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Supreme Court
ruling ‘ground
breaking’

Resource projects on aboriginal title
land will require consent
BY LAUREN L EVAY

A

recent Supreme Court of Canada ruling
that granted aboriginal title to 1700 square
kilometers of land in British Columbia to the
Tsilhqot’in First Nation will impact how resource projects
move forward, according to Joseph Pagé, lawyer with
Vancouver-based Adrian & Co Barristers and Solicitors.
“Business has not really been talking about it, which
is an indication that it’s ground breaking,” said Pagé.
While uncertainty remains in how other cases will move
forward and their impacts on the resource sector, Pagé
admits that this decision provides clarity where aboriginal
title is established: First Nation consent or no project.
Prior to law school, Pagé started out as a tree planter,
followed by eight years as a forester with Canfor and
continued to have a place in the industry with forestry
clients once called to the BC bar. His involvement now
stretches to Alberta, working with the Forest Without
Borders council in the Rocky Mountain House section.
On the Tsilhqot’in title land, resource projects and
forestry in particular will be directly impacted. “It may
shift revenue,” said Pagé, “For example stumpage
previously paid to the Crown could now go to the First
Nation.”
Another scenario Pagé sees taking place is a possible
parallel Ministry of Forests in B.C. created by First
Nations.
“Some First Nations have been logging for a long time
and will create their own internal regulations. They may
create one, or many parallel management companies, or
possibly look out for each other and help each other out.
Others might hire the Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations to manage the resource.
This is why the case is fascinating. It has such large
repercussions, who knows how it will all work out. ”
The ruling may also have impacts on the market,
Pagé explained. “Soon we will have to sit down again
to discuss the Softwood Lumber Agreement with the
Americans. One of the complaints in B.C. specifically
but also in other provinces is that we don’t truly have a
free market. In B.C. the government has clawed back
some of the area and volume based tenures to put some
of that volume up for bid. If First Nations take care of
their own forestry that means all those logs will be on
the open market. It may get us closer to the free market
that the Americans want,” said Pagé.
Whether or not this scenario would drive prices
up or down is not certain, Pagé admitted. “We
don’t know. It could be a positive, but none of this
is for tomorrow. It will take a while for people to
sit down and figure out how all of this will work.”
The recent ruling also marks the first time a First Nation
group has gone through a test developed by the Supreme
Continued on page 3

NB forest policy criticism
unwarranted says NBFPA
Conservation areas reduced but
protected areas increased
BY BRETT HANSON

I

n recent months the New Brunswick Crown land
forest management plan has generated heated
debate among industry, conservationist groups
and the public at large. The plan gives access to an
additional 3.9 million cubic metres of timber and
reduces conservation areas from 28 per cent to 23 per
cent of the Crown forest.
In the last ten years New Brunswick has lost 25 per
cent of its forestry jobs and roughly 50 per cent of the
province’s sawmills have closed.
The reduction of conservation areas and the
possibility of reducing the percentage of mature
stands are the major points of opposition to the plan
but executive director of the New Brunswick Forest
Products Association, Mike Legere says those opposed
to the plan need to maintain some perspective.
“I don’t think the criticism is warranted. It’s not
difficult to see where the criticism is coming from.
Ontario moving forward with
tenure modernization

No plans to force new model on industry
Page 7

There are certain special interest groups that have
expressed concern for the plan and some are downright
against it. I think they serve a valuable purpose in
drawing attention to potential issues; that is their role.
It would be a disservice on our part as an industry to
try to quell that. I think it’s important to have, but it
would also be a disservice to not underline where they
are providing incomplete information or information
that is skewed because of their mandate.”
“Those groups have a mandate to conserve. They
don’t have to deal with the dual directive that forest
products association members have, which is to
conserve but also to maintain a commercial objective,”
Legere said. “It’s very challenging to balance the two;
it’s easy to criticize when you don’t have the challenge
of balancing those two sometimes disparate objectives.”
Legere points out that while it is an undeniable fact
that defined conservation area percentage is being
reduced, protected natural areas are being doubled,
another 116,000 hectares, and unmapped conservations
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BC logger finds opportunity in
Panama
Alana Husby’s company logs
underwater jungle
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Creativity key to BC
woodlot’s success

Different approaches help encourage long
term renewability
Page 16

New Brunswick

you giving us the support we need to do that work?”
“We need to focus on our public engagement. We need
to show the public that we don’t take them for granted
Continued from page 1
nor should they of industry. We will be getting out those
messages and telling them in a more consistent manner
areas will continue to maintain a “conservation value”
where we are going and how we intend to get there.”
forest percentage of over 30% provincially; a fact that
Meanwhile Legere says the plan is moving
is rarely reported in the media. In conservation areas,
forward. Three
a certain amount of restrained commercial activity is
major companies
still allowed but protected natural areas are completely
have received the
off limits. Legere says, “The public doesn’t realize that
lion’s share of the
a tradeoff is being made. We are addressing issues of
approximately
protecting biodiversity and conserving habitat to support
660,000 extra cubic
that. Outside of the legislated protected areas, Crown
metres and two of
land licensees also adhere to strict wildlife and riparian
the three agreements
habitat management practices. It is most certainly not a
have been signed.
‘free for all’ as some opponents would have the public
The plan will
believe. ”  
also move from a
The very public debate over the plan has been largely
prescriptive base to
dictated by conservation groups and those opposed to
an objective base
the plan in general. Legere admits the industry could Mike Legere
management scheme
and should do more to communicate their position and
and the Department
the legitimacy of the plan for all stakeholders especially
of Natural Resources is still in the process of finalizing
the public.     
the details of that transformation. This should reduce
“We could do a better job at communicating. It creates
costs for both the Crown and licensees alike while
a void and nature abhors a void so it’s filled in quickly
maintaining and controlling outcomes through 3rd party
with whatever other messaging is out there, and that is
auditing of current certification systems. Another focus
what we are seeing.
of the plan is conservation and Legere says the province
“Who would have thought ten years ago that four pulp
has made it clear what the tradeoffs are in that regard
and paper mills and over half of our sawmilling capacity
adding that there is an emphasis on renewable forest
would disappear in New Brunswick,” Legere said.
activities and intensive silviculture while maintaining
“Building strong communities and strong economies,
over 30 percent of forested Crown land as areas of
that is what we have been doing for New Brunswick. In
conservation interest.
return we’ve expected a certain amount of social license
Legere also notes that some criticism and apprehension
from the public to do those things, to say that we need
from private woodlot owners is now looking like it was
more sustainable wood supply, and expect the public
unfounded.
to support us in that. We forget that once in a while we
“Private woodlot owners felt that increasing the
have to stop and ask ‘are we doing a good job and are
annual allowable cut would
put them out of the market
Lumber Market Report (From: Random Lengths updated July 25, 2014)
place. In fact what we are
seeing is the opposite. In a
Jul 25 Jul 18 Jul 2013
recent report from the New
354
351
323
KD Western S-P-F #2&Btr 2x4 R/L Mill Price
Brunswick Forest Products
445
445
415
KD Eastern S-P-F #1&2 2x4 R/L - Great Lakes
Commission, they showed
210
213
270
Northern Central 7/16-inch OSB
the best year in volume
and dollar sales for private
All prices in US funds. Prices based on 1000 board feet
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land since 2006. As the industry predicted, as markets
improved and as we increased productivity we would
need not only more wood supply from the Crown but
more from private as well.”
“We have re-thought our place in the affairs of the
province and are focused on building a future for our
communities through a renewable forest,” Legere
said. “What underpins that vision are the themes
of community prosperity, responsible renewal and
improved relations. We are looking forward to better
times ahead.” ◊

