segments through 2021, according to the

report. Demand for felling machinery is projected to
rise nearly 5 per cent per year through 2021 as market
conditions improve in the U.S. and other mature markets,
and logging sector mechanization rates in developing
nations increase. Sales of “separately sold parts” and
attachments will rise four per cent annually as the global
stock of forestry equipment grows and more advanced
attachments are developed.
In dollar terms, chippers and grinders will experience
the fastest growth in the forecast period. Demand will
continue to be supported by rising demand for wood
pellets as a power plant feedstock, especially in Western
Europe, the largest regional market for chippers and
grinders. In addition, the report says sales will be boosted
by rising mechanization rates and the increasing use of
on-site processing equipment in the developing world.
Western Europe, the world’s largest exporter of
forestry equipment, will see its trade surplus increase by
$200 million to $1.0 billion in 2021, Freedonia predicts.
Factors driving these gains include the reputation of
West European forestry equipment suppliers, whose
hefty R&D budgets deliver cutting edge products, and
the massive scale of their global distribution networks.
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EACOM is now purchasing Spruce, Pine and
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OPERATIONS

FPDat Transport – To better track
wood transport operations
Submitted by FPInnovations

addresses many unforeseen situations that can happen
in a forest.”
The FPDat system is sold throughout Canada by a
network of knowledgeable distributors with the support
of FPInnovations.
You can get additional information about FPDat
Transport by contacting Martin Castonguay, research
leader of FPInnovations’ Precision Forestry group at
martin.castonguay@fpinnovations.ca or 514-782-4515.

FPTrak can be used to generate a summary report
that includes engine idle and travel times, speeds and
distances travelled, fuel consumption and CO2 emissions.

FPTrak module
FPInnovations has launched an onboard computer for
forestry trucks called FPDat Transport that allows users
to better track forest transport operations. The system
was recently added to the list of FPSuite products geared
to harvesting operations (FPDat Harvesting) and road
maintenance (FPDat Grader).
FPDat Transport records electronic control module
(ECM) data and the GPS position. Data are then sent
through a cellular network to a centralized web platform
(FPTrak) where various reports can be viewed.
“Generally speaking, we can quickly follow up our
transport operations and get comprehensive statistics.
The data enable us to respond promptly,” explained
Julien Pedneault, the operational efficiency coordinator
at Resolute Forest Products in the Lac St-Jean region,
which has purchased the technology.
The data acquisition module is very compact and
simple to install. It allows users to gather critical
information such as truck position and speed, fuel
consumption, driver identity, engine speed ranges, and
so forth.
This information makes it possible to generate
various reports which are very useful to forest transport
managers. The summary trucking report includes
engine idle and travel times, speeds and distances
travelled, fuel consumption and CO 2 emissions.
It helps to identify what key elements need to be
improved. A geozone-based report provides data on
specific locations where trucks pass (e.g. bridges,
villages, load control areas). Lastly, cycle time
reports are also very useful for identifying problem
areas, knowing the real time for transport cycles and
comparing estimated and paid work hours. All these
reports can be sent automatically by e-mail. They can
also be exported in Excel or PDF format.
“Although data are available in FPTrak, the main
appeal of the platform is to be able to provide automatic
reports, which makes it easier to disseminate data
internally and share information with our shippers,”
added Pedneault.
The tool’s advantages include: the validation of
cycle times and hourly rates, increased safety due to
the control of excess speed and mandatory stops, and
better accessibility to operational data, which allows
improvements to be made.
“Presenting all information in one place makes it
easier to consult it and get an overview of operations,”
explained Martin Castonguay, FPSuite product manager.
“It improves work coordination, response time and

STAY AT THE
FOREFRONT
OF TECHNOLOGY

With FPSuite, the most comprehensive platform
to manage your forest operations

FPTrak

FPDat

TM
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anytime!

For more information, contact your local distributor.
Alberta and British Columbia
TimberNorth Consulting
T.780-675-7901
C. 780-689-1840
www.timbernorth.ca

• The powerful,
integrated tools are
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Saskatchewan, Manitoba
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KBM Resources Group
T. 807-345-5445
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AWARDS

Ontario Wood WORKS!
2017 Wood Design Award winners
Wood-lined gathering space is
warm, inviting

Photo: Doublespace Photography

Architects, engineers, developers and other
construction industry professionals at the forefront of
wood design in Ontario came together to celebrate
excellence in wood design at the 17th annual Wood
WORKS! Awards celebration in Toronto on Nov. 1. The
awards program honors people and organizations that,
through design excellence, advocacy and innovation, are
advancing the use of wood in all types of construction.
“It is our privilege to celebrate Ontario’s wood design
leaders through the Wood Design Award program,” said
Marianne Berube, executive director of the Ontario
Wood WORKS! program. “Wood is an extraordinary
building material, as you can see from the projects that
received awards tonight. It is also a sustainable building
solution. Design professionals who understand the
need for sustainable development are specifying wood
products for innovative, environmentally responsible
construction.”
“Today’s wood products and systems are
technologically advanced,” concluded Berube. “Project
teams are using these high-performance building
materials in exciting ways, actively and imaginatively
exploring wood’s expanding potential.”
Wood WORKS! is a national, industry-led initiative of
the Canadian Wood Council that promotes and supports
the use of wood in all types of construction.
The 2017 Ontario Wood WORKS! award winners are
presented on page 11 with some projects highlighted
below. Text provided by Ontario Wood WORKS!

Lazaridis Hall is the new home of the Lazaridis School
of Business and Economics at Wilfrid Laurier University,
and the winner of the Interior Wood Design Award. The
design imperative was to craft a building that is flexible
in its ability to serve a variety of functions, including
academic program delivery, faculty and administration
offices, and gathering and peer learning areas.
The large wood-lined central gathering space
presents a warm, inviting and acoustically attenuated
environment where the wood slatted walls are multifunctional. They conceal extensive acoustic treatment.
Wood slats also provide degrees of privacy to office
windows surrounding the atrium.
This bright, interconnected space contributes
daylight and view within a large floor plate so that
virtually all occupied spaces – including the 240
faculty offices – have windows to the exterior, atrium
or courtyard. Diamond Schmitt Architects was the
architect for this project.

