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Ottawa sets
new rules
for drones

UBC researcher
competes for
global forestry
award

OTTAWA -- Forest Products Association of
Canada (FPAC) has announced that a graduate
researcher at the University of British
Columbia’s School of Biomedical Engineering
has been chosen as the Canadian finalist
for the global Blue Sky Young Researchers
Innovation Award.

The federal government is imposing a series of new restrictions on
the use of drones, requiring operators to be at least 14 years old and
calling on all owners to register their recreational and commercial
devices with Transport Canada, federal and industry officials said.
According to a report in the Globe & Mail, the new, more stringent
rules, covering drones that weigh less than 25 kilograms, will be
unveiled today (Wednesday). They will also include an obligation
for drone users to undergo online training and to inscribe a federal
registration number on their devices, the officials said.
The announcement comes after a series of drone sightings led to
runway closings and hundreds of cancelled flights at Gatwick and
Heathrow airports in Britain in recent weeks. Airport authorities fear
that drones could damage a plane in flight or cause a deadly crash after
being sucked into a plane’s engine.
The officials said the new rules for drone use in Canada will include
restrictions on their use within nine kilometres of airports. The three
officials were granted anonymity because they were not authorized to
publicly discuss the new rules before they were formally announced in
the Canada Gazette.
One of the biggest associations of drone operators in the country,
Unmanned Systems Canada (USC), has been working with the
government to develop the new rules for nearly a decade.
“The industry has been waiting for this a long time,” said USC chair
Mark Aruja. “It’s going to be good for business, good for investors and,
in this case, it’s going to be really good for safe operations.”

Amir Kashani is in the Chemical and
Biological Engineering department and
is currently pursuing a graduate degree
in Genome Sciences and Technology.
His winning entry highlights his master’s
research project on the biovalorization of
lignin.
“We are very excited by Amir’s work and
his ability to compete on the world stage.
His research has the potential to help us
develop an entirely new suite of forest sector
bioproducts. This is the kind of leadingedge research that puts our country’s forest
products sector at the forefront of innovation,
and we can take pride in the fact that it’s
happening right here, at home, in Canada,”
said Derek Nighbor, president and CEO of
FPAC.
The Blue Sky Award is part of a global
initiative spearheaded by the International
Council of Forest & Paper Associations
(ICFPA), of which FPAC is a member. The
intent is to engage promising young minds from around the world to compete by
highlighting their forest-based science initiatives.
This May, FPAC will host the ICFPA’s annual meeting in Vancouver, where the
international finalists will have an opportunity to present their winning ideas. “It is
a true honour for me to represent Canada in this competition,” said Kashani. “Being
recognized for research activities that are also a personal passion is really gratifying.”

IN THE NEWS
SFI AND AFF join forces to
grow family lands certification

Washington D.C. - The Sustainable Forestry
Initiative (SFI) and the American Forest Foundation
(AFF) have formed a new partnership to grow the
amount of certified family and other small holdings
in North America. Through this partnership, SFI and
AFF are working together on a Small Lands Group
Certification Module (Module), an innovative way
to grow certified family lands and small holdings by
building on the foundation of SFI’s Fiber Sourcing
Standard and drawing on the strengths of the American
Tree Farm System (ATFS) forest management standard.
Under this Small Lands Module, companies certified
to the SFI Fiber Sourcing Standard will be able to form
a new type of certification group to certify small lands
within their wood and fiber supply area.
This partnership builds on SFI’s previous work to
create a Small Lands Group Certification Module, draws
on AFF’s expertise in family woodland conservation,
adding elements to clarify support for long-term
landowner engagement, ongoing monitoring, and
forest management practices consistent with the ATFS
Standards of Sustainability, to enable lands in the U.S.
to be certified to ATFS, and in Canada to SFI, through
the Module. By adding these and other components,
the Module will improve forest conditions over time,

support family landowners throughout their tenure and
be credible in the marketplace as producing sustainably
managed fiber.
With this new partnership, SFI and AFF will work
together along with a Task Force of knowledgeable
leaders in sustainable forestry, government, conservation,
indigenous groups, and the forest products sectors to
respond to comments received during a 60-day comment
period. Members of the task force will be listed at the
Small Lands Module public engagement page when
confirmed. The final agreed text of the Module will be
submitted to the Programme for the Endorsement of
Forest Certification (PEFC) for approval this Spring.
Upon approval, fiber produced from lands certified under
this program will be certified content for both PEFC and
SFI labels and chain of custody systems.

Texas A&M Transportation
Institute and FPInnovations
sign MOU

Montreal -- Texas A&M Transportation Institute
(TTI) and FPInnovations signed a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) on January 13, at the
Transportation Research Board annual meeting
in Washington, D.C. The MOU will support the
establishment of a framework for information exchange
and collaboration to advance research opportunities.
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The MOU was signed by Greg Winfree, TTI Agency
Director, and Glen Légère, FPInnovations Senior
Manager, Roads and Infrastructure.
The parties have common research interests in the
areas of commercial, on-and-off-road transportation,
as well as roads and infrastructure. Specifically,
areas of possible collaboration include: emissions
and fuel consumption reduction, freight performance
measurement and fleet efficiency, road safety, lowvolume roads and infrastructure, data analysis, as well
as developing and testing electric, automated, and
autonomous vehicle technologies.
TTI and FPInnovations’ transportation research
specialists PIT Group, will benefit from knowledge
sharing and cooperative research for the promotion of
science and technology.
“We are looking forward to enhancing our partnership
with FPInnovations to address critical transportation
needs. There are numerous opportunities to collaborate
on research projects building on the strengths and
facilities of TTI and FPInnovations,” said Katie Turnbull,
executive associate director TTI.
“There is a great deal of synergy between TTI and
FPInnovations. Leveraging our expertise will strengthen
our ability to meet the needs of diverse sponsors,” adds
Jolanda Prozzi, environmental and air quality division
head, TTI.
Continued on page 4

│

The Working Forest

│

2019 Winter #1

3

GUEST EDITORIAL

Ontario is yours to
discover via forest
access roads

Box 138 Stn Main
North Bay, ON • P1B 8G8
1-877-869-0588
www.workingforest.com

By Kevin Edgson, President and CEO
EACOM Timber Corporation

Miles Causey
Steve Pawlett
Robin Brunet
Shaun Leslie Turriff
John Thomson
Wendy Killaire
Brett Vezina
Loretta Causey
Miles Causey

Publisher:
Editor:
Contributors:
Production:
Sales Manager:
Marketing Director:
Accounts:

The Working Forest is published 8 times a year by
1905058 Ontario Inc. Publication #41048506

IT’S RENEWAL TIME!

(

Call Loretta at 877-869-0588
email subscription requests to loretta@working forest.com

*
$

editor@workingforest.com
sales@workingforest.com
Working Forest Newspaper
@Workingforest

Northern Ontario is known for its vast forests, many
lakes, and outdoor adventure offerings. Since 2005, the
Ontario Government has invested in the construction and
maintenance of forest access roads across the province.
Distances are long in Ontario–Thunder Bay is 1,400
kilometres from Toronto. That is 15 hours of driving,
and you are just starting to get remote.
The forest access roads program expands on the
provincial highway network to strengthen multi-use
public infrastructure. Thanks to this government
infrastructure program, many roads, bridges, and water
crossings are maintained, repaired, and replaced annually.
A well-known example is the Sultan Road, a
115-kilometre road connecting Chapleau to Sudbury
that saves motorists hours off that east-west trip and
provides land access to recreationists. EACOM’s
Woodlands team makes sure to have it groomed each
spring before the May long weekend traffic and looks
after its yearlong maintenance.
In remote areas, one road can also be the lifeline of a
community–its only connection to its distant neighbours
and a vital supply line of food, medication, and other
goods. North west of Sudbury, the 160-kilometre
West Branch Road provides access to the Sagamok

Anishnawbek First Nation’s Ritchie Falls Resort and
many cottage owners.
2018 marked Ontario as the hottest wildfire season
in recent memory. Forest access roads provided a
critical link for emergency services during the fire
known as North Bay 72, which grew to more than
27,000 hectares only 20 kilometres away from our
community of Elk Lake.
In recent months, the Ford Government has launched
several initiatives to facilitate Ontarians’ enjoyment of
their great outdoors. In turn, we, at EACOM, continue
to do our part to ready the access to Ontario’s forests and
lakes: in 2018, we worked to maintain 5,167 kilometres
and built 973 kilometres of roads. These roads are built
and maintained to government standard and owned by
the Crown.
We hope to see a $75-million forest access roads
funding program in the 2019 budget to support people
who live, work, and play in northern Ontario. The
public-private engagement with the forest industry to
implement road building and maintenance activities
ensures a cost-effective approach to investing in
infrastructure. That is a good infrastructure deal for both
government and its people.