Forests Ontario field advisor Steve Bowers
in the spring looking at male pollen flowers,
forecasting for seed collection in the fall
- See story on page 6

Supreme Court

Continued from page 1

Court of Canada in 1997 to determine title and has passed.
To prove aboriginal title the Delgamuukw test consists
of three components:
1. The land must have been occupied prior to
sovereignty;
2. If present occupation is relied on as proof of
occupation pre-sovereignty then there must be continuity
between present and pre-sovereignty occupation; and
3. At sovereignty, that occupation must have been
exclusive.
In the Tsilhqot’in case, the trial judge, as endorsed by
the Supreme Court of Canada, granted about one third of
the land claimed, “Plus the judge gave lands that were
outside the original claim,” Pagé explained, “Because
when he ran the test, the judge found that these lands
fell within the area that was aboriginal title.” (See map)
With the test established and a precedent set, Pagé
believes the time consuming court process may now
be streamlined for other cases involving land claims.
This court case began in 1983, highlighting the long
process, “Now the courts know what to look for and
how to do it,” Pagé explained but proving title is a fact
driving process that takes time.
While the ruling solidified that consent will be
required on land that has received aboriginal title, Pagé
advised that it can be extrapolated, particularly where
treaties have not been signed, such as Parliament Hill,
large areas of B.C. and parts of Ontario and Quebec or

where peace and friendship treaties exist where land
was not surrendered, such as the Maritimes.
“In B.C. there are many land claims. That means, not
all that is claimed will end up being aboriginal title, but
a good portion of it will. We know that if title is proven,
then there is going to be certain impacts. We are not sure
where the line is going to be drawn. Somewhere on the
land consent is going to be required. If you don’t get
consent now, it’s just not going to fly,” Pagé asserted.
The duty to consult with First Nations lies with the
Crown, Pagé reminded. “That’s going to continue to
be a little tricky because First Nations, for all kinds of
valid and historical reasons, can have a certain aversion
to the Crown. There are cases where they will deal with
companies. But dealing with First Nations, whether the
Crown or companies, doesn’t happen overnight, you
have to build trust.”
In cases where projects are carried out on lands
that have aboriginal title without consent, the Crown
would have to justify
infringement. “There
is a test with a high
threshold to prove
justification. The
cutting permits
granted in this case
in the 1980’s would
not pass that test.
Simply saying that
the development is

for economic purposes will not be enough,” Pagé explained.
Clearing an area for a landing strip during
times of war or to harvest trees for the purpose
of controlling fire or infestation are examples of
what may pass for justification of issuing permits.
While Pagé says this ruling may have come as a
surprise to many, including First Nations, he believes it
was only a matter of time. “When you look at how the
courts and the decisions have evolved, it was the logical
next step. This was a unanimous decision; there was no
doubt in the court’s mind about the result.”
As for the treaty negotiations that have been taking
place in B.C. since the 90s, Pagé suggests this may be the
end for them. “If you are a First Nation, why would you
ever treaty now? You might as well go through the court
land claim process because when you treaty, you usually
get less land. There is less incentive. I’m fairly certain
the treaty process is going to die,” Pagé concluded. ◊

Source: Supreme Court of Canada

Source: Google Maps
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I can’t help myself!
They’re just so deciduous!