The following companies
have directly supported this
awards review:

Photo: Branthaven Homes

Building with wood reduced
costs for mid-rise condos

According to Branthaven Homes, using wood as
the primary structural component for Lake House
Condominiums and other mid-rise buildings provides
an opportunity for the developer to support local skilled
trades, wood panel manufacturers and lumber suppliers.
Branthaven was among the Ontario Wood WORKS!
award winners, taking home the award for Mid-Rise
Wood Design for the Lake House Condominiums.
For this project, wood construction also created
opportunities to accelerate the construction schedule
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by building sub-components such as roof assemblies
at ground level and lifting them into place, a method of
construction that also reduced safety risks throughout
the project.
By building with wood, overall construction costs
were reduced compared with cast-in-place concrete
and the carbon footprint of construction is significantly
reduced versus cast-in-place construction. In addition,
the primary structural component is 100% renewable.
From a design standpoint, wood is a timeless interior
and exterior finish - the design team integrated design
features into Lake House Condominiums to showcase
the natural beauty of wood. Examples of this include
wood soffit, wood pergolas on the upper floor, wood
panel ceilings and wood accents throughout the interior
of the buildings.

Beauty and efficiency
make wood the choice for
Sudbury school

Photos: Blaine Nicholls

St. David Catholic Elementary School takes advantage
of its serene backdrop within the great Canadian and
Boreal shield, drawing inspiration from its natural
landscape. The school itself is a one-storey, wood-frame
structure, constructed mainly from large glue laminated
timber and standard lumber framing. It was the 2017
winner of Ontario Wood WORKS! Institutional Design
Award (less than $10 million).
The presence of exposed wood enhances the informal
learning space by providing an inviting and enriching
environment, while allowing for the softening of the
interior space.
With the volatility of the energy market in Ontario, the
economic values inherent in the energy efficient properties
of wood kept pace with the design team’s consideration
of its positive physiological and psychological benefits.
The material lent itself to foreseeable operational cost
savings based on its thermal performance, reinforcing its
role as an important ingredient in energy conservation.
“These kids deserve a brand-new beautiful building,
there’s no question in my mind. They have spirit and
spunk and they have the passion to be able to change
the world. This building is finally meeting who we are
as a school,” said Dawn Wemigwans, principal of St.
David Catholic Elementary School.

Photos: Nicholas Bava, FORM Architecture Engineering

Wood the natural choice for carpenter’s training centre

2017 Ontario
Wood WORKS!
Award Winners
Sponsored by:

Wood was the material of choice for the Carpenters Union Local 1669 Training Centre, which
garnered the Northern Ontario Excellence Award, because of its natural appeal, connection to the
community of Thunder Bay, and importance to the carpentry industry.
The Carpenters Union Local 1669 mandated the material and labor hours for Union members
in the construction of the facility. This opportunity allowed FORM Architecture Engineering to
incorporate all areas of union practices into the building, including traditional platform framing,
fabricated wood trusses, glue laminated timber in the training area, heavy timber structure in the
entrance and corridors, engineered wood products such as TJI’s plywood, traditional wood siding
and soffits, plywood casework and wood paneling.
One unique use of wood is in the interior entryway, where solid wood and birch veneer
wood screens were designed to symbolize stick frame construction, a fundamental part of the
carpentry trade.

Exposed wood structure
opens up National Arts
Centre

Photos: Doublespace Photography

The Jury’s Choice Award went to a rejuvenation
that uses wood as an essential part of its
transformation. Since opening in 1969, Ottawa’s
National Arts Centre has been the premier
showcase for the very best performing arts in the
country. But the Centre was virtually impenetrable,
a concrete bunker in the Brutalist style where
patrons had difficulty finding the main entrance.
Three new wings and a marquee tower now
wrap around the west, north and east sides of the
complex. The new wings are constructed of an exposed wood structure comprised of triangular
coffers made of western Canada Douglas fir and a glass curtain wall system. Diamond Schmitt
Architects was the architect for this rejuvenation project.
Pre-fabricating the wood structure proved to be an invaluable strategy for the project, in order
to meet a demanding construction schedule.
The laminated triangular wood coffers that dominate the structure also serve as the finished
decorative ceiling, therefore reducing the amount of finishing work once the building was enclosed.
The majority of the mechanical, electrical, theatrical and audio/visual infrastructure was installed
into the coffer panels in the prefabrication process. The coffers were ganged in linear pieces using
thin steel plates and then delivered to the site and lifted into place. The entire roof structure was
installed in three weeks.

Ontario Ministry of Ontario Wood
Natural Resources Story Pod, Newmarket, ON
and Forestry
Architect: Atelier Kastelic Buffey Inc.
Ontario Forest
Industries
Association

Environmental Building
Active House - Centennial Park,
Etobicoke, ON
Developer: Great Gulf
Architect: superkül
Structural Engineer: Quaile Engineering

Tembec

Interior Wood Design
Project: Lazaridis Hall,
Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, ON
Architect: Diamond Schmitt Architects
Associate Architect:
David Thompson Architect Ltd.
Structural Engineer: VanBoxmeer &
Stranges Engineering Ltd.

Ontario
Structural
Wood
Association

Residential Wood Design
House on Ancaster Creek,
Ancaster, ON
Architect: Williamson Williamson Inc.
Structural Engineer: Blackwell, Faet Lab

Canadian
Wood
Council

Mid-Rise Wood Design
Lake House Condominiums,
Grimsby, ON
Developer: Branthaven Homes
Architect: Kirkor Architects + Planners
Engineer: Tacoma Engineers Inc.