Industry groups have accused Canada’s two largest
rail companies of “discriminatory treatment” against
some commodities, the report notes, highlighting
the use of embargoes that temporarily stop traffic at
specific loading points or interchanges.
The report is part of a CTA investigation launched on
Jan. 14 following complaints from shipping associations
about rail service in B.C.’s Lower Mainland over the
past three months.
In a statement last week, Canadian Pacific
Railway Ltd. chief executive Keith Creel called the
investigation’s abrupt launch “irresponsible.”
He pointed to record grain shipments and a busier
port in recent months as global trade tensions work in
Canada’s favour, with a Chinese tariff on U.S. soybeans
and retaliatory European tariffs on U.S. corn spurring
more Canadian exports.
Canadian National Railway Co. has cited harsh
weather and the complex supply chain that feeds into
Canada’s busiest port.
A two-day hearing is slated for next week, with
presentations scheduled from both railways and several
shipping associations.
Drawing on interviews and data, the report states
that some shippers view the railways’ exceptionally
high embargo numbers as “an effort to push through the
maximum overall volume” at the expense of forestry
products and other commodities.

CP imposed no embargoes between October and
January for three straight years, then issued three
embargoes in the past three months, according to the
report.
CN issued a combined 20 embargoes during that
three-month period in 2017-18 and 2018-19, nearly
seven times more than it imposed during the same
period in the two prior years.
CN shipments of grain, chemicals and containerized
loads have mainly gone up over the past four years in
the October-to-January period, while forestry product
volumes went down 11%, the report shows.
The report also notes that since 2015, shipment
volumes in the Lower Mainland have increased 15 %
during the three-month period for CN, and 19 % for
CP, straining supply networks as demand for Canadian
commodities continues to grow in Asia.
Derek Nighbor, head of the Forest Products
Association of Canada, warned the railways against
playing “commodity whack-a-mole.”
He said the embargoes cost the pulp and paper
industry $500 million in contract penalties, shipping
charges, rebooked routes and storage costs.
Both railways have pointed to congestion problems
in the Vancouver area and said they will co-operate
with the investigation.

IN THE NEWS
Continued from page 3

“The collaboration between FPInnovations and TTI
is key in accelerating innovation and deployment of
advanced technologies in the transportation sector. I
am convinced that our partners will benefit from the
depth of expertise and increase in testing facilities that
this MOU will facilitate,” said Denis Cormier, senior
director, FPInnovations.

Watchdog probes commodity
discrimination by rail

The Canadian Press -- A preliminary report from the
Canadian Transportation Agency appears to confirm
shippers’ complaints about a relatively high number of
restrictions on commodities they tried to move by rail
through the Vancouver area.
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Weston Forest announces new
Associate Partner

Steve Rhone, president, is pleased to introduce Ryan
McInerney as a new associate partner at Weston Forest.
Ryan has been the manager of the Industrial Group
at Weston for almost ten years, and he now joins the
ranks of Jeff Baker, Leo Levi, Stuart Shecter and Victor
Ulgiati as an associate partner.
“Ryan is another great example that Weston Forest is
a company of unlimited opportunity,” said Steve Rhone.
“His performance and dedication make him an ideal
choice, and his status as associate partner demonstrates
the strength and commitment of our senior people to
invest in the ongoing success of the company. We are
very pleased to have Ryan on our team in this capacity.”

California Mass Timber Building
Competition begins

The California Government Operations Agency
(GovOps) will award $500,000 in grants as part
of the statewide California Mass Timber Building
Competition. Grants will be awarded to selected
proponent teams presenting viable and repeatable mass
timber solutions for commercial and multi-family
projects in California. The competition is being hosted

by GovOps and administered by WoodWorks – Wood
Products Council.
By showcasing the architectural and commercial
viability of advanced mass timber products in
construction, the competition is intended to support
employment opportunities in rural communities,
contribute to the health and resiliency of California
forests, and advance sustainability in the built
environment.
California is the largest consumer of engineered
wood products west of the Mississippi River, yet
almost none is produced in the state. By showcasing
opportunities for mass timber, GovOps seeks to
stimulate the demand for buildings constructed using
mass timber and generate investor interest in potential
in-state production capacity while advancing its climate
change and green building objectives.
Mass timber also has the potential to help reduce
the risk of catastrophic wildfires in California.
After a century of suppressing forest fires to protect
communities, many U.S. forests are now overly
dense and susceptible to large and severe fires. Mass
timber products present an opportunity for large, solid
structural elements to be potentially manufactured
from relatively small-diameter trees as well as other
traditionally lower-value resources (such as trees that
are dead or dying due to bark beetles or other insects

and disease).
Demand for these by-products of sustainable
forest management practices helps provide a market
incentive for forest thinning and other landscape
restoration efforts that reduce the risk of high-severity
fire. The intent of this competition is to inspire interest
and support for innovative wood products among the
architectural, developer and building communities as
well as the general public.
Mass timber is more commonly used for construction
in Europe, but the last decade has also seen an increase
in use as a structural element in North America; Canada,
Washington and Oregon have experienced some early
success in making these products a viable alternative
to traditional building materials. As a construction
material, mass timber is attractive to designers for
its strength, affordability, aesthetics, construction
efficiency, structural performance, reduced carbon
footprint, and ability to work alongside other materials
as a structural element.

New tool measures carbon
footprint

In the future, it will be possible to control a paper
machine on the basis of its carbon footprint. VTT
Technical Research Centre of Finland is developing a
Continued on page 6
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software tool for on-line life cycle assessment that offers
information to the operators of production equipment
or an entire plant concerning the impacts of operational
procedures on product-based environmental loading.
Climate change and increasing shortages of natural
resources are encouraging business enterprises to
clarify how their products and services are burdening
the environment throughout their entire life cycle.
Methods include the calculation of carbon footprints,

acidification or eutrophication of waterways, use of
fossil raw materials and rare minerals, and nitrogen and
sulphur emissions. However, the means to understand
the environmental impacts of emissions caused during
production on a real time basis are still inadequate.
There are several advantages to monitoring
production-based environmental impacts in real time.
Not only can processes be optimised more precisely, but
all employees participating in the control process can
also see the effects on the environment resulting from
their decisions. For example, the operator of a paper

Sawmill
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Forestry

Chips
Recycling

Debarking

www.cardinalsaw.com

SAWQUIP

machine can see, in real time, how the running of the
machine impacts its carbon footprint.
VTT is developing an on-line LCA software tool that
provides data to the operators of production equipment,
a process section or an entire plant concerning the
impacts of procedures on production- and productbased environmental loading. The system reacts to
changes made during production and provides its users
with information on environmental loading related to
these changes.
The system also takes the procurement of raw
materials into consideration in the life cycle assessment.
VTT’s research scientists have tested the modeling
tool by connecting it to a distillation column control
system at Tampere University of Technology. The
test indicated that the method is technically feasible.
Introducing the modelling tool to the data transfer chain
of the entire plant as well as to its historical materials
data still requires cooperation with the process facilities
and automation suppliers.

100% compostable, marinedegradable paper straws

World Centric has announced the
availability of new 100% compostable,
marine-degradable Kraft Paper Straws
designed to reduce the impact of plastic
straws on the planet. The new straws
are made from sustainable materials,
are non-toxic, and will help reduce the
buildup of unrecyclable plastic in the
environment and our oceans.
World Centric’s new Kraft Paper
Straws are manufactured utilizing FSC
(Forest Stewardship Council) certified kraft paper that
meets strict standards for environmental and social
responsibility and helps ensure long-term protection of
forests. The straws also provide durability unavailable
with traditional paper straws, which tend to quickly
lose their shape and functionality in liquids; contain
no phthalates, BPA, or chlorine bleach; and are
Continued on page 7
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IN THE NEWS
Continued from page 6

compostable. In addition, they fulfill the requirements
of the new California Straw Law that took effect
January 1, 2019.
The new straws join a portfolio of more than 250
fully compostable World Centric tableware products
designed to provide sustainable alternatives to plastic
and Styrofoam disposables.