The true meaning of conservation
There was once a time that conservation and preservation were
not synonymous.
Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th president of the United States
recognized the importance of forestry for environmental,
social and economic benefits—a true conservationist.
Addressing the Deep Water Convention being held at Memphis,
Tennessee in 1909, he said “We are consuming forest three times
faster than they are being reproduced. Some of the richest timber
lands of this continent have already been destroyed, and not
replaced, and other vast areas are on the verge of destruction.
Yet forests, unlike mines, can be handled so as to yield the
best results of use, without exhaustion, just like grain fields. …”
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines conservation as “the careful
use of natural resources (such as trees, oil, etc.) to prevent them from
being lost or wasted.”
Today, ‘conservationists’ are opposing forestry across Canada. In New
Brunswick the new forest management plan is being criticized by groups
who claim it disregards the environment and threatens to decimate
Crown forests. Meanwhile, these groups don’t offer constructive
solutions and their criticism lacks a complete understanding of the plan.
The provincial government recognized the forest industry was in an
emergency situation. In order to access 3.9 million cubic metres of fibre,
conservation areas have been reduced from 28 percent to 23 percent.
What ‘conservationists’ fail to recognize is that conservation areas are
not completely closed off to logging. And at the same time conservation
areas are being reduced, the government has doubled the amount
of protected natural areas which are completely off limits to industry.
With 25 percent of forest industry jobs lost and 50 percent of sawmills
closed in New Brunswick over the past decade, this trade off to revitalize
the industry should have been hailed by the public. Instead, public debate
has been dominated by groups that have a sole mandate to ‘conserve’.
In British Columbia, the highly revered Woodlot Program is facing
opposition in setting up a new woodlot on Gambier Island. Residents and
‘conservation’ groups fear the woodlots would hinder recreational activity
and environmental values. In reality, many woodlot operations actually
enhance recreational activity, where trails have flourished thanks to
logging roads, and many licensees are self-proclaimed environmentalists.
These groups and individuals forget their place in the world.
They mistake their own dwellings in a concrete jungle for a
natural safe haven, or a ‘Swiss Family Robinson’ style tree house.
Unless you live in a cave, feed off the land and use
leaves for personal sanitation, attempts to block logging on
t h e s i m p l e g r o u n d s o f “ s a v e t h e t r e e s ” i s h y p o c r i s y.
Logging is not done for the sole purpose of economic gain. It’s
planned, carried out, and reviewed by a series of individuals and
organizations who have dedicated their livelihoods to ensure
environmental values are addressed so that society can continue to
rely on a sustainably harvested wood source for centuries to come.
In the truest sense of the term ‘conservation’ the public should
be reminded that Canada’s forestry industry is committed to
conserving our valuable resource for generations to.

The Working Forest

Attack of the carniferous tree!
BLOGWATCH
RE: How Greenpeace landed itself in serious legal
trouble with its campaign against a forestry company
Peter Rutherford said on Fri 25th Jul, 2014:
For a decade or more activists have been seeking special protection
from so called SLAPP litigation. In Australia, the Gunns company
attempt to deal with activist campaigns by litigation was turned into
a major fundraiser - the Forests and Free Speech tour by one of the
targeted organisations. It is interesting to see that Resolute has had
initial success in this case. While activists love to use direct action protest
and litigation, whenever needed, to support their campaigns, typically
they squeal whenever the same levers are used against them and seek
special protection as is the case in Australia under the Competition and
Consumer Act. This Act specifically excludes “environment” groups from
penalty even if they use false and misleading accusations and images
to encourage secondary boycotts. Standing up to some activists at their
own blockades can also bring some interesting reactions.

NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER

It could be Lynyrd Skynyrd or some C.C.R,
maybe The Beach Boys
or Nat King Cole.
Whatever your preference may be August is
a month that many will
make complete with
great music, family,
friends and memories
to grow old with. In
Canada we are fortunate to have some of
the most beautiful placDavid St. Martin
es on the planet! If you
can, get out and enjoy Too often we are in the
our forests, our lakes forests working tireand others doing the lessly in the everyday
same.
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struggle to provide a
comfortable
living.
August is a great time
to let these same forests
give back - give back
some of the mental and
physical drain we have
left there. Camping
in the wilderness can
do more than just give
us an appreciation for
nature. According to
a study published in
Current Biology, it can
also synchronize our
internal clocks to the
solar day, allowing us
to normalize melatonin
levels.

Vie w point

Tree planting relies on year-round process

Seed forecasting, extraction and
storage a labour of love
BY K ERRY McLAVEN, FO REST PRO G RAM O FFI CE R ,
F OR E STS ONTARIO

P

lanting a tree doesn’t just begin with putting a
seedling in the ground. It’s a year-round process
that relies on a long chain of work and a system of
planning that takes place months and sometimes years in
advance. Each step of the process, from seed forecasting
to the growth of a seedling, must work in tandem.
Each spring, Ontario’s trees undergo a transformation.
Species like the white pine, white spruce, and sugar
maple begin to bud and flower–the beginning of the
seed development cycle that will take place over the
coming months. Calculating how much seed will be
produced in any given year is a challenging process
and one that relies on solid planning and management.
Forests Ontario annually hosts June workshops
designed to hone the untrained eye and to teach
participants how to spot the “potential” of trees for
seed production, a process known as seed forecasting.
Forecasters help to determine the potential seed crop for
the fall, an integral step in the planning for tree planting
in the following three to four years. Forecasters can
be any individual or entities involved in afforestation,
be it your neighbour, a naturalist, someone who just
enjoys the outdoors, or private companies, conservation
authorities, nurseries, and government facilities.
Organizations like Forests Ontario often rely
heavily on the public eye to learn of flowering (i.e.

crop potential). However, the organization actively
works with their planting partners to predict crop
potential for up to two years in advance in order
to help set four to five year planting goals under
initiatives such as the 50 Million Tree Program.
Once crop potential has been expressed, Forests
Ontario works with private collectors to develop
purchase orders for seed collection. Forests Ontario
hosts Certified Seed Collector and Mentoring courses
in partnership with the Forest Gene Conservation
Association and Natural Selections during September
to equip collectors with the skills, resources, and
tools they need to collect the best seeds possible
and maintain their product until it is shipped.
Seed collection varies widely by species and generally
takes place between August and December, with a
small amount of collection taking place in January
and February and the spring of the following year.
Collected seed, as contracted by Forests Ontario
for use in its programs, is then sent to the Ontario
Tree Seed Facility (OTSF) in Angus, Ontario as
soon as possible in order to maintain the viability of
the seed and ensure that good crop does not become
compromised by improper handling or storage.
August marks the beginning of a busy time of year at
the OTSF. Sitting on 23 acres of land, the OTSF can
house some 10,000 hectolitres of seed at maximum
capacity. The OTSF stores seed for a variety of clients
and purposes and is a major distributor to nurseries,
forestry businesses, and private buyers in Ontario.
Once the OTSF has purchased seed from private
collectors, processes vary
based on the species.
Seed is extracted from
cones and fruits using
heavy machinery and
various other techniques.
Once extraction has
occurred, “dirty” seed
must be thoroughly
cleaned to ensure longterm viability. Depending
on the species, seed can
travel through a variety of
heavy machinery including
scalpers, de-wingers,
fanning mills, and float
tanks before moving on
to the drying process
which achieves the five
to eight percent moisture
content ideal for storage.
For Al Foley, manager of
the OTSF, tracking seed
from purchase to sale is
of the utmost importance.
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“Each lot of seed is assigned a lot number for tracking
purposes and all information related to the seed is
heavily managed,” says Foley. “The processes at the
OTSF are precise and technical, relying on a secure
chain of custody to ensure that all information is
stored in a database for tracking and future planning.”
Once seed has been purchased from the OTSF, often
in late winter or early spring, it is then shipped directly
to its growers by the OTSF. Forests Ontario’s seeds
are sold to partner nurseries that grow the seed into
seedlings, ready for planting. Seed will be sown in
May or early June, depending on the spring conditions.
Growing trees, too, has its own planning challenges and
requirements. Nurseries may wish to sell trees at varying
stages of growth. For example, if a nursery wishes to
sell a three-year old tree in 2016, the seed will have to
be sowed in early 2014 to achieve the desired outcome.
In order to plan for sustainable, successful woodlands, the
best seed must be collected and fostered to grow trees welladapted to the sites that will one day comprise our forests. ◊