Carpenters &
Allied Workers
Local 27

Institutional Wood Design < $10 M
St. David Catholic Elementary
School, Sudbury, ON
Architect: Yallowega Bélanger
Salach Architecture
Engineer: A2S Associates Limited

Resolute
Forest
Products

Institutional Wood Design > $10 M
McEwen School of Architecture,
Sudbury, ON
Architect: LGA Architectural Partners
Engineer: AECOM

FPInnovations

Commercial Wood Design
Ontario Wood Pavilion – IDS 2017,
Toronto, ON
Architect: blackLAB architects inc.
Engineer: Moses Structural Engineers

FedNor

Northern Ontario Excellence
Carpenters’ Union Local 1669
Training Centre, Thunder Bay, ON
Architect: FORM Architecture
Engineering
Engineer:
FORM Architecture Engineering

LP Building
Products

Jury’s Choice
The National Arts Centre
Rejuvenation, Ottawa, ON
Architect: Diamond Schmitt Architects
Engineer: Fast + Epp

Natural
Resources
Canada

Wood Champion
Tad Putyra, president and COO,
Great Gulf Low-Rise; president,
H+ME Technology, Toronto, ON

Timber
Systems

Designer/Builder
Pratt Homes, Barrie, ON

Leading the way in mid-rise development: Pratt Homes

Pratt Homes has become a household name in the Barrie region. For more than 100 years,
successive generations of the family have grown the firm into one of the area’s largest builders
of detached homes, condos, and townhomes. The company is also an advocate of using wood in
mid-rise structures, and is the winner of the Designer/Builder Award.
They were a founder of the successful Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC)
approved Rent-to-Own program, as well as other various owner assistance and low-deposit
structure programs.
Pratt Homes is currently completing two projects in Barrie, containing six six-storey light wood
frame condos, with more to follow. They joined Wood WORKS! and the Ontario Home Builders
Association on educational mid-rise building tours to Vancouver in 2015 and Sweden in 2017 and
are demonstrated leaders in mid-rise development.

Wood does it all, from structure to interior finish

A wide lot backing onto Ancaster Creek is the site for a multi-generational home for a young
family and their elderly parents which won the Residential Wood Design Award. The house was
conceived as two distinct homes, both linear bars, that cross perpendicular to each other and stack
at the corner.
Pairing western red cedar cladding and local limestone on the exterior with white oak floors,
cabinetry and figural stair on the interior, connects this modern house to an ancient Southern
Ontario landscape. Wood’s inherent warmth, strength, lightness, and malleability combine to create
everything from the structural framework for the house to a variety of finish conditions.
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The Working Forest,
20 years later

The Working Forest celebrates 20 years of publishing with this issue. The newspaper
was founded in 1997 to present the perspective of those who work in the forest. It has
kept admirably to that directive.
Looking through the early issues of The Working Forest, it is clear the same issues that
currently plague loggers and wood products companies were also in the news twenty
years ago. It’s not so much that these issues have not been resolved; it’s simply that the
same external forces and variables continue to affect the players in this sector.
The recurring themes in the pages of The Working Forest during the late ’90s
were: softwood lumber disputes, bureaucratic red tape, where to find skilled workers,
concerns about access to fibre, environmental activists and relations with First Nations.
Sound familiar?
Progress has been made on some fronts. Relations with First Nations have improved
(TimberWest and Resolute Forest Products, for example, have formal collaborations
and business dealings with local Indigenous groups). Activists are fighting their battles
in the media, not in the woods. Third-party certification gives companies the tools to
create a better public image. Great strides have been made in mechanized harvesting
equipment and forest inventory techniques.
The late ’90s and early 2000s was a time of rapid change in the forest products
industry. It was the early days of the Internet, the beginning of using on-board computers
in trucks and mobile equipment, and the adoption of third-party certification of
sustainable forest management. Formal systems such as ISO 14001, Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC) and Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) were bringing standards to the
workplace, as environmental activists were bringing the attention of the press and the
public to the woods.
The Working Forest had close ties to the forest products community in Ontario, which
later spread to the industries in other provinces. Its articles often checked in with the
people working on the ground, to see how things were at that moment in time.
In a way, it’s similar to how some politicians use social media now. The Working Forest
presented real words from real people, not the sanitized, politically-correct messages of
spokesmen or corporate executives.
It has been enlightening and encouraging to go through all the past issues of this
newspaper. It taught me that our industry is resilient, that it is full of hard-working
people who simply want to make a decent living while harvesting and managing the
working forest.
Congratulations to Judy Skidmore and the various writers, editors and sales staff who
have made The Working Forest a success throughout the years.
Cindy Macdonald
Editor