Morbark acquires
DENIS CIMAF

Morbark has announced that it has completed
the acquisition of DENIS CIMAF Inc., based in
Roxton Falls, Québec. This transaction represents
the company’s second acquisition since private
equity firm Stellex Capital Management LP acquired
Morbark in 2016.
The earlier acquisition of Rayco Manufacturing
brought a lineup of innovative equipment into the
Morbark family across multiple product categories.
In particular, Rayco stump cutters, aerial trimmers,
forestry mulchers and crawler trucks. The purchase
of DENIS CIMAF is another step in the company’s
strategic focus on broadening the range of tree care and

industrial equipment, aftermarket parts, and service
offered to their customers.
Founded by Laurent Denis and his wife, Monique
Vaillancourt, in 1998, DENIS CIMAF specializes in
the development of high-performance brushcuttermulcher attachments for excavators, skid steers,
forestry tractors, graders and other types of heavy
equipment. The company manufactures three main
lines of products: the DAH series, industrial mulcher
attachments for excavators; the DAF series, attachments
for skid steers and other dedicated carriers; and the
EWF series, dedicated hydraulic power packs. The
company celebrated its 20th anniversary in business
this past summer.
“The DENIS CIMAF team and I are extremely
excited to be joining the Morbark family,” said
Benjamin Denis, the newly appointed general manager
of DENIS CIMAF. “DENIS CIMAF is a fantastic
business with committed and passionate associates, a
great track record and enormous global potential. Being
part of the Morbark family will enable us to continue to
grow the business farther and faster.”
“DENIS CIMAF’s line of attachments are
complementary to our current tree care and industrial
product lines. In fact, DENIS CIMAF mulcher heads
have been an available option on our Rayco carriers
for many years. The company’s patented mulcher
head design has enabled them to become the mulcher
head attachment of choice among intensive vegetation
control, land clearing, roadside transmission lines,
pipeline maintenance, and forest fire prevention
contractors,” said Dave Herr, CEO of Morbark.

Nova Scotia reduces
regulatory burden for truck
and forestry industries

Road reclassifications to allow efficient truck
axle configurations will help make the trucking and
forestry industries in Nova Scotia more competitive.

www.workingforest.com

“The department has worked with the trucking
and forestry industries to identify undue regulatory
barriers,” said Transportation and Infrastructure
Renewal Minister Lloyd Hines in a news release.
“Not only do these changes reduce regulatory
burden but they will also decrease greenhouse gas
emissions by reducing fuel consumption.”
The change allows B-trains – two trailers linked
together by a fifth wheel – to travel on additional
roads, enabling the movement of more materials at
one time.
This configuration reduces damage to roads as the
weight is spread out over more axles.

Softwood Lumber Board
welcomes six new directors

Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue has appointed
six members to serve on the Softwood Lumber Board
(SLB),. Members will serve a three-year term of
office beginning Jan. 1, 2019.
New members include J.D. Hankins, Ripley,
Miss., and Brian Luoma, Tuscaloosa, Ala. who will
represent the U.S. South. Todd Payne of Eugene,
Ore., and George Emmerson of Bella Vista, Calif.,
will represent the U.S. West. Kevin Edgson of
Montreal, Quebec, will represent Canada East, and
Brad Thorlakson, of Vernon, British Columbia, will
represent Canada West.
The Softwood Lumber Board is composed of 19
members, including 12 domestic manufacturers and
seven importers. Of the 12 domestic manufacturers,
six represent the U.S. South, five represent the U.S.
West, and one represents the Northeast and Lake
States. Of the seven importers, four represent Canada
West, two represent Canada East, and one represents
all other importing countries besides Canada.
“The Softwood Lumber Board thanks Secretary
Perdue for appointing a strong slate of new directors
Continued on page 20
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Harvesting

Winch-assist harvesters: the best
practices you should know about
on steeper ground.
Wheeled machines are well suited for winch-assisted
harvesting systems because they are more fuel efficient
and create less ground disturbance due to better ground
contact and lower ground pressure. Best management
practices are required to keep these machines productive
and cost efficient.
There will be situations when not all of the steps in
this manual apply due to the variability within the forests.
However, these steps always need to be considered and
applied at least 80% of the time to ensure successful
operations. Skipping steps or changing the process,
though possibly convenient, can lead to machine damage
or reduced productivity.

Steep slope harvesting with winch-assisted machines
has been steadily increasing in western Canada.
Although this technique is still new here, winch systems
with harvesters and forwarders have been used in
Europe for more than 20 years. Machines and equipment
are constantly evolving thanks to technological
advancements. As these changes happen, our best
practices must change accordingly to ensure optimal
safe production and efficiency.

“These best practices
are designed to help
make operators more
successful.”

FPInnovations partnered with Forest Liaison Inc.
to produce a best practices manual for winch-assisted
harvesters which was funded in part by Northern
Development Initiative Trust. Forest Liaison Inc.
has considerable training expertise in cut-to-length
harvesting and has adapted it to steep slope operations

with winch-assisted machines.
The best practices manual provides a comprehensive
summary of techniques and processes which have
been developed and implemented by some of the best
operators in the world to achieve high productivity in
the most safe and cost-effective manner.
“Every stage of planning, felling, delimbing, and
cutting product to length is covered,” explains Jim Hunt,
Lead Scientist, Resource Management at FPInnovations.
“These best practices are designed to help make
operators more successful.”
For many years, tracked harvesters with tilting
platforms performed well in semi-steep ground without
the assistance of cable winches. However, harvesting has
increased on short pitches which are too steep for tilting
machines and not economical for large cable yarders.
Therefore, winch-assisted machines were identified as
a solution to this problem in British Columbia.
These harvesters have been common in Europe,
Australia, and New Zealand for several years. Globally,
equipment manufacturers produce and develop
machines with computerized cable winches that work
with existing conventional harvesters to operate safely

“The best practices
manual provides a
comprehensive summary
of techniques and
processes.”
“These best practices are designed for success,
and following the guidelines will help operators be
more successful,” states Dzhamal Amishev, Senior
Researcher in FPInnovations’ Fibre Supply group.
“If you find you have difficulty doing some of the
best practices, don’t hesitate to ask your contractor/
manufacturer for some one-on-one time to address
concerns before they become problems. Sometimes it
only takes a bit of coaching to get you comfortable with
all of the steps of the harvesting process.”
The best practices manual for winch-assisted
harvesters is available on FPInnovations’ steep
slope initiative website: http://steepslopeinitiative.
fpinnovations.ca/best-management-practices/guides/
For more information about this project, please
contact Jim Hunt: James.Hunt@fpinnovations.ca

Hince Transport upgrades fleet with
electronic logging devices

A small transportation company in Hearst, Ont., is
staying ahead of the technology curve by installing
electronic data logs on its fleet of trucks. The mission
statement of Hince Transport talks of being an innovative
leader, and promoting safety, reliability, punctuality and
customer service by using the current best practices.
The new technology will allow Hince Transport to do
just that.
An electronic logging device (ELD) is technology
that automatically records a driver’s driving time and
other hours-of-service (HOS) data. This allows easier,
more accurate HOS recordkeeping. An ELD monitors a

vehicle’s engine to capture data on whether the engine
is running, whether the vehicle is moving, miles driven,
and duration of engine operation (engine hours).
ELDs or other onboard recording devices became
mandatory for carriers in the U.S. last December. They
are not yet mandatory in Canadian jurisdictions.
They are intended to help create a safer work
environment for drivers, and make it easier and faster to
accurately track, manage, and share records of duty status.
Gino Hince, president and CEO, has been installing
ELDs in his trucks, at a cost of about $1000 vehicle,
plus a monthly fee.

www.workingforest.com

The ELDs have reduced paperwork, says Hince, “and
it seems that we’re going a good direction with it.”
And he’s noticed the electronic oversight has changed
the workplace. “From the moment you start the ELD in
the morning, it’s a race all day long, to the end. There’s
no room for small repairs, flat tires, etc.”
With the cost of upgrading and the more comprehensive
data tracking, Hince has raised his rates somewhat.
Hince Transport has a broad service offering. For one
local mill, for example, Hince hauls logs in the bush,
log waste and finished products on highways, and resin
from sites in the U.S.
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Forest Management

A need for strategic post forest fire
management
By Steve Pawlett

“The biggest issue in my mind is the fact that there
are many burned timber stands that won’t be salvaged
because the timber is not merchantable. That timber has
good ecological value. However, as the wood dies and
comes to the ground, and new vegetation like grasses
come into the stands creating a new fuel that has a very
high rate of spread. So, we expect some of these areas
have the potential to re-burn, not right away but likely
in the next 10 to 20 years,” explains Bruce Blackwell,
president of Blackwell & Associates Ltd, a Canadian
forestry consultant company specializing in professional
forestry and environmental management.