Ontario Forests - The end product, Eastern White
Pine seedlings ready to be lifted for spring planting’

Ontario moving forward with tenure modernization
No plans to force new
model on industry
BY R ON GRECH

O

ntario’s new Minister of Natural Resources
and Forestry sees merit in woodland units
adopting the Enhanced Sustainable Forest
Licence (eSFL) model.
However, Minister Bill Mauro says there are no plans
to force it upon industry.
“Nothing is being pushed on anybody,” Mauro told
The Working Forest. “But we do still see the eSFL as a
good model to try getting as much of this wood to work
as we can and to accommodating maybe some of the
smaller players and new entrants into the market place.
“If you can provide some of the smaller players with
some certainty of wood supply, if you can find a way
to accommodate new entrants into the market, and at
the same time meet the needs of the large players still
in Ontario who provide significant employment – I
think that’s how I see the eSFL, as being a collaborative
approach with stakeholders to maximize the economic
benefits of our forests.”
The MPP for Thunder Bay-Atikokan was appointed
Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry in a cabinet
shuffle that followed the June 12 provincial election
which saw the Liberals re-elected and awarded a
majority government. Mauro replaces David Orazietti
who moved on to the consumer and government services
portfolio.
Prior to the provincial election, the Ontario Liberals
promised it would continue to follow the forest tenure
implementation directions laid out by previous ministers
Orazietti and Michael Gravelle. The commitment
was made in writing to the Ontario Forest Industries
Association (OFIA), the Federation of Northern Ontario
Municipalities and other municipal associations in the

province.
Those guidelines direct the ministry to focus its eSFL
implementation efforts on Crown-managed forest units
and willing partners.
While acknowledging he is still “getting up to speed”
as the new minister, Mauro said there are no plans as
far as he is concerned to deviate from those directions.
That should be reassuring news to the OFIA.
Christine Leduc, the OFIA’s director of policy and
communications, told The Working Forest, “We have
always said to MNR that it should focus its limited
resources in areas where all stakeholders agree that
tenure reform is a priority. In the 2013 direction
letter by Minister Orazietti, he provided a really clear
direction of the areas that would be the priorities for
tenure modernization to 2016 … Given that the Liberals
have committed to endorse Gravelle’s and Orazietti’s
documents, we know where tenure modernization is
heading in Ontario to 2016.”
Leduc added, “The most important thing to OFIA
members and the industry is having business certainty
and secure and affordable access to wood supply. The
industry has always told government, in parts of the
province where wood is working, the government
should let it keep working. The industry has never been
convinced that tenure modernization would address
all of the challenges that the sector faced during the
downturn, because tenure modernization started as a
discussion because of the impact of the downturn on
communities. But the downturn wasn’t a result of faulty
tenure system. It was the result of reduced markets.”
Orazietti, in his tenure direction letter, identified four
forest management units as priority areas to convert to
eSFL. They include Kenogami Crown MU following
the inclusion of Ogoki Crown MU, the amalgamated
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Lake Nipigon/Armstrong MU, Lac Seul Crown MU
following the inclusion of Red Lake MU, and the
amalgamated Magpie Crown/Martel MU.
Nipissing Forest Resource Management isn’t among
those on the lists being converting to eSFL, though it is
undergoing a transition that seems to incorporate some
aspects of that model.
“Currently, we just have the larger companies that
are shareholders in the SFL and so what we wanted
to do was expand the representation on the board of
directors to include the independent operators, the
local communities, and First Nations,” explained Peter
Street, general manager of Nipissing Forest Resource
Management.
He said the industry shares the forest with recreational
groups, cottagers associations as well as local
entrepreneurial types involved in things like blueberry
picking and sugar bush operations.
“We’re not just talking about the potential for new
mills in their area,” said Street. “We’re also talking
about them being more aware of some of the other local
economic activities going on in Crown land within our
forest.”
He said it makes sense for all those with a vested
interest in the forest to be communicating and working
together at the table.
“We’ve actually been holding off for three or four
years while tenure reform is going on to see where the
ministry was going to end up so that we wouldn’t be
making some changes and then having to go back and
undo them or make additional changes,” said Street.
“I was hoping to have things done by the first of July.
We’re on our sixth draft of the shareholders agreement
so we’re getting very, very close. I’m hoping sometime
in September to have everything in place.” ◊

BC born logger and entrepreneur finds opportunity
Alana Husby develops eco-conscious
brand with reclaimed wood
BY LAUREN L EVAY

F

ifth Generation Haida Gwaii raised B.C.
logger, Alana Husby has seized an opportunity
logging an underwater jungle in Panama and
expanded the family legacy that her father created.
Growing up in a remote logging camp in
Haida Gwaii under the