12

2017 Winter #2

│

The Working Forest

│

www.workingforest.com

A newspaper
for loggers
In November, there
was a centennial
tribute to the Canadian
Forestry Corps, 126th
Company in England
where I visited last
month. These were
Canadian loggers who
cut and milled English
pine for the trenches in
Europe during the First
World War.
The company numbered nearly 200. The monthly
cut averaged one million board feet of pine timbers.
Portuguese loggers assisted.
A tribute and history lecture honoured the “work of
the Canadian forester in England. No medals or rewards
were given...secure in the knowledge that this was work
of national importance.”
Part of the camp in Ampthill, Bedfordshire, remains
as a permanent tribute to those loggers.
It has been an honour to gather the facts about
Canadian loggers for the past 20 years. Growing up in
my grandfather’s bush camp on the Sucker River, east
of Cochrane, Ont., provided early insight. How lucky
I was to spend summers at his sawmill on the Abitibi
River “swimming” in the fresh sawdust piles.
After a few decades of working on sea ice and
hydro electric projects on the East Coast, I saw the
environmental campaigns against logging of the ’80s
and ’90s terrorizing the forest communities. Remember
the Queen Charlottes of B.C., and Temagami in Ontario?
The groups went after the forests in a big way, which
created major publicity, and more importantly, huge new
cheques written by gullible Canadians and Americans,
and by gullible politicians.
I knew my family read the bad journalism, with no
opportunity to respond. The political response was nonexistent. Where was their MP or MPP? The politicians
had no idea that they would lose massive employment
and tax revenue.
By 1997, I had purchased a weekly community
newspaper with a great staff. We decided to design a
newspaper for loggers which would be a real improvement
on the stale magazines offered to loggers at the time. We
started with a Northeastern Ontario newspaper, with the
unfailing support of companies like Tembec and E.B.
Eddy. We expanded to Northwest Ontario in the second
issue. A logger from the Ottawa Valley called and said
“What are we - chopped liver? Get us in the paper too.”
From that point we steadily increased the reach of the
publication until it was nation-wide.
My logger cousins George and Allan Skidmore kept
us advised on the issues. It would have been impossible
without them.
About a dozen cedar mills surround my current home
in Mission, B.C. The air is full of cedar sawdust and it’s
wonderful. Wood never stops.
Judy Skidmore
Founder, The Working Forest

20th ANNIVERSARY

Land use issues: Handle with care

The Working Forest launched at a time when land use
was hotly debated, and the “war in the woods” between
industry and environmentalists was winding down.
Nonetheless, the Winter #1 2001 issue had a news item
noting that “All employees of Interfor Ltd. were required
to take a refresher course on conflict management as
part of the company’s commitment to avoid conflict
with environmental activists and ensure the safety of
workers.” Later that year, in Winter #2, 2001, a short
note said “peace-in-the-woods” was imminent as a deal
was in the works between B.C. forest companies and
environmental activists.
Discussions around land use, sustainable forest
management and third-party certification dominated
the pages of The Working Forest in the late ’90s and
early 2000s. In Ontario, the Lands for Life land-use
planning process was underway in 1998. It was intended
to outline the long-term protection and use of Ontario’s
natural resources.
In Fall #1 1998, the newspaper reported: “There is
confidence that the roundtable chairs understood the
importance of the forest industry and [of] the multiple
use of Crown land to all Ontarians for conservation,
recreation and jobs.”
The next year, the Ontario Forest Accord of 1999 was
released, which formalized the premise that establishing
new parks and protected areas should not increase the
cost to deliver wood to a mill, nor should it result in a
long-term reduction in fibre supply.
The Fall #2 1999 edition described a protest at the
Ontario Legislature by “northerners” over concerns for
jobs and forestry’s role in managing the environment
related to the Lands for Life process.
In the Spring 2000 edition, there is reference to
blockades by First Nations in the Iroquois Falls –
Cochrane area, targeting Tembec and Abitibi-Cosolidated.
By 2010, the industry and environmental groups
tried an experiment in cooperation. The Canadian
Boreal Forest Agreement brought together the 21
member companies of FPAC and several environmental
groups. The Working Forest reports that response from
the industry was “swift and damning.” “Forest based
communities are as good as dead,” said one commenter.
The CBFA did not last long. Several parties withdrew
and the group faded from public attention.
Conflict between industry and activists took an
unusual twist when Resolute Forest Products began to
fight back against claims by Greenpeace. In the Spring
#2 2014 edition, Resolute Forest Products responds
to environmental group accusations about forestry
in the boreal forest with advertisements and PR. The
company launched a website to present facts about boreal
forestry and took out full-page ads in national and local
newspapers. Resolute opted to present facts that reflected
the Canadian forest industry as a whole rather than just
its own operations. The company later initiated a legal
challenge against Greenpeace, which is ongoing.
The early 2000s was also marked by the ascendancy
of third-party certification for sustainable forest
management. From the Winter #2 2001 issue: “Canadian
forest products companies are driving an explosive
growth in third party audits of sustainable forest practices
(certification), offering the largest area of certified forest
of any country in the world.”
Canada’s share of certified forests continues to be a
point of pride among the industry, and is oft-repeated
in the pages of The Working Forest and other industry
publications to this day.

The push for certification starts just before the turn of
the century. The Fall 1 1999 issue has some discussion
of retailers’ demands for certification, promted by an
announcement by Home Depot.
In the Spring 2001 issue, The Working Forest reports
that SFLs were registering to ISO 14001 as a prelude or
alternative to certification. “On an operational level, [Bob]
Cox [woodlands manager west for Abitibi Consolidated]
is impressed with the follow-up aspect of the systems and
the commitment to continuous improvement.”
In the Winter #1 2002 issue, Abitibi-Consolidated
was said to be completing implementation of ISO
14001 at all Canadian woodland operations; Bowater

was focused on ISO 14001 but planed to implement one
other certification system in near future; and Tembec
had implemented ISO 14001 through most facilities and
forests in Ontario and across Canada.
The French/Severn Forest SFL was the first to achieve
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification, The
Working Forest reported. The general manager of the SFL
said loggers are crucial element to achieving certification.
In January 2002, FPAC announced that all member
companies were required to get third-party audits, and
that successful certification would be a condition of
membership in the association.
Continued on page 14

STRONG!