The Kelowna Park fire that happened in 2003 had a
re-burn in 2017. “This is a common phenomena that has
happened in a number of burned areas in the U.S. as well.
With fires becoming more frequent, we are experiencing
more burned areas that could come back into play again.
In addition, we may be exacerbating this risk because we
are often seeding,” says Blackwell.
“When you seed you can bring in non-native grasses
and other invasive vegetation. Seeding is meant to
stabilize hydrology and prevent erosion and landslides,
but the grasses and other herbaceous vegetation also
becomes a fuel that has a high rate of spread that could

Customer Satisfaction SINCE 1991

cause us problems, especially when it is near to homes
and highway corridors where there is a high potential for
human caused ignitions.
“We need to find a balance between re-vegetating
these sites, managing the overstory cover, and trying
to prevent rapid fuel growth. We need thoughtful
prescriptions regarding replanting and rehabilitating these
areas,” explains Blackwell.
Blackwell advises that we must be careful as a lot of
these areas are dry forest and will get natural regeneration
in the right conditions so if we go in and plant them, we
may end up in 30 or 40 years from now, with a very dense
forest that takes us back to a high risk.
“Ultimately, prescriptions to rehabilitate these areas
must be very thoughtful, incorporate a sound knowledge
of ecosystem management, habitat, and the right strategy
to meet the land management objective.
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www.lewismotorsinc.com
705 472
7220

North
Bay,
ON
705
472
7220
North Bay, ON

Logging,
Walking Floors &
Flat Bed Services
634 Jolin Street, PO Box 38, Hearst, ON P0L 1N0
1-888-900-1658 • 705-372-6111 • Fax: 705-372-6110
hincetransport.com
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“Quite often there is a rush to go out and do something
without a lot of thought and understanding of what
structures are there. The site is also affected by the
severity of the burn. The higher the severity of the
burn, the less likely you are going to have merchantable
timber,” adds Blackwell.
“More organics are going to be lost, so there is a
higher probability of debris flows and landslides on
steeper ground and removing too much tree cover may
exacerbate this. Tree roots will hold the site stable for
10 to 12 years, so if we are taking off a lot of the timber
that is merchantable, then we are setting our selves up
for a potential hydrological problem,” adds Blackwell.
“There are a whole host of factors that need to be
considered, and they are variable. Typically, we look at
this very simplistically; we want to reforest it, we want
to re-vegetate it, but we are not thinking of the long
term -- what are we doing to the fuels and the future
stand conditions? Are we increasing fire risk? Are we
destabilizing the site? Or, are we managing it to meet
the objectives of the future?”
Blackwell says that whether you are working in a park
or on private land, or public property, there are different
land management objectives and those must be factored
into the overall plan.
“When you are working close to a wildland
urban interface (human build up area), your primary
management objective is to ensure that there is not going
to be an increased hazard going forward that is going to
threaten that community again.
“A lot of people think the solution is to take all the

“What are we doing to
the fuels and the future
stand conditions? Are we
increasing fire risk? Are
we destabilizing the site?
Or, are we managing it
to meet the objectives of
the future?”
trees down and seed in with grass or regenerate the
site. The other consideration is that grass is one of the
most rapidly spreading fuel types,” he explains. “Often
fire departments cannot respond to those grass fires
as quickly when they are near homes, so if you create
hundreds of hectares of grass, the fire is going to spread
back into the interface making it very difficult for fire
suppression resources to suppress it in time to reduce
damages actively. There have been several examples of
that happening in places in North America. If we don’t
think about it and plan properly, we are going to create
more fuels that are problematic into the future.”
Blackwell says we don’t need to solve it in the first year
on most sites. We can take 2 or 3 years to fully understand
what is going on, then develop plans and prescriptions

www.workingforest.com

that can be implemented in year two or year three. The
timber must be harvested before it degrades, and those are
the priority sites, but then you have all the other sites that
you need to reforest so they can become productive again.
“The real strategy is to understand the impact of the
fire site, and it’s going to be variable, so you need to
quantify that variability and understand what the best
prescription is given the fire severity, given the amount
of merchantable timber, in some cases, there may be
no merchantable timber post-fire. You then must be
thoughtful in that prescription about the vegetation you
want to grow there, the hazard that you are willing to
accept and how you would manage that hazard into the
future,” advises Blackwell.
Bruce Blackwell has over 30 years of experience as a
professional Forester and Biologist, specializing in fire
and forest ecology, silviculture, vegetation management,
and forest practice audits and reviews. He is a specialist
in forest fire science and has completed numerous
projects on this subject including a fire risk assessment
for British Columbia and multiple fire management plans
for both the public and private sectors.
Bruce assisted the Firestorm 2003 Review Team in the
development of recommendations on forest management
and policy. He has extensive experience in the assessment
of forest fire hazard and risk and has been on the leading
edge of the development of Wildfire Threat Assessment
in British Columbia. Bruce has applied his expertise in
developing FireSmart Communities and subdivisions and
contributed to the development of a Municipal Wildfire
Protection Strategy for the town of Jasper.
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ATTEND NATIONAL HARDWOOD LUMBER
ASSOCIATION INSPECTOR TRAINING SCHOOL
WITHOUT EVER LEAVING CANADA!

N

HLA is partnering with Haliburton Forest & Wild Life Reserve to bring the
189th Class of the NHLA Inspector Training School to Canada. The 10-week class
(comprised of 350 contact hours), will take place at Haliburton Forest & Wild Life
Reserve (1095 Redkenn Road, Haliburton, ON K0M 1S0)

Contact hours are completed through a combination of lecture and lab time. Standard class hours
are Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Students who successfully fulfill all program
requirements will receive a certificate of completion from NHLA.

Where Are They Now

NHLA Inspector Training School has a 98-percent job placement rate and is an excellent spring
board for a successful career in the hardwood lumber industry.

ITS 85th Class

NHLA Inspector Training School Alumni
Where Are They Now
PETER VAN AMELSFOORT
85TH CLASS
Peter Van Amelsfoort is an Inspector Training School alumnus
from the 85th class. Peter is a strong advocate of Inspector Training School, saying, “The class allowed me the opportunity to have
steady work in the sawmill business and led to the opportunity to
start in a supervisory position at a sawmill, then kiln operations
and finally buying and selling green and kiln dried lumber.”
Peter encourages people to consider working in the hardwood
lumber industry because it provides new challenges each day with variable products, customer needs,
evolving markets, and pricing. Attending the NHLA Inspector Training School is your opportunity to
start a career, not just a job.
Today, Peter is the Chief Lumber Pilit at Quality Hardwoods in Powassan, Ontario where he manages the
yard, kilns, purchasing, and sales.

NHLA IS ON
THE ROAD AGAIN!
Heading back to
Ontario this Spring

ELEVATE YOUR JOB TO A CAREER!

Become a Lumber Inspector by taking our special 10-week course at
Haliburton Forest & Wild Life Reserve (1095 Redkenn Rd Haliburton ON K0M 1S0)
March 25 – June 7

Registration is open and space is limited. So make sure you register early!
Register online at: www.haliburtonforest.com/event/nhla-inspector-training-school-189/
Questions about housing, registration or the facility call Peter Cundall at 705-457-0419 or email at
pcundall@haliburtonforest.com. For class information, contact Becky Miller at 901-399-7569 or b.miller@nhla.com.

Forest Management

Evaluating the challenges of
harvesting burned timber

By Steve Pawlet

NORTHERN ONTARIO

Multi-year harvest
and/or hauling
contracts

CONTACT: DENIS ROY
705.869.4020 x235
denis.roy@EACOM.ca
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Last year Ontario experienced 1,325 fires with 276,356 hectares
burned, compared to 2017 which saw 776 fires and 111,955
hectares burned. BC suffered close to 13,000 sq. km burned, which
broke a record set the previous year. Several other provinces have
also experienced severe fire seasons in recent years.
Scientists say there are several reasons for the severity of the last
two wildfire seasons. These include a lack of controlled burns, that
have allowed potential fuels to build up and the effects of climate
change. Catastrophic fire seasons are becoming the “new norm,”
and salvaging burned timber is now becoming a common practice.
The key is to salvage the timber as soon as possible before
boring insects can ravage the damages stands.
The North Bay 72 Fire, which was in EACOM’s backyard,
reached a final size of 27,285.7 hectares after it was initially
discovered on July 8. The fire was declared ‘being held’ on Aug. 7
and ‘under control’ on Aug. 15. North Bay 72 was finally declared
out on October 29.
EACOM which pitched in with the MNR to build an extensive
fire break, (See sidebar) did an immediate trial harvest in October
and ran a sample. “We did a trial to see how the wood ran through
the sawmill before proceeding with more salvage logging,”
explained Christine Leduc, director, public affairs, EACOM.