Coast Eco Timber sawmill in Panama

tutelage of her father, the late David Husby, Alana
Husby was exposed to the industry at a young age.
After going out on her own for a year, she quickly
recognized that following in her father’s footsteps was
the path she wanted to take.
“I realized I wanted to work for my dad. So he told
me to take the forest technician course at BCIT,” Husby
said. “When I finished that, he made
me go work with the men in camp.
I did everything from running the
chainsaws to grading, scaling,
bucking, excavator, every
single position to do with
the log.”
After developing
a
d e e p
understanding of
all the processing
of the log, Husby’s
father directed her
to the lumber side of the
business. “I went to work with
custom cutters who are the best in the
business based out of Vancouver,” she explained.
It was during this stage of her career that she began to
develop an eco-conscious view of the industry and Coast
Eco Timber was born which would later flourish under
the Panamanian sun.
“I became obsessed with the piles of waste left over.
I started moving pieces of waste and it progressed into
buying wood off beachcombers, from old buildings,
lakes and rivers. Then someone told me about Panama
in 2009,” Husby explained.
Coast Eco Timber then sent an employee to Panama and
began purchasing wood
from an existing company
that had a concession in
the Panama Canal. They
eventually bought them
out and set up a sawmill.
Once the original
concession expired, Husby
began to worry that her
50 employees at the time

would soon be out of work. “We were milling up anything
just to keep working,” Husby said.
Soon after she was presented with the opportunity to
work with the Kuna Madugandi tribe who owns Lake
Bayano (a 353 km² jungle of hardwoods that was flooded
in 1979 to supply water power to a hydroelectric plant).
Coast Eco Timber currently has a 15 year concession on
15000 hectares of timber in Lake Bayano.
“ We ’ v e i n v e s t e d
approximately $4-million
on the sawmill, research
and development and all our
equipment since arriving. I
have 110 employees and spend
about 80 per cent of my time in
Panama” Husby commented.
The rest of her time is divided
between checking in at Coast
Eco Timber’s skeleton office
in Vancouver and travelling
the globe selling and marketing
their wood products, all of
which are processed in Panama.
“You can’t ship logs out of Panama.
You must process them first, even if it’s a block or slab,”
Husby explained.
Because of the variety of customers, Coast Eco Timber
creates many different products. “I send blocks to a
company in the US and have given them veneer rights so
they can turn it into veneer. We do the same for a customer
in China. We also provide big slabs that have been cut and
kiln dried for people to further process,” Husby explained.
Coast Eco Timber also works with a variety of
international architects, designers, and developers, where
the unique underwater salvaged logs become focal points.
“We have over 20 species in our concession. Only 4
have been heard of and there are 16 the world hasn’t
heard of, and those are my focus. I’m in the UK and
Europe often and we’re going for long term distribution.
I realized pretty quickly it was just as easy to work on
those relationships as it was to sell a table to a household.
I want to go for volume because I have so much wood,”
Husby asserted.
The company currently produces approximately

Alana Husby at her mill in Panama with employees and
members of the Kuna
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in Panama’s underwater forests
300,000 board feet each month and is continually
expanding.
She seeks companies that have their own distribution
centre and ship to their own various outlets. “By
getting people the rights for different countries, they
can promote the story without fear of others going
around them and coming to me directly. The story
is our gift. It’s the marketing and it’s a matter of
helping our clients make lots of sales,” Husby added.
While Canada is currently the largest consumer
of Coast Eco Timber’s Panama wood products, she
foresees Europe will soon overtake that position. “We
just signed a deal with a UK company. They want to
take us all over Europe and the Middle East. There is a
lot of growth happening, it’s really exciting. In London
alone there are about 150 towers going up,” Husby said.
Growing up in Haida Gwaii and working throughout
British Columbia, there are several glaring
differences and challenges that arise when
running a company in Panama. Husby points
out the extensive costs associated with

underwater logging.
“I’m part owner of my father’s company, Husby
Forest Products, and when I talk to our president
about the logging costs there, it’s hard to believe that
about the logging costs there, it’s hard to believe that
ours in Panama is still more. In the Haida Gwaii, we
have to blast the side of mountains for roads, build
the roads, pay the hand fallers, drag the wood out to
the barge and then barge it 600 miles—and their costs
are still lower. It’s unbelievable, so it’s important
we get the value and marketing,” Husby affirmed.
Each barge used for the underwater logging operation
has up to $100,000 in equipment. With a $200 monthly
fee for portable toilets, Husby has tried to cut costs
along with environmental impacts wherever possible.
A sawdust compostable toilet negates the $200
fee for portable toilets, the barges are made from
recycled propane tanks and underwater chainsaws are
lubricated with vegetable oil. “We really walk to walk
when it comes to being ‘green’,” Husby commented.
Another major challenge that Husby has overcome
in Panama is corruption. “I won’t
give bribes,” she affirmed.
“ T h a t ’s m y B C
values coming

A barge awaits an underwater log to be cut in Lake Bayano, Panama
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back. I know people who would love to see me
not survive, but we keep succeeding and we are
continually doing good things for the community.”
Husby supports the indigenous community by covering
the costs of surgeries and key funerals, offering
scholarships and actively consulting and meeting with
the tribe to ensure their needs are being addressed.
“I was adopted by the Haida, now I’ve been adopted
by the Kuna. My name is ‘Olla Madeeli’, which means
daughter of the moon. I think they are making fun of my
white skin,” Husby joked.
With tremendous success to date and no signs of
slowing down, Husby is confident she will secure further
concessions and will solidify a place for Coast Eco
Timber in Panama for the long term. ◊

Logging contractors downsizing to cut costs and
Uncooperative weather adding to
contractors’ difficulties
BY B RETT HANSON