Morbark Strong. It’s more than a slogan; it’s a way of life for us. It’s our
commitment to you that our heavy duty equipment is built to withstand
the rigors of even your toughest jobs.
All Morbark equipment is aggressive, productive and engineered to give you
the power and features you need to maximize output, minimize downtime
and enhance your profitability.
Contact Cardinal for all your Morbark
equipment, parts and service needs!
www.cardinalsaw.com

DISTRIBUTED BY

ANGLIERS

QUÉBEC

NORTH BAY

PORT PERRY

NOUVEAU-BRUNSWICK

Administration, manufacturing,
Engineering and service
7, rue du Cheminot
J0Z 1A0
819.949.2281

Equipment & Parts
Sales
2700, rue Jean-Perrin
Office 114
G2C 1S9
1.800.463.4862

Parts Sales
161, Ferris Drive Unit 7
Ontario
P1A 4K2
1.800.598.3044

Parts Sales
171, North Port Road Unit 5
Ontario
L9L 1B2
1.905.982.8697

Parts Sales & Service
551, Ferdinand Blvd Unit 4
Dieppe
E1A 7G1
1.800.931.9611

www.workingforest.com

│

The Working Forest

│

2017 Winter #2

13

Land use issues:
Handle with care
Continued from page 13

By the end of 2003, Nipissing Forest gained its FSC
certification, becoming the eighth SFL in Ontario to
do so. At the same time, a spokesman for the Canada
Standards Association said “The uptake of our chain
of custody program is growing quite rapidly across
the country.”
The Winter #2 2004 issue noted that the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources was requiring SFLs
to obtain third party certification by the end of
2007. Contractors complained of the added cost
and paperwork.
A few years later, endangered species regulations
had become the new threat to forest companies’ access
to fibre and competitiveness. Provincial species at
risk legislation was being developed in 2007, while
industry and municipalities complained that the law
was being pushed through too quickly, without enough
consultation.
In response, in the Spring #1 2007 issue, Natural
Resources Minister David Ramsay said the forestry
industry would be the least impacted by this act. “The
industry already addresses species at risk through the
forest management planning process and changes being
made to the Act will not replace resource management
planning,” Ramsay said.
Ten years later, there is still conflict between the
regulations governing forest management planning
(Crown Forest Sustainability Act) and the endangered
species legislation.
The Endangered Species Act received Royal Assent
on May 17, 2007, and was to come into force June 30,

2008. In the Winter #1 2008 it was reported that OFIA
was requesting a government exemption to recognize
that forest management planning already satisfies the
endangered species legislation.
In the Summer #1 2009 issue, Jeff Muzzi, manager of
forestry services, County of Renfrew, said of a revised
endangered species act coming into force July 1: “I don’t
know how we’re going to have any economic prosperity
if we’re that heavily regulated.”

In Spring #1 2010, a story on the Endangered Species
Act says: “Renfrew County in eastern Ontario has seen
the area of Crown forest available for commercial
forestry reduced by 30 per cent over the past 15 years.”
This concern for access to fibre continues today. The
Ontario Forestry Coalition held a press conference at
the Ontario Legislature on essentially the same issues
just last month.

Introducing Cat’s High Rotation
Seat with Advanced Ride
Management :
- Improves operator comfort.
- Delivers a smoother ride for the
operator virtually eliminating
the roughness of the terrain.
- New 4-point seat belt.
- Joystick steering.
- 100 degrees of seat rotation.
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A decade marked by the
economic crash

An economic downturn hit the forest industry hard
from about 2004 to 2010. Consequently, industry
competitiveness was much discussed in 2005-2006.
Geoff Meakin, president of Meakin Forest Enterprises,
summarized in the Summer 2005 issue: “Most costs
from new regulations have been downloaded on the
front line of the industry, the harvest contractor and
the forest worker. New regulations and processes for
safety, environmental protection and forest management
certification all add additional dollars to wood costs.”
Later, in the Fall #2 2005 issue, Meakin commented
on government initiatives: “But what we really needed
was some support for the maintenance of roads and
something to alleviate the fuel prices for transporting raw
products to the mills. That would have been a great help
to us. But they haven’t done that, and they haven’t done
anything on energy costs – and that is killing the mills.”
A report by the Minister’s Council on Forest Sector
Competitiveness, covered in the Summer 2005 issue,
identified access to fibre, the high price of energy and
the high cost of delivering wood to the mill as major
impediments to Ontario’s forest industry.
Weyerhaeuser’s Ontario vice-president of operations,
Norm Bush, provided a cross-border perspective: “What
we pay for electricity in Ontario is 30 to 50 per cent
higher than in the rest of Canada and the United States
where we do business in forest products.”
In the Spring #1 2006 issue, The Working Forest
reported a $220 investment by the McGuinty government
to reduce stumpage fees and provide relief for the cost
of building and maintaining bush roads.
And then the market slump began. The Fall #2 2006
issue talked with loggers about the economy. Tom
Clouthier, of Hec Clouthier & Sons, Pembroke, Ont.,
said: “Our company has never seen a downturn in the
industry like this where both the log market and pulp
market are at an all-time low.”
Leon Degagne, Leon Degagne Ltd., Fort Frances,
Ont.: “One company cuts back on wood deliveries,
then the next company cuts back on wood deliveries.
Insurance goes up. Fuel goes up. The only thing that

Saw Manufacturing & Repairs
Sales & Service
For All Cutting Tools
Industry & Harvester

remained in survival mode in 2007, with increasing
foreign competition, a loonie that has left parity with
the U.S. dollar in its dust and American pine beginning
to enter the province.”
Lumber pricing was depressed, and a weak American
dollar opened up the Canadian market to U.S. wood.
Sawmills began to see white and red pine from American
mills coming in and undercutting prices.

doesn’t go up is our pay…..Mills in our area are staying
open so far, and are taking wood even though the prices
of pulp and paper and lumber are terrible.”
Bruno Gervais, Gervais Forest Products Ltd.,
Falconbridge, Ont., reported his company was cutting
at about one third capacity. “It has affected a lot of the
subcontractors who were the first to get laid off.”
By the fall of 2007, pulp was praised as the bright spot
in forest products sector. In the Fall #2 issue, one expert
said there had been capacity shutdowns but demand
was still up. Yvon Pelletier,
then Tembec’s executive
vice-president in charge
of pulp, was optimistic
about prospects for pulp
profits in the coming years.
The only thing that could
reverse pulp’s momentum,
he said, would be a “major
economic recession”
though he added there
was no indication of one
coming soon.
History shows that a
major economic recession
was indeed on the way.
The Winter #2 2007
described the situation this
way: “Ontario sawmillers