when the feller buncher grabbed the tree, it would have
to stop for a few seconds for the dust to settle so the
operator could see where the bunch was so he could lay
it down in the bunch. It doesn’t sound like much, but
With the North Bay Fire 72 growing
when you are doing several hundred cycles in a day, it
to almost 30,000 ha and getting
has an impact,” adds Byrne.
dangerously close to the town of
“Some of the longer terms effects are unknown at this
Elk Lake, EACOM worked with the
time. Such as the long-term effect of the grit getting
Reeve of James, Terry Fiset, and
into the engines. How does that affect the working life
of the machinery? That is an unknown. We are looking
its colleagues at the Temiskaming
at quantifying the things that we have observed,” adds
Forest Alliance to approach MNRF
Byrne.
with an offer of assistance for the fire
“To fully evaluate the effects of salvaging burned
fighting efforts. The group worked to
timber we need to look at it as an entire system from
build a 10-meter-wide, 28 km long fire
harvesting to processing. Regarding the bunching, the
break tight to the North-West flank
fire cleared out most of the understory, so there may be
of NOR72. EACOM’s Woodlands
less brushing in the bunching phase.
“One of the things we need to do to quantify that is to
O p e r a t i o n s S u p e r v i s o r, J e r e m y
get into a green Douglas Fir stand which we weren’t able
Beach, was tasked with coordinating
to do this fall and compare these different phases in the
the team of local contractors:
entire system. In a burned stand and an unburned stand
Resources Technology Management
to do a real apple to apple comparison,” explains Byrne.
Inc, Timiskaming Timber Inc., Wayne
The fires have also impacted Lodgepole Pine stands as
Lafrance Logging, W. Paiement &
well, but FP Innovations has not yet looked at Lodgepole
S o n s , R o s k o F o r e s t r y, D e m a r e l l
Pine impacts. Typically, the pine has a thinner bark
Forestry, and SM Forestry Services.
so not as much of that wood is likely to come out as
merchantable.
Fire breaks are strips of land that have
“Speaking with the companies in the interior where
been cleared of trees, shrubs and the
the Lodgepole pine burned, many of those areas had
organic material layer leaving exposed
already been killed by the Mountain Pine Beetle. Before
mineral soil to minimize any available
the fire, they were salvaging the dead Lodgepole Pine,
but given that they were dead and the bark is so thin, in
fuel that would encourage the fire’s
that part of the central interior, there isn’t as much of a
progression. They also provide easy
chance of recovery of merchantable fibre compared to
access for staff to run water hoses
Douglas-fir,” adds Byrne.
very close to the fire, should the need
With Douglas Fir, the thicker bark means there is a
arise. The fire had been downgraded
much higher chance the wood underneath survived. But
from “Out of control” to “Being held”
even with the thicker bark, the intense ground fire, in
on August 8th. A fire that is “Being
some areas burned through the bark and damaged the
held” is not likely to spread beyond
wood. “They did lose some volume due to long butting
of some of the more severely damaged parts of the log.”
its current bou ndarie s ba se d on
Eacom has experienced similar conditions and
forecasted conditions.
challenges with their salvage operation on Fire 72.
The tireless work that was put in by
“Crews are exercising extra caution due to exposed
Jeremy and his team helped contain
bedrock. We have to monitor all operations in the process
the fire and sa ved the Elk Lake
much more closely and can take extra precautions like
changing out air filters more frequently on all harvesting
community from uncertainty and a
and processing equipment,” adds Leduc. “We are closely
possible evacuation.
monitoring for stains or wormholes and any other
damage the timber has sustained from the fire.”
“Salvage harvesting is a
tool we have for adapting
to climate change, but
it does have logistical
economic and ecological
considerations to work
Forestry and Construction Equipment - Plasma Cutting Table
through; Is it economical
Industrial Machine Shop Welding Services - Generators
to harvest burned timber?
This is a conversation
that has to happen as
climate change continues
to impact the landscape,”
explains Leduc. “For us,
Fire 72 was in our back
yard, and the summer
P.O. BOX 1480 - 1697 HWY 11 W.
of 2018 was the hottest
705.362.4478
HEARST, ON P0L 1N0
season that we had seen
Fax: 705.362.5616
in recent memory.”
www.jeansdieselshop.com

Breaking Fire 72

EACOM, with the assistance of Wayne LaFrance
Logging, is now harvesting salvage timber to maximize
its use and make way for a new forest.
“Based on this sample we did not notice an adverse
effect from fire or insects on the trees we processed. The
fire appeared to burn the bark but did not do any actual
damage to the wood. No inside damage showed up in
the trial. Based on this result we are now in the process
of harvesting some burned wood from North Bay 72,”
said Leduc. “We will continue to monitor the wood
coming off this salvage harvest operation closely as it
is processed through the sawmill.”
North Bay 72 burned only 23 kilometres from
EACOM’s Elk Lake mill, and while these salvage trees
are of a small diameter and would typically not be
harvested for a couple more decades, the accessibility
makes it worthwhile. “When you talk about the
economics of harvesting burned timber, you need to
look at the total disturbance and nature of the forest are the trees mature or of small diameter, and whether
or not access exists from the burned trees to a nearby
processing facility” adds Leduc. Had the fire taken
place 300 kilometers from the mill, this salvage logging
operation may not have been economically viable.
In BC, FP Innovations is conducting a burned timber
salvage trial to measure the impact on harvesting and
processing operations.
“At this point, we have done one trial. What we have
to say at this point is based on what we have gotten from
this one trial,” explains Ken Byrne, research manager
for Resource Management in the Fibre Supply Group
of FP Innovations.
The harvesting and processing part of this project
that Byrne is responsible for is part of a much larger
project at FP innovations that is being led by Shannon
Huntley. Huntley is looking at all the incremental costs
that may be associated with harvesting and processing
burned timber.
Byrne was able to view some of the burned sites in
preparation for this trial. We looked at logs that they were
actively harvesting which were mainly interior Douglas
Fir. We have not looked at Lodgepole Pine.
Byrne went on to explain that one of the subsequent
impacts after the fire is that it created a lot of dead trees
that could potentially spur a Douglas Fir bark beetle
outbreak. “In some of the logs in the mill yards, we did
see Douglas Fir Bark Beetle activity already occurring.”
In terms of the harvesting and processing, the burned
timber has had an impact on the contractors and their
costs. During the summer they were changing filters
much more frequently in the engines of all the equipment
that was being used to harvest and process the burned
timber.
“We viewed a video of summer operations where
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Transportation

Continental triumphs in fuel
efficiency testing
retreads, innovative digital tire monitoring solutions, a nationwide service network, and 24-hour roadside support to
help our fleet customers bring down the total cost of ownership. With more than 140 years of history, Continental is
a partner you can count on. These test results prove our commitment to delivering the best products,” said Williams.
In the line haul application test, the following 11R22.5 tires from Continental were tested: Conti EcoPlus HS3
steer, HDL2 drive, and Conti EcoPlus HT3 trailer tires. The Continental tires delivered a fuel economy of 7.35
mpg, which is a 2.1% fuel savings over Michelin X-Line Energy. The test results were as follows:

Technology giant Continental took first place in two
fuel efficiency tests conducted by the PIT Group of
FPInnovations.
Three tire brands were tested for fuel efficiency in
line haul applications and in regional applications:
Continental, Michelin, and Double Coin. For both
applications, Continental tires showed the best fuel
efficiency, delivering up to 6% fuel savings over the
other brands.
“Continental is proud to demonstrate the best fuel
efficiency in both long haul and regional applications
in this test,” said Paul Williams, Continental’s executive
vice president of commercial vehicle tires for the
Americas. “More than 3 million of our truck tires are
manufactured here in the U.S. every year, helping us
deliver the Lowest Overall Driving Cost to fleets across
North America. Fuel efficiency is just one component –
we also provide advanced engineering in new tires and

Tires

Double Coin

Continental

Michelin

Steer Tire

RR680

Conti EcoPlus HS3

X-Line Energy Z

Drive Tire

FD405

HDL2

X-Line Energy D

Trailer Tire

IM 105

Conti EcoPlus HT3

X-Line Energy T

Fuel consumption (L/100 km)

32.54

31.99

32.68

Fuel economy (mpg)

7.23

7.35

7.20

Rank

2

1

3

In the regional application test, the following 11R22.5 tires from Continental were tested: Conti Hybrid HS3
(Conti HSL 3) steer, HDR2 EP drive, and Conti Hybrid HT3 trailer tires. The Continental tires delivered a fuel
economy of 7.26 mpg, which is a 6.3% fuel savings over Michelin. The test results were as follows:

Tires

Double Coin

Continental

Michelin

Steer Tire

RT606+

Conti Hybrid HS3 (Conti HSL 3)

XZE2

Drive Tire

RLB1

HDR2 EP

XDN2

Trailer Tire

RR150

Conti Hybrid HT3

XZE2

Fuel consumption (L/100 km)

34.29

32.41

34.58

Fuel economy (mpg)

6.86

7.26

6.80

Rank

2

1

3

Red Pine • White Pine • Spruce • Balsam • White Cedar
• Environmentally Controlled Forestry Thinning
• Buyers of Standing and Felled Timber
• Forestry Management Planning • Property Tax Rebates
• Now Purchasing Logs at Roadside

684063 Sideroad 30, Holland Centre, Ontario N0H 1R0
Rob Beirnes
Forestry Operations Manager

moggievalley@gmail.com

519-794-0018 Fx: 519-794-0019
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“Continental offers one of the most fuel-efficient
regional product lines available on the market,”
explained Helmut Keller, Continental’s head of brand
and product management for commercial vehicle tires
in the Americas region. “The Hybrid line is ideal for
super-regional applications. This year, the steer tire will
be renamed from Conti Hybrid HS3 to Conti HSL 3, but
the tire characteristics will remain unchanged. This line
features advanced tread compounding that delivers long
removal mileage and low rolling resistance in regional
applications.”
One of the largest automotive suppliers and tire
manufacturers in the world, Continental develops
pioneering technologies to make fleets safer, more
efficient, and more connected. With innovative tire
technology and digital fleet solutions, Continental
optimizes tire lifecycle management.

Tips for Improving Fuel Economy

In addition to choosing fuel-efficient tires, fleets
can improve fuel economy by maintaining correct tire
pressure. Underinflation of just 10 psi reduces fuel
economy by one percent, and improper tire inflation
increases total tire-related costs by approximately
$600 to $800 annually per tractor-trailer combination,
according to the Technology & Maintenance Council.
Continental offers a full portfolio of digital tire
monitoring systems to meet different fleet needs.
Solutions include ContiPressureCheck single vehicle
monitoring system, ContiConnect Yard fleet monitoring

system with web portal, and ContiPressureCheck Solo
GHG2-compliant TPMS for trailers. Components of all
systems can be combined to take advantage of different
functionalities.
ContiPressureCheck monitors a single vehicle
in real-time, alerting the driver to tire pressure and
temperature issues via an in-cab display. It is ideal for
fleets whose trucks or buses are away from the terminal
for long periods of time, and for owner-operators.
ContiPressureCheck can also be integrated with any of
our telematics partners for remote data viewing, such as
Zonar, PeopleNet, and Geotab.
ContiConnect monitors the entire fleet when vehicles
are in the terminal, alerting back office personnel to tire
issues via a mobile-friendly web portal, plus text and
email notifications for severe alerts. It is ideal for fleets
whose trucks or buses return to the terminal daily.
ContiPressureCheck Solo is designed to meet
greenhouse gas emissions and fuel efficiency standards
from multiple regulatory bodies, which are currently
pending implementation: GHG Phase 2 for Trailers set
forth by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and National Highway Traffic Safety Association
(NHTSA), and CA Phase 2 GHG Trailer Rules set
forth by the California Air Resources Board (CARB)
which go into effect in 2020. Both sets of regulations
currently contain provisions for certain trailers to install
either a tire pressure monitoring system (TPMS) or an
automatic tire inflation system (ATIS) and to use lowrolling-resistance tires.

“If the legislation stays as currently written, fleets
will be able to meet all GHG 2 regulations with just two
simple items from Continental: the ContiPressureCheck
Solo trailer TPMS and our extremely low rolling
resistance tires, such as the Conti EcoPlus line,” explains
Michelle Reinhart, head of Continental’s digital solutions
for commercial vehicle tires in Americas region. “Just
two products and your trailer can be GHG 2 compliant.
You won’t need an aerodynamic kit or any additional
products.”

About the PIT Group Test

The fuel efficiency test procedure was based on TMC
Fuel Consumption Test Procedure – Type III, RP 1103A.
Each tire brand was tested on three identical vehicles,
by switching tires from one test vehicle to another
between tests, to clearly identify their impact on the fuel
consumption. The vehicles used were 2016 International
Prostar tractors powered by Cummins ISX15 engines,
pulling 2018 Vanguard 53-foot two-axle cube van semitrailers, at a cruising speed of 64.6 mph (104 km/h).
The testing was completed during the 21st Energotest
campaign, which was held September 5–14, 2018, at the
Transport Canada Motor Vehicle Test Centre in Quebec,
Canada. Energotest evaluates solutions for achieving
higher fuel efficiency and lower emissions of greenhouse
gases in the trucking industry, providing fleets with
indisputable data to choose the most efficient solutions.

Digging? Contact Us.
Unplanned excavations can turn up unpleasant surprises, so don’t
take chances. If you’re planning work around TransCanada’s gas pipelines,
contact us in advance. Pipeline locators will clearly mark any potential
hazards. The service is free and can be reached 24 hours a day.
Call 1.800.400.2255 or visit www.clickbeforeyoudig.com
to request a locate.
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NEW PRODUCTS
New Generation Chainsaws from Husqvarna

capacity for handling small and mid-sized trees. Cutting capacity is the true measure
of the performance of the saw. It is the speed at which the entire system -- bar, chain
and powerhead -- works to cut wood at the optimal RPM. Through a series of internal
tests, Husqvarna has shown that the 550 XP Mark II provides best-in-class cutting
capacity when compared to the closest competitor in the 50cc segment.

Endurance

Husqvarna has unveiled the company’s next generation of 50cc chainsaws for
professional loggers and arborists.
The Husqvarna 550 XP Mark II and the 545 Mark II are redesigned from scratch,
resulting in a new level of cutting capacity, maneuverability and endurance, making
them optimized for harvest forestry and urban forestry applications including felling,
limbing, removals or cross cutting of small and mid-sized trees.
“It’s not just a new chainsaw, it’s a new generation of chainsaws in which all vital
parts are new. The Husqvarna 550 XP Mark II has superior cutting capacity and has
been proven through the most extreme testing to assure it meets expectations of our
most demanding forestry and tree care professionals. We are redefining the 50cc
segment by setting a new standard for performance, durability and maneuverability,”
explained Gent Simmons, director of product management, forestry at Husqvarna.
Coming 60 years after the launch of its very first saw, Husqvarna’s two new 50cc
chainsaws feature ground-up new design and engineering. The Husqvarna 550 XP
Mark II and Husqvarna 545 Mark II have been designed to deliver outstanding cutting

For the purpose of endurance in tough conditions, the cooling capacity of the
Husqvarna 550 XP Mark II and Husqvarna 545 Mark II has been improved by 13 %,
compared to the previous generation of 50cc chainsaws from Husqvarna.
This is made possible by three key improvements:
1) an optimized airflow,
2) the addition of more cooling fins in critical areas that contribute to more effective
cylinder heat dissipation,
3) an insulating heat shield, specifically developed for the new chainsaws, which
provide sealing against the cylinder area and minimizes heat leakage. This helps
keep the carburetor compartment cool to improve startability in hot conditions.
In addition, a completely new muffler keeps temperatures down.
For further endurance, the 50cc chainsaws have a new air filter design. The new
design comes from the combination of a redesigned air filter with higher capacity
and improved sealing and an upgrade of the Air Injection. This, in turn means the
saws are equipped with a new optimized version of AutoTune, Husqvarna’s ignition
module software and carburetor calibration.