A

bout an hour and half west of Saint John, New
Brunswick, W&R Gillespie Ltd. in Harvey
Station is downsizing to meet the demands of
a competitive market. Bill Gillespie says the company
sold off about 100 pieces of equipment this spring in
order to cut costs and increase efficiency.
“I don’t know if this will be temporary or not, I’m a
sucker for opportunity I guess. If an opportunity comes
up we will take a look at it. If one doesn’t then we are
fine where are. There is no commitment from the mills
so it’s hard to invest; it takes a lot to set up an operation.
Today we are running three cut to length processors,
a forwarder and three chippers and cutting on private
land. Right now we are working in south western New
Brunswick,” Gillespie said.
Gillespie explains that in the face of mounting
challenges and stress they simply made the decision to
do less. It’s unfortunate, he admits, but if things don’t
improve in his estimation he may downsize yet again.
“You reconsider your business and decide to change
things and tighten things up. That’s what we are doing
this year. We aren’t doing whole double shifts because
we have a lot of men that work for us which gives us
options. We run a nine double shift schedule rather
than ten so they end up with a decent weekend every

weekend.”
It will come as no surprise that Gillespie has had a
difficult time with the weather this spring and summer
on the east coast. As of July they have had ‘nothing
but rain’ which has put the road building schedule
behind. Additionally, frequent high winds have
affected Gillespie’s chipping operation resulting in low
production shifts and the remnants of Hurricane Arthur
in early July brought ground operations in the field and
the mills to a complete standstill for nearly a week.
Gillespie admits he has had little time to closely follow
the debate over the provinces new forest management
plan but as all logging contractors do, he is cautiously
optimistic.
“I understand that government has to make commitments
to industry to get them to invest money. My only concern
would be I wish they increased allocation as capacity

increased. Right now they gave the mills all this extra
wood but there is no capacity to use it. That can suppress
the price,” Gillespie said. “The mills in the local area
have made a commitment to take private wood ahead of
Crown but at what price? There are ten different ways
of looking at it. In the short term it might hurt us but in
the long term it’s probably good.”
In Hilton Beach, Ontario, near Sault Ste. Marie
John Fleming of Fleming Logging and Trucking does
cut-to-length hardwood for J.M. Longyear. He too has
struggled with uncooperative weather and has downsized
to increase efficiency.
“We had a rough time last summer with all the rain.
This year it’s a little better, we are in better ground. The
terrain was a killer last year; we had big rainstorms that
washed our roads out which set us back,” Fleming said.
“The snow last winter set us back about a month getting

Ronald and Bill Gillespie
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increase efficiency
back to work this spring. We had to bail out of the bush for the wood you produce.”
because the snow was so deep we were breaking things.
Manpower is the other reason Fleming isn’t interested
We left earlier and didn’t want to go back because things in expansion. He started with a crew of four and as they
were so wet. Last year was the worst
were gearing up this spring two of
year I ever had.”
them left.
Fleming is doing everything he
“Currently I have two guys hired
can to keep his machines producing
and myself. I just bought a new
non–stop. This spring he made a
buncher from Nortrax about three
sizable investment in repairs and new
weeks ago. I’m cutting ahead of my
equipment to ensure there would be
processor with the feller buncher and
minimal mechanical difficulties once
there is one forwarder behind that. It’s
he got into the bush and started cutting.
just the three of us and I think that’s
“We spent over a hundred thousand
where we’re going to stay,” Fleming
just on a couple of machines, so we
said. “We will just improve on what
don’t have that break down period,”
we are doing and get more efficient
Fleming said. “The margins are so John Fleming
instead of hiring a whole bunch of
close, to make a little bit you have to
people and have all these headaches
produce that much more. Hydraulic oil went up six come along with them.”
percent this June and you still can’t get any more money
“You want to get your fuel cost down by making that

processor cut as much as it can in a day instead of looking
for wood. I had a wheeled buncher before but the terrain
and wet weather killed me so we got this tracked one now
and it’s working well,” Fleming said. “We can lay down
wood, the processor is steadily cutting and the forwarder
is hauling wood versus having lazy days where you don’t
get your production out of it. That’s where you need to
be; every day you have to hit your mark, if you don’t,
you never get it back. That’s the name of the game. “ ◊
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A history of wood handling innovation
Liebherr at the forefront of change
BY A LAIN L AMOUREAUX

W

ood handling has existed for as long as
history will allow us to remember. At the
time, the methods used were mostly log
driving and water transport and then horses were used
to pull logs of wood from the forest. The first articulated
arms appeared shortly after the war.
Tractor-trailers appeared in the early 60s and were
followed by the arrival of wood loaders. The use of
heavy machinery helps reduce truck loading times and
thereby increases logging.
It was in 1993 that Liebherr-Canada Ltd. became
interested in the logging market. Handling machinery,
which already existed in Europe, seemed to be a
valuable tool for breaking into this important market in
Canada. The A912 model was the first wood handling
machine sold in Canada in 1994. Business executives
note the benefits of Liebherr equipment in this
operation. We thus focused on analyzing the situation,
our clients’ needs and the primary constraints to
improve the product and further distinguish ourselves.
The plant engineers heard our requests regarding
the requirements for forestry operations in Canada and
made some modifications to the handling machinery. It
was during that time, in our Canadian facilities, that we
developed the forestry protection kits that we install on
our machines, as per the application of the client that
is purchasing them, in order to meet the client’s needs.
At the dawn of the logging crisis of 1997, LiebherrCanada Ltd. had an 80 per cent market share on
pneumatic log loaders. The forest log loading machines

were a hit in the early stages of the different programs.
Around 1998, the application of our machines expanded
to supplying pulp and paper mills, as well as sawmills.
Shortly after, in 1999, Liebherr-Canada Ltd. debuted
its overall coverage of Canada. Establishing itself first
in Western Canada, revolutionizing wood handling
in industrial yards, it then moved on to the New
Brunswick facilities.
Then, in 2000, the factory developed another
mass component, the hydraulic elevator cabin. This
innovation allowed the company to distinguish itself
from the competition once again and increase its
market share. Experiments in collaboration with clients
allowed for the improvement of other components,
such as the modification of the stability legs as well as

the live heel boom attachment (stick) to increase the
loading efficiency of long-length logs. These changes
were then added to preparation in the factories to
simplify machine preparation.
For more than three years, we have successfully
introduced wheel tractor-loaders into the logging sector
and the results are very positive. For nearly six months,
the advent of the Pmodels on the loaders has garnered
even more success from our forestry clients who use
this machine for wood chip and pellet handling.
Always attentive to the needs of its clients, LiebherrCanada Ltd. now has more than 300 units in operation
in Canada. Thanks to the teamwork of the entire
Canadian organization, we have become the leader in
sawlog handling in the logging sector.◊