Continued on page 16
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A decade marked by the
economic crash
Continued from page 15

The Spring #1 2008 edition reported that pulp prices remaining strong and forest products
companies were challenged to meet demand for chips. Supply was tight because sawmills
were the usual source, but sawmills were shutting down. Pulp mills had to make up the
shortfall with roadside chipping. In addition, pulp exports to China, India and Korea were
starting to grow.
An article on sawmills in the Fall #1 2008 issue said prices for logs were poor but the
worst may have been over. Carlo Bin of Olav Haavaldsrud Timber said wood demand was
uncertain. “It’s day to day. It’s unknown whether we’ll continue through the fall or not.”
In the next issue, Fall #2 2008, a drop in the value of the loonie was reported and would
normally have been good news, but David Milton, president of OLMA said: “But there is
little market for any wood anywhere, particularly within the United States’ housing market.”
By the fall of 2009, The Working Forest was reporting that many logging contractors
had scaled back operations to keep running during the economic downturn. One contractor
from northwestern Ontario said there was an overflow of people for the small amount of
wood that needed to be taken right then.
Recovery was slow in coming. The combined effect of a rising Canadian dollar, the global
economic crisis and the U.S. housing crash were hard to overcome. By Winter #2 2010,
executives were expecting continued slow recovery, and felt the worst was over. Some
mills had restarted but “only the most competitive mills are going to be able to continue
operating in this environment,” said Roger Barber, an executive with AbitibiBowater.
One year later, in the Winter #2 2011 edition, a number of forestry operators said they
didn’t seen signs of a recovery on the horizon. There was no long-term business yet, said
one. Another contractor said things were getting a touch better “but still look terrible from
where I stand.” The consensus was that the U.S. market had to improve before the Canadian
industry would pick up.
The Summer #1 2013 issue reports that lumber prices broke $400 per thousand board
feet for first time since the U.S. housing market began to tank seven years earlier, but that it
was not a “robust recovery.” In the Fall #1 issue for 2013 loggers said recovery had arrived,
but business had not yet returned to pre-recession levels.

YOUR GEAR. OUR FOCUS.

Digging? Contact Us.
● Tree Planting ● Tree Marking ● Timber Cruising
● Log Scaling ● Navigation & Rangefinders
● Forest Inventory ● Wildland Firefighting
● PPE ● Safety Products ● And Much More

Unplanned excavations can turn up unpleasant surprises, so don’t
take chances. If you’re planning work around TransCanada’s gas pipelines,
contact us in advance. Pipeline locators will clearly mark any potential
hazards. The service is free and can be reached 24 hours a day.
Call 1.800.400.2255 or visit www.clickbeforeyoudig.com
to request a locate.

1645 Bonhill Rd Unit 1, Mississauga, ON L5T 1R3
605-1515 Broadway St, Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 6P6
www.ufsupplies.com
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Success is elusive for bio-products
In the midst of a forest products downturn, products
made from waste wood – electricity, fuels, chemicals
– held such promise. Bio-products were the industry’s
great hope for transformation. After much hype, much
research and several failed projects, the rhetoric
around biomass, biofuels and biochemicals is much
more subdued.
A typical example of an early-stage biomass proposal
appears in The Working Forest in the Winter #1 2006
issue. A California firm, MEMS USA, from the oil and
gas sector, proposed a $150-million biofuel plant for
Hearst, Ont., to make ethanol from wood waste. The
company was going to use old stockpiles of wood from
abandoned sawmills.
In Spring #2 2007, it was noted that the province
of Ontario had set a goal of generating 2,700 MW
from renewable energy sources by 2010. An informal
network known as Bioenergy Focus Ontario formed.
One expert suggested the potential existed for 115
combined heat and power plants in rural communities
and five larger industrial projects.
By Winter #2, 2007, the front page story said
bioenergy projects were stalled due to reduced
availability and rising price of forest biomass. This has
“de-energized some of the enthusiasm for using wood
waste to generate electricity.”
In Summer #2, 2008, Doug Bradley of the Canadian
Bioenergy Association said wood pellet plants “are

Remember the Ice
Storm of 1998?

The Working Forest’s coverage of the aftermath
of the ice storm began with this: “Trees are
covered with two to three inches of ice. Frozen
tree tops are broken off and lodged thirty feet
above the ground. Broken tops and six-inch
limbs are frozen into the tops of neighbouring
trees.” (Spring 1998 issue)
The six-day ice storm was said to be the worst
in Canada’s recorded weather history.
Ontario Safe Workplace trainers Bill Last and
Robert Schryer were offering training for safe
chainsaw operation to those who wanted to
participate in the clean up. “You not only have
to teach safe chainsaw operation, you have to
teach people to do it under the most dangerous
and difficult of circumstances,” said Schryer.
“There’s one problem tree after another, sideby-side, all with broken branches, limbs or
trunks and covered in thick pieces of ice.”