Comfort and maneuverability

True to Husqvarna chainsaw heritage, the new generation of 50cc saws have a
user-centric design. The well-balanced saw body with low gyroscopic forces provides
excellent maneuverability and handling, enabling users to work longer without tiring.
The ergonomically designed handles provide a safe, comfortable grip. In addition, the
Husqvarna 550 XP G Mark II and the Husqvarna 545G Mark II are equipped with
heated handles, for more comfort during cold weather use.
Designed with the expert user in mind, the new 50cc chainsaws have two felling
sights, one vertical and one horizontal - both are molded into the plastic for clear
aiming and permanent guidance.
The chainsaws are manufactured in Huskvarna, Sweden, and equipped with the
X-CUT chain and the X-force bar. Both 50cc chainsaws will be available in stores
from March 11, 2019. The MSRP will start at $724.99 for the 545 Mark II and $779.99
for the 550 XP Mark II.
Continued on page 19

Log Truck Driver Needed
J.M. Longyear International, LP

We have an opening for an experienced Log
Truck Driver to join our Bancroft, Ontario team.
J.M. Longyear (JMLongyear.com) is a privately-held Marquette, Michigan
based asset manager with a 145-year track record of growing long-term
value. We value and respect our employees with safety as the number
one priority.
The ideal candidate will have:
• 3+ years experience operating a log truck
• safe work ethic a must
• experience running a loader and operating on wood roads
• AZ designation with a clean driving abstract
We offer a competitive wage as well as excellent benefits including
health, dental, life, short and long term disability, RRSP, vacation, sick
time and holidays.
Please send resumes to: applicant@jmlongyear.com
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NEW PRODUCTS
Continued from page 18

John Deere Updates G-Series Swing Machines

machines still incorporate the most popular features from the original models,
including improved cabs, better machine performance and a more durable design.
The John Deere swing machines come standard with JDLink telematics five years in
base, offering owners and operators remote diagnostics and streamlined connectivity.

Alliance Tire
launches two cut-tolength forestry tires

Alliance Tire Group (ATG) has
launched two new tires into the
booming CTL market under its
Alliance Forestar line.
The Alliance 643 Forestar III
LS-2 and Alliance 644 Forestar III LS-2 feature steel-belted construction and special
chunk-and-chip-resistant compound to meet the challenges facing tires on heavy
CTL machinery, says Terry Goodwin, National Forestry Manager for Alliance Tire
Americas. They are engineered to minimize soil compaction and surface disturbance,
he notes, and to excel in the broad range of conditions CTL harvesters face year-round.
“We’ve designed these tires for great traction on their own, and to work well with
tracks and chains for reliable, no-fuss performance in any environment,” Goodwin
says. “They’ve also got reinforced sidewalls that can handle the dynamic force and
side-to-side motion of a fully loaded forwarder hauling a deck of logs on uneven
ground.”
• The Alliance 643 features wide shoulder lugs specially designed to accommodate
tracks and chains. A specially engineered hexagonal bead ensures snug contact between
the tire and rim, eliminating wheel slip.
• Like the 643, the Alliance 644 also features a reinforced hexagonal bead as well
as four shoulder-to-shoulder steel belts that ensure complete protection of the tread
area and maximum integrity of the tire casing. A hefty stabilizer bar beneath the tread
on the 644 also improves traction and tire life, adds Goodwin.
“With the 643 and 644, we’re building tires for the future,” says Goodwin. “Loggers
know they need to keep reducing their impact on the environment—especially in
sensitive areas—and they’ve also got to keep increasing their productivity. Meanwhile,
manufacturers are building heavier machines. We’re helping our customers make sure
they’re ready for those changes.”
Alliance has decades of experience in the forestry tire market around the world,
building a reputation for durability, reliability and great return on investment of its
Primex and Alliance branded forestry tires, Goodwin adds.

John Deere has updated its G-Series Swing Machines to improve operator
experience. From changes to machine design to new features to improve serviceability,
the updated Swing Machines, including eight powerful models, 2154G, 2156G, 2654G,
2656G, 3154G, 3156G, 3754G and 3756G, offer increased productivity and uptime,
providing a reliable solution for the toughest of jobs.
“After successfully launching the G-Series Swing Machines in 2016, we wanted
to continue to perfect the machines based on customer experience in the field,” said
Jarvis De Groot, product marketing manager, John Deere Construction & Forestry.
“The new features, which will be available on the 2019 models and on, will streamline
serviceability and improve the machine design, while still retaining the power and
productivity of the original models.”
The 2019 machines feature several improvements to the machine design. A larger
travel device improves tractive effort on the 2654G and 2656G machines, as well as
select 2154G and 2156G models. The new LH side door features an easy-to-remove
screen, allowing for the removal of collected debris. A shovel and axe mounting
provision on all machines provides a secure and easily accessible storage location.
The cabs have been changed, adding a USB port for device charging and relocating
the auxiliary and USB ports to behind the seat. The side-entry cab features a larger gas
strut for the door and new handrail, improving entry and exit. Additionally, satellite
radio is no longer required with the Convenience Deluxe package on the side-entry
and rear-entry cabs.
Serviceability has also been improved on the G-Series Swing Machines. A precleaner for engine air intake of the Final Tier 4 engines improves air filter life, while
fuel shut-off valves eliminate fuel leakage and spillage
during fuel filter changes. A new hinged AC condenser
improves access, making it easier to clean out debris
trapped between the radiator and AC condenser. The
G-Series machines also feature remote grease lines for
the boom cylinder base pins, improving ground-level
serviceability. An optional hydraulic oil level alarm
provides an audible and visible alarm that the hydraulic
www.lewismotorsinc.com
oil level is extremely low and requires immediate
machine shut down.
In addition to the new changes, the G-Series
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reforms I’m announcing, we will see more logs and
fibre processed in B.C., supporting B.C. workers, their
families and communities.”
The Coast Forest Sector Revitalization has five
main goals:
• Rebuilding solid wood and secondary industries to
ensure more B.C. logs and fibre are processed in B.C.
• Improving harvest performance to ensure more fibre
is available for domestic mills, including the pulp
and paper sector.
• Maintaining a credible auction system by taking
steps to ensure bids on timber sale licences are
independently made.
• Fostering stronger business-to-business relationships
between BC Timber Sales, major licensees and
First Nations.
• Restoring public confidence through amendments
to the Forest and Range Practices Act and auditing
the private managed forest land regime.
The goals will be implemented through a series of
legislative, regulatory and policy changes over the
next two years. The policy reforms were developed
after engaging with a broad cross-section of First
Nations, industry and labour over the last six months.
Engagement will continue over the next few months as
some policy proposals are finalized.
“We can no longer apply yesterday’s thinking to
today’s challenges,” said Doug Donaldson, Minister
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development. “We need to shift our approach
away from the status quo and create markets for waste
fibre that, until now, has been left in harvest areas. We
will continue to work with all forest-sector participants
so together we can enjoy the benefits from a stronger
coastal forest sector.”
Effective July 1, 2019, the fee charged for log exports
will be revised to be based on harvest economics. New
criteria for log exports from certain geographic areas,
based on local harvesting economics and subject to
engagement and consultation with First Nations, will

Continued from page 7

who reflect the diversity of the industry and will bring
the unique perspectives from their regions,” said Cees
de Jager, SLB’s CEO. “We also thank the outgoing
directors for their leadership, service, and commitment
to the industry and Softwood Lumber Board. They
were instrumental in guiding the SLB and helping us
deliver significant impacts for the industry during our
first term.”

Canfor temporarily curtailing
production capacity in BC

Vancouver, BC, Canada — Canfor
Corporation has announced it will be temporarily
curtailing operations at three British Columbia mills
due to log supply constraints, log costs and current
market conditions. Canfor’s sawmill in Vavenby will
be curtailed for six weeks from February 11 to March
22, 2019.
In addition, Canfor’s sawmills in Houston and
Mackenzie will be curtailed for one week each in Q1.
In combination, these curtailments will reduce Canfor’s
production output by approximately 40 million board
feet. This is in addition to the approximately 150
million board feet of production capacity that was
curtailed by Canfor in Q4 2018 and early Q1 2019,
as previously announced. Canfor has 13 sawmills in
Canada, with total annual capacity of approximately
3.8 billion board feet.