Liebherr Canada is also active in excavation and material handling
for wood, scrap & waste recycling.
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Efficiency and right tools key to BC company’s success
LogMax helps keep family
business on top
BY MICHAEL B. HUM BLE

V

ictoria based, family run logging company
Brotherston Logging has been around for 60
years and is the right size to stay versatile
and productive. According to Ken Brotherston, the
keys to being small and successful are efficiency
and having the right tools run by the right people.
Ken’s new Log Max 10000XT harvesting head
embodies two of those three key components.
Brotherston Logging was started by Ken’s grandfather
in the 1950’s and employs many of his family members
to this day.
“We were quite small, we started in the skidder
phase and moved on to excavators and now we have
log loaders, yarders, road building and all the big
equipment. We are as big as we’ve ever been, we even

had some helicopter logging going on recently. We
started logging little backyard jobs for guys around
Victoria. Then we started getting bigger contracts and
now we are doing B.C. Timber Sales.”
While based in Victoria the company spent all of
last year working in Powell River, travelling home by
boat across the Strait of Georgia every ten days. “We
basically don’t want to get any bigger because we are
efficient the way we are. We do about 8-12 loads a day
with our little crew,” Brotherston said.
Brotherston first took note of Log Max harvesting
heads when he watched one of his larger subcontractors
fell 50,000 cubic metres with a handful of heads. He
was amazed at how well they worked.
“We bought a brand new 10000XT head, put this
machine together and I am running it myself. Our plan
is to take all the right of way, anything close to the road
and fell and process it right there. Then it’s a finished
product going right onto the truck,” Brotherston said.
The 10000XT is designed specifically for tracked

carriers and comes in harvester or dedicated processor
versions. Its 36” cut capacity means it can handle just
about everything that Brotherston throws at it.
“My Dad met Mike Nasadyk from Log Max at the
Truck Loggers Association convention first and after
purchase the rest of the guys from Log Max have been
great. I just had a Log Max representative here recently.
He happened to be in Nanaimo when I had a small issue
and he just rushed right over the next day. It was just
phenomenal service. He got me going and stayed with
me to tune up a few things.”
In addition to the fast and efficient Log Max head
itself, the LogMate 500 control system is a rugged state
of the art component. The system features active friction
control and four point measuring as well as powerful
production reporting software. Log Max also features
control interfaces that integrate seamlessly with a
machine’s existing controls. Brotherston had a Log Max
representative spend two days with him to present and
teach all of the information and features of the head, a
service he was more than pleased with.
“It’s so efficient in how much you can do. It eliminates
a lot of man hours. It’s less guys with fewer headaches
and less cost. One man is doing more of the operation
with one machine and the Log Max is what makes it
happen.” ◊

Ken Brotherston
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Utilizing beetle killed pine pays off for Idaho company
is the versatility. If you need a different profile, you just everything he could for us. He even supplied us with a
WoodlandiaRLM-32MF effective and
change the tooling, it’s simple.”
whole new set of metric tools since we didn’t have any,”
efficient machine at processing killed pine The sheer speed of the machine is a spectacle in Zortman said.
BY LA UREN L EVAY

W

hen former cattle farmer Dave Zortman
based in Shoshone, Idaho found his sawmill
operation expanding beyond his equipment’s
capabilities, he turned to Woodlandia in order to meet
the increasing demand.
“It’s versatile, fast and does everything in one pass.
There was no other saw that did what we wanted it to
do in one run,” Zortman said of his new Woodlandia
RLM-320MF.
He and his wife began Sticks and Stones LLC in 2002
and now have six employees who are all working hard
trying to keep up with the large amounts of beetle killed
pine in Idaho and the high output and productivity of the
RLM-320MF that efficiently processes it.
Starting out as a small firewood operation, Zortman
has vastly expanded his operation and is now producing
over 3,000 cords of fire wood per year, 3,000 cords of
posts and poles per year. He recognized opportunity in
the vast amounts of beetle killed pine stems in Idaho and
is now increasing his capacity for dimensional lumber
to utilize it.
With the Woodlandia RLM-320MF added to his
operation, Zortman has increased his capacity from
being able to produce 100-200 board feet of dimensional
lumber per hour, to nearly 4000 board feet per hour,
making it an efficient and economical solution to pine
beetle killed wood.
“The machine is well on its way to paying for itself, and
I’ve only had it for about a month,” Zortman commented.
Whether it’s used to process beetle killed lodgepole
pine or Douglas fir, the Woodlandia RLM-320MF is able
to handle it all. “There is a lot of sawable wood in the
pine. It’s a nice straight stem with a lot of good product
so we do well with it. There is a little more strength in
a Douglas fir and the saw seems to handle it well too,”
Zortman said.
When asked why he chose the Woodlandia RLM320MF, Zortman responded, “It does it all. We can do
lumber, house logs, partially round, partially square, and
we found a tremendous market for the slab wood off the
sides. Instead of cutting it into a 1x4, it’s a lot better used
as a 1x6 with a radius.”
The RLM-320MF is ideal for pine beetle killed wood
as it is efficiently removes a two inch or more from the
circumference of the logs, removing the bark and the
wood below where the pine beetle lives.

itself, Zortman proclaimed, which is what keeps his six
employees and himself so busy.
“We have one guy running the saw, another hauling
loads to it, and two guys stacking the lumber coming out
and all their tongues are hanging out,” Zortman laughed.
The customer service he’s received from Woodlandia
is another reason he’ll purchase from them again in the
future. “When we were first getting set up, Andrew [a
Woodlandia technical advisor] showed up and never
left my side until it was up and running. He ended up
being here for a month. He went over and above to do