springing up across Ontario, Quebec, B.C. and
the Maritimes.” These would rely on the EU as a
demand driver but Bradley was expecting sales would
increasingly go to domestic uses.
In 2009, Ontario Power Generation first requested
expressions of interest in supplying biomass fuel and
transportation services. The utility was moving forward
with a program to explore replacing coal with biomass
at four existing generating stations.
By Summer #2 2009 varying perspectives on the
bioenergy industry had emerged. A recent conference
showed lack of consensus on viable bioenergy
processes. Dr. Reino Pulkki of Lakehead University
cautioned that wood supply should be directed to
its most valuable use, and that harvesting should be
coordinated among all uses.
In Fall #2, 2009, the newspaper reported that OPG
was ready to put out a request for proposals to supply
biomass for the Atikokan facility. The goal was to
have the plant converted to biomass by 2012. The
Atikokan project suffered delays. In the early part of
2012 the in-service date became late 2013. The OPG
website now says: “The two-year conversion project
was completed on time, and on budget in the summer
of 2014 and [the Atikokan Generating Station] is now
the largest capacity 100 per cent biomass fuelled plant
in North America.”
The spin-off effects for Atikokan and the area have
been substantial. A local pellet mill started up to supply
the power plant, and Resolute Forest Products built a
new sawmill in the region.
The Winter #1 2010 issue makes reference to the
Forest Products Association of Canada’s Future BioPathways report which came out in 2009, saying the
most promising future scenarios involve sawmills
and engineered wood products plants mixed with
biorefineries that produce a range of bioproducts.
In the Fall #1 2010 issue, Doug Bradley of the
Canadian Bioenergy Association said with forest
industries in distress and mill closures rampant, the
provinces saw bioenergy as a viable socio-economic
alternative to traditional forest products.
By the Spring #1 2012 issue, FPAC’s Biopathways
Partnership Network was putting forest products
companies in touch with other industries. CRIBE
reported that it still had some of its $25-million budget
not allocated.
In recent years, wood pellets have emerged as a
viable bio-product, but most pellets are still destined
for export markets. Several biochemicals produced by
the pulp and paper sector are enjoying limited success
and biofuels are being tested, but the forest-based
bioeconomy has not yet lived up to its hype.

Forest industry had
climate change skeptics

Despite the industry’s close ties to the natural
world, reaction to early claims of global
warming and climate change was mixed.
An article in the Falll #1 2002 issue said the
forestry industry was well represented at 2002
International Conference on Ecosystm Health.
Harley Miltimaki, vice-president product
development for Buchanan Forest Products
was a speaker at the event. “We’ve had the
warmest years on record for the last five and
it has affected woodlands operations. The
scientists say these warming trends are here
to stay.” The article suggests the industry will
have to re-arrange how and when it works
in certain terrain, to rethink the amount of
equipment in the field, and to work out faster
delivery systems.
Another person is quoted as being surprised
by how much money and effort was being put
into developing baseline information related to
climate change research.
By Spring #1 2007, some climate change
skeptics were speaking out. Ross McKitrick,
associate professor of economics, was part of
a team who reviewed the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change’s draft report for
Fraser Institute. He presented his findings at an
OFIA event. According to The Working Forest,
McKitrick’s team pointed out that scientific
findings suggest “the actual climate change in
many locations has been relatively small and
within the range of natural variability. There
is no compelling evidence that dangerous or
unprecedented changes are underway.”
In the Spring #2 2007 issue, climate change
skepticism continues. Professor Tim Patterson
told an OFIA meeting we needed better
understanding of the causes of global
climate change before implementing “costly
programmes ostensibly designed to slow down
what is primarily a natural phenomenon.”
The hypothesis that recent warming is mainly
caused by human emissions of carbon dioxide
seemed “improbable,” according to Patterson.
In contrast, the 2017 Canadian Institute of
Forestry annual general meeting had numerous
presentations which recognized the threat
climate change poses to our forests, and
offered strategies for adaptation.
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Carbon markets
Milestones for for forestry – the
The Working afforestation option
20th ANNIVERSARY

Forest

November 1997: The first issue of The Working
Forest is published.
1998: Dr. Patrick Moore, co-founder of
Greenpeace, contributes columns as an
environmentalist, not as a representative
of Greenpeace.
Fall #2, 2000: The first ads appear introducing
the newspaper’s website.
Nov. 2001: Ontario Wood WORKS! first
awards gala, supported by The Working
Forest, among others.
Summer 2005: The Working Forest website
adds job postings.
Summer #2 2006: the first appearance of
the annual Logging and Heavy Equipment
Review.

Planting a fallow field as part of the OBAP project.
Photo courtesy First Resource Management Group.
Canadian carbon offset projects related to forestry
generally take one of two forms: either afforestation
(adding forest, the opposite of deforestation) or
“improved forest management.”
A successful afforestation project has been running in
Ontario for several years now. The Ontario Biodiversity
Afforestation Project is a forest carbon project that
converts historically farmed but currently fallow land
in Northeastern Ontario back to native, boreal or Great
Lakes St. Lawrence forest conditions. The project is
operated by Forest Carbon Alliance Inc. (FCAI), a
joint venture between Carbonzero and First Resource
Management Group Inc.
Those working in the Ontario forest sector may
know First Resource Management Group as a forest
management company. It manages more than 60,000
square kilometres of forest for tenure holders.
The Ontario Biodiversity Afforestation Project
(OBAP) is the largest afforestation project of its kind

Fall #1 2007: First announcement for a weekly
electronic newsletter, plus a blog
Winter #2 2007 had a small announcement
of the newspaper’s 10th anniversary. It says
staff spent one night putting together the new
newspaper, The Working Forest, back in 1997.
July 2010: The Working Forest joins the social
media world, launches Twitter profile.
2013: Founder and publisher
Judy Skidmore retires
October 2015: Miles and Loretta Causey
assume full ownership of The Working Forest
newspaper.

in Ontario. It was developed for the sole purpose of
sequestering greenhouse gas emissions and the creation
of carbon offsets.
The carbon offsets are sold through voluntary carbon
markets, rather than through the regulated cap and trade
program that Ontario is currently developing.
Phil Green, CEO of First Resource Management
Group, explains that carbon offsets sold through the
voluntary market are often purchased by corporations
or individuals looking to lighten their carbon footprint.
With more than 402,000 trees planted, the OBAP
will sequester 77,000 tonnes of carbon throughout its
lifetime. About 90 per cent of its offset credits have
been sold. Green says there is “quite a bit of interest” in
either expanding the OBAP or starting a new forestry
carbon project.
Because landowners in Ontario have no legal
obligation to re-establish their lands as forests, the
project activities go above and beyond the “business
as usual case” for both the landowner and project
proponents, and thus can qualify as carbon offsets.
In the case of “improved forest management” carbon
projects, it must be shown that the forest is being
managed in a way that increases carbon sequestration.
This might include silviculture practices, species
selection and harvesting practices, and would apply to
private, forested land.