Forest policy reforms to
rebuild coastal forest sector

To create and support good jobs in British Columbia’s
coastal forest sector, government is making policy
changes to increase the processing of B.C. logs on the
coast and to reduce wood waste by redirecting it to
B.C.’s pulp and paper mills.
“We’re committed to rebuilding a strong and
healthy coastal forest sector for British Columbians,”
said Premier Horgan. “Through the forest policy

Bark Mulch

Hog Fuel

Bark Compost

Grinding/Screening

Caledon 905-846-1515

be developed.
Changes to waste policy are designed to redirect
some of the approximately two million cubic metres
of wood waste on the coast – or approximately enough
wood waste to fill 800 Olympic-sized swimming pools
each year – to pulp and paper producers and the bioproducts/bioenergy sector, supporting CleanBC’s
renewed bioenergy strategy. A coastal fibre recovery
zone will be established this spring, where penalties
will apply for leaving waste in excess of new lower
waste benchmarks in harvested areas. Over the next
year, changes will be made to increase penalties for late
reporting of waste.
To increase First Nations participation in the forest
sector, and to directly receive their input at the beginning
of the forest management process, BC Timber Sales
will engage with interested First Nations and other
licensees in collaborative, area-based planning. This
will create efficiencies and better landscape-level
planning and forest management.
BC Timber Sales will also work with interested First
Nations and licensees in business arrangements that
would see all parties sharing timber volume, expertise,
and/or capital and all parties sharing decision-making
and mutual benefits. BC Timber Sales will maintain
its role of auctioning about 20% of the province’s
allowable annual cut to support the market-based
timber pricing system.
To increase public trust and confidence in forest-sector
decision-making, this spring, the ministry will introduce
amendments to the Forest and Range Practices Act to
improve public input process and increase transparency.
The ministry will review the effectiveness of the private
managed forest land framework.
Coast forest-sector revitalization to reinvigorate
B.C.’s forest sector supports the shared priority between
government and the B.C. Green caucus and is part of
the Confidence and Supply Agreement.
Continued on page 21
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Logging contractor
sustainability review
completed

BC -- As a result of the final phase of the logging
contractor sustainability review, the ministry
will amend the Timber Harvesting Contract and
Subcontract Regulation to make forest-sector
contractors and licensees more sustainable and
competitive in the long term.
Amending the regulation is the recommendation of
former provincial premier Dan Miller, who facilitated
the last phase of the review.
“This review was done to make sure logging
contractors’ paycheques accurately reflect the work they
do and their cost of doing business, while also keeping
licensees competitive.” said Doug Donaldson, Minister
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development. “By implementing Mr. Miller’s
recommendations, logging contractors and their
families in communities ranging from Port Alberni and
Nanaimo, to Kamloops, Williams Lake and Nakusp,
will be better able to count on a stable income to pay
their mortgages, put food on the table and repair or
replace aging or worn equipment. I’d like to thank Mr.
Miller and George Abbott before him, for their work to
create a more-unified B.C. forest sector.”
The multi-phase logging contractor sustainability
review was launched by the ministry in January 2017
to improve the overall competitiveness of logging
contractors and licensees by finding commonalities
and encouraging improved and respectful business
relationships.
The initial phase consisted of an economic
assessment and review of the contracting sector to
develop baseline information and identify economic
drivers within the sector.
Former provincial cabinet minister George Abbott
and his partners in Circle Square Solutions were

contracted to consult with contractors and licensees
to define issues. They combined the findings with
the economic assessment to produce possible
recommendations that would result in both enhanced
sustainability and competitiveness for both contractors
and licensees.
In the final phase, Miller facilitated conversations
between contractors and licensees to identify where
there was consensus on the recommendations and then
make final recommendations for implementation.
Miller largely found that the most financially
sustainable top 25% of contractors and licensees already
engaged in some level of information sharing, mutual
planning and negotiated rate models. Consequently,
he has recommended amendments to the Timber
Harvesting Contract and Subcontract Regulation to:
• improve transparency by requiring the parties to
jointly develop rate models;
• improve work predictability and mutual recognition
of changed circumstances where rates can
be reassessed;
• establish a timely and effective arbitration process
based on the rate model; and
• require mandatory data collection to improve
access to information.
In addition, to help ensure that all parties
are instituting practices that lead to mutual
sustainability, Miller recommends developing a
best-practices guide.
“As allowable annual cut levels decline and forestsector economics shift, it is ever more critical that
contractors and licensees – being codependent in
the B.C. forest sector – find ways to work together
to improve competitiveness,” said Miller. “My final
recommendations focus on creating a sustainable
environment where a diverse range of contractors and
licensees – large and small, single and multi-phase –
can survive and thrive in the long term.”
Ministry staff will engage contractors and licensees
on regulation amendments later this year.

“Today’s announcement is what we were hoping
for and will result in a fundamental change in the
relationship between contractors and their employers.
These are very positive regulatory changes, and the
recommendations will have a significant impact on
timber harvesting contractors across B.C., and their
future ability to be sustainable, said David Elstone,
executive director, Truck Loggers Association.”

Forests for the Future —
62nd NB/ARPFNB AGM

Registration is now available for the 62nd Industry
Forum & Forest NB/ARPFNB AGM’s - “Forests for
the Future.”
The 2019 event will again be hosted at the
Fredericton Convention Center with accommodations
blocked for delegates at the Hilton Garden Inn.
Registration remains open and preferred hotel rates
are valid until March 8th, 2019 by referring to Forest
NB AGM.
Continued on page 22
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It’s a tough market.

Continued from page 21

Attention Vendors, this is your chance to promote products and
services to key industry representatives by reserving display space
or consider one of several Sponsorship Opportunities to improve
brand recognition.
Take advantage of this unique opportunity to increase your visibility
and provide support for New Brunswick’s main forestry event.

And we’re here to help make
sure your message reaches
the right audience.

Kemptville Winter Woodlot Conference –
“Back to Basics”

Canada wide distribution

Business Directory

CONSTRUCTION

705.845.5909

Global timber and wood products
market declines

Declining trade of softwood lumber, plummeting lumber prices in
the US and slowing wood demand in China were some of the biggest
international lumber developments in the 3Q/18, reports the Wood
Resource Quarterly.
Global Softwood Lumber Trade
Global trade of softwood lumber from January through September
2018 was down 2.5% as compared to the same period last year. China,
Japan, the United Kingdom and the MENA region reduced their
imports, while the US and continental Europe have imported more
lumber this year than in 2017.
Lumber markets – North America
After US lumber imports reached a 10-year high in the 2Q/18, import
volumes fell 3.5% to 9.44 million m3 in the 3Q/18, which was still over
10% more than in the same quarter in 2017. The trend over the past few
years has been that the market share for overseas lumber supply to the
US has increased at the expense of Canadian supply, as reported in the
Wood Resource Quarterly (WRQ). The Canadian share has fallen from
95% of total imports in 2016 to 91% in 2018.
Lumber prices in the US plummeted during the summer and fall,
with major grades falling about 40% from June to November.
Lumber exports from Canada were down in all markets in the 3Q,
and the total export volume was down 4.3% q-o-q. Almost 80% of the
shipments were destined for the United States. During the first nine
months of 2018, export volumes to China were 16% lower than the
same period last year.
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SIGNS

John Falardeau

This year’s keynote speaker is Dr. Christian Messier, Professor of
Forest Ecology and Urban Forestry & Scientific Director at ISFORT at
the University of Quebec. Dr. Messier will address “How to Increase
the Resiliency of your Woodlot in the Face of Climate Change AND
Close Encounters of the Third Kind!”.
Program Highlights include:
• Call of the Wild: Wildlife in your Woodlot Kerry Coleman, Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters
• A Walk on the Sweet Side: Small-scale Maple Production Scott Muldoon, Maple Producer
• Wood Burning: Techniques & Tips for Hearth and Health John Gulland, Wood Heat Organization
• Fighting the Good Fight: Buckthorn and Other Invasives in your
Woodlot - Cheyene Brunet, South Nation Conservation &
Rob Ross, LImerick Forest
Additional features include:
“Ask an Expert” Booth
Chainsaw Raffle
Forestry Exhibits & Displays
Registration in advance is required by February 15, 2019. The
registration fee is $35 and includes refreshments and lunch. You can
register and online and pay by Visa, MasterCard or window or by
calling 613-713-1525.
When: Friday, February 22, 2019
Registration: coffee & exhibits open at 8:00, speakers begin at 9:00.
Location: North Grenville Municipal Complex, 285 County Rd 44,
Kemptville, ON (next to the Ferguson Forest Centre).
Time: 08:00 am to 4:00 pm. www.acgf-cfga-conference.com
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FORESTS
ARE THE ANSWER

At the Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI), we believe that well-managed and
certified forests, together with responsibly sourced forest products, are the
answer to a variety of societal needs including clean air and water, wildlife
conservation, recreational opportunities, green jobs and quality products from
a renewable resource.
Choose the SFI Standard for your working forest. The actions we take today
determine the future of our forests.
Learn more at sfiprogram.org.

WELL-MANAGED FORESTS, LIKE
THOSE CERTIFIED TO SFI, ARE KEY
TO OUR SHARED QUALITY OF LIFE
TODAY AND IN THE FUTURE.

Around the corner, or around
the nation. We serve all your
transportation needs.
BAKKE’S TRUCKING
Serving the industry 45+ years

Our carrier is USA/Canada bonded “dedication is our committement
Answering all your transportation needs.

Bakke’s is a family business established in 1973 where our deliveries were within a 50 mile radius of
home. As the years passed and the equipment itself changed, so did our loads.
The diversity of our loads over the years has grown just as fast as our company. Now in our second
generation we now travel to all corners of North America, as far north as Alaska, Yukon and as far
south as the border of Mexico.

1-800-577-0682
(705) 474-3368
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