PURCHASING RED PINE
standing, roadside, delivered

COMSATEC INC.

MECHANIZED THINNING
FOREST MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Energy Management

PHONE 613-628-2240

PEAKS IN ENERGY USAGE AT YOUR SITE
A financial impact that we can help control

LAVERN HEIDEMAN & SONS LIMITED

705-752-4342

R.R.2, 2057 Foymount Road, Eganville, ON K0J 1T0

61 High St. N. Callander, ON P0H 1H0

www.heideman.ca

18

2017 Winter #2

│

The Working Forest

Electricity & Natural Gas

www.comsatec.com

│

www.workingforest.com

Opinion

It’s a tough market.

If we are
serious about
protecting
caribou…

And we’re here to help make
sure your message reaches
the right audience.

By George Graham, R.P.F. Hearst, Ontario

I read Steve May’s opinion in a local newspaper, accusing some
mayors in Northern Ontario of playing political games about caribou
protection (Sudbury Star, Oct. 28, 2017). I want to thank him for raising
the issues and for giving me this opportunity to say I wholeheartedly
disagree with his views.
If only caribou protection in the Boreal was as simple as silencing
the views of Northern mayors to improve our image.
I’m a registered professional forester with nearly 40 years of
experience in Northeastern Ontario. Our team is involved in delivering
Ontario’s caribou policy on the ground.

“Ontario must deal with climate
change and the looming impacts
on forest species migration.”
Here are a few things I think must be addressed if we are serious
about protecting caribou:
1. Ontario must deal with climate change and the looming impacts
on forest species migration. I wish Mr. May and the Green Party
would spend time with the Forest Gene Conservation Association.
This summer Ontario’s Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
quietly announced closure of the Ontario Tree Seed Plant. A very
unhelpful move! Forest scientists predict our forest structures and
composition will change at an alarming pace. Black spruce forests
are an important component of caribou habitat but will be in trouble
in just a few decades, in less time than it takes to grow black spruce.
Development of visionary and adaptive seed strategies aligned with
a forward-looking provincial biodiversity strategy is crucial. Both
are lagging.
2. We need to be adaptive. As new knowledge and science becomes
available it must be applied to current practices, yet we are not seeing
that happen. Local examples illustrate that the model the federal
government prefers for predicting caribou population status based on
disturbance (i.e. harvesting) is outdated, as is the policy decision that
established 65% undisturbed territory as the threshold for minimum
probability of a self-sustaining population. Also, the science to support
“movement” of caribou into moose habitat in the Clay Belt area needs
to be reconsidered, based on better and more current knowledge. (The
Clay Belt is a fertile area in northeastern Ontario which does not favor
the growth of lichen, the primary food source for caribou.)
3. Our experience is that Indigenous traditional knowledge is not
being used to further our understanding of caribou and habitat. First
Nations in our area have rejected Ontario’s approach to recovering
caribou. In this time of reconciliation we must find ways to come
together on these important questions.
In my opinion both federal and provincial legislative frameworks are
poorly integrated, rely too heavily on an old protectionist paradigm,
and have not considered climate change and the needs of future forest
management practices, including silviculture.
The measures that Steve May and the Green Party stand behind will
create serious economic hardships for forest businesses and Northern
communities and still won’t recover caribou.

Canada wide distribution

Business Directory

CONSTRUCTION

SIGNS

POWDER COATING

TRUCKS - NORTHEAST

LUMBER PRODUCTS

FORESTRY SUPPLIES

Manufacturier de
bois de sciage
Lumber Manufacturer
Tel.: (705) 753-2220
Fax.: (705) 753-4588
Sturgeon Falls, ON

g o u l a r d l u m b e r @ g o u l a r d l u m b e r. c a
TRUCKS - NORTHEAST

For all of your strapping needs
Steel, Plastic and Tool Repair

877-536-6584

116 Shaver St.
Brantford, ON
N3T 5M1

www.jemline.com

519-754-5432
Fx: 519-759-3830

sales@jemline.com

LUMBER

Lumber Resources Inc.
We’re buying
KD & Green Hardwood Lumber
Tamarack and Aspen Lumber

MOTOR SALES INC.
www.lewismotorsinc.com

705 472 7220

Philippe LeBlanc
Quebec City , PQ

North Bay, ON

(418) 624-0038

Cell: (418) 953-3761

Advertise for a year for under

$599

www.workingforest.com

│

pleblanc@rlumber.ca
www.rlumber.ca

Call
1-877-869-0588

The Working Forest

│

2017 Winter #2

19

NORTRAX
ULTIMATE UPTIME

Powerful packages for
worry free ownership.
Available on EVERY new machine.

PLUS:

Industry Leading Parts Warranty
Receive 6 Months UNLIMITED HOURS
warranty on all John Deere OEM and Reman
parts. 12 months on Nortrax installed parts!
See Nortrax for details.

OUTRUN™ THEM ALL.
WHEN OTHER MACHINES TAKE A KNEE,
TAKE THE LEAD WITH UP TO 300 HORSEPOWER.
By boosting horsepower on all models — up to 300 on our 948L —
L-Series Skidders are now the most powerful in the forest. They provide
more pulling power and faster multifunctioning, and offer the widest
range of grapples available, including the new 22.3 sq. ft. option.
So get into an L-Series Skidder and get out ahead each day.

See Nortrax today for a full set of solutions to help you outrun
any obstacles to your success.