As for servicing and maintenance of the equipment,
Zortman is confident the simplistic design of the
Woodlandia RLM-320MF will pose no issues. “It looks
complicated because you have four or five different
projects going on at the same time, but every component
does something different, so it’s really quite simple,”
he said.
The only problem Zortman says he has with the
Woodlandia RLM-320MF is keeping wood in front of it,
“But that’s a good problem to have. I’m already thinking
of my next purchase from Woodlandia,” he admitted. ◊

One of Zortman’s favourite features is that it can all
be done in one pass through, “Instead of needing 3-4
machines,” Zortman explained. “Another great feature
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Farmer sees opportunity in woodlot management
Different approaches help encourage
long term renewability
BY MICHAEL B. HUM BLE

A

s the owner of Roserim Forest Nursery in
British Columbia, Gernot Zemanek has
always been a farmer and harvester with an
appreciation for the land. When he was approached
with the opportunity to become a wood lot licensee,
he jumped at the opportunity.
Since 1999, Zemanek has been operating a 600
hectare spruce, pine and fir woodlot near 100 Mile
House in the South Cariboo region of British Columbia.

“One of the objectives that the government had early
in the program was that private land owners start to
manage their private lands as woodlots and have all the
same obligations on it as you would Crown forest land
so if you log your private land, you also have to reforest
it under those same obligations,” Zemanek said.
When it comes to harvesting, Zemanek typically
relies on contractors who bring the usual array of
equipment that has always been used: feller bunchers,
skidders, and processors. Harvesting is usually
something that he does every two years, but he admits
that the time of harvest does depend heavily on market
demand.
“Right now, because there has been a concentration

of licensees in the province of B.C., in the interior in
particularly, there are really only a few major operators,
Canfor, Tolko and West Fraser Mills,” Zemanek said.
Zemanek is always looking to identify new
opportunities
and while most
of his wood is
used as peelers
and saw logs
with some house
logs, he hopes to
expand into other
opportunities and
new approaches to
the management
of his woodlot.
Gernot Zemanek
That being said,
he admits that
there are challenges to being a licensee.
“The past few years have really been about waiting
out low prices due to the glut that we’ve been having
from the industry trying to address the amount of dead
wood and the economy being down, but my strategy
was just to hold back,” he said.
Zemanek’s annual allowable cut went down after
2006 when he addressed a large amount of beetle
ravaged pine on his land. He is hoping he can turn that
around over the next couple years to actually reflect
the state of what the woodlot really is and what he
feels will be a good market for wood as supply and
demand would dictate.
“We are shipping commodities and the lumber
industry doesn’t even control the price of the product
they put out – it’s all dictated by the futures market,
so I think it behooves us to be imaginative as woodlot
operators to try to find another avenue or use for our
wood,” Zemanek said.
Zemanek also has a seat on the Forest Genetics
Council of B.C., a government, industry and
stakeholder panel that champions the use of genetically
improved trees that are naturally selected.
“There is a law in B.C. that says you have to, when
available, plant improved tree seeds; either seed
that has been designated as being from a superior
provenance or that has occurred through natural
crosspollination to have superior performance
genetics – either disease resistance or growth,”
Zemanek said.
Zemanek explained that the genetically improved
seed ends up being more expensive, and that even
regular seed which has jumped in cost from the high
hundreds to thousands of dollars per kilogram.
Despite the high cost, a kilogram of seed would
cover 350-380 thousand seedlings and according to
Zemanek, by using improved seed, the yield would
improve over the average 80-year cycle for a species
like douglas fir.
On a philosophical level, Zemanek sees a lot of
parallels between the forestry and farming industries.
They are both renewable resources, but he often
wonders why we have to do everything now instead
of thinking down the line.
“I think society in general needs to adjust its
expectations as to what we can pull out of our
landscape because ultimately that’s what we all live
on in this country,” he said. ◊
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Teaching elementary students the truth about trees
North Carolina organization educates
on forestry and sustainability
BY LA UREN L EVAY

C

hildren often grow up not realizing the
extent that sustainable forestry plays in
their everyday lives, which is something the
Hardwood Foundation aims to change through their
Truth About Trees initiative.
  Now in its 25th year, the Hardwood Foundation
is made up of a 15-member board of directors with
volunteers across the United States and Canada. It is
hosted by parent organization, National Hardwood
Lumber Association (NHLA) at their headquarters in
Memphis, Tennessee.
“Truth About Trees is our flagship program and was
created in 2006 by our board,” said the Foundation’s
Executive Director, Crystal Oldham.
   Truth About Trees aims to teach students in grades
3 to 5 just that—the truth about trees: how they are

harvested, the vital role they play in our daily lives, and
the positive benefits of sustainable forestry practices.
   The program features a curriculum in a lesson plan
format which is included in a kit with other educational
materials and is distributed throughout North America
free of charge. “It goes to schools but also to other
educators like scouts, or even to industry members who
want to go into classrooms in their own communities,”
Oldham noted.
  “It’s a big project. Each kit costs about $40 to
produce so we put a lot of love into it. The kit also
includes some goodies for the children that are
products from trees such as crayons, rulers, colouring
books and pencils.”
The presenter of the kit opens by asking, “How
many of you think it’s harmful to the environment
to cut down a tree?” Oldham informed that most, if
not all of the students, rural or urban, will raise their
hands. “Even the ones that don’t raise their hand, you
can see the teacher nudging them to raise their hands.

So the teachers are misinformed as well.”
As the presentation continues, the children are asked
if they had used a tree product that day, which Oldham
said not many children raise their hands. This is when
the roll of toilet paper provided in the kit is taken out.
“It seems so simple to an adult, but when you show it to
a kid and ask the question again, they giggle, but at the

Crystal Oldham and the Truth About Trees kit in action
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Continued on page 18

teaching
Continued from page 17

same time, you got their attention,” Oldham asserted.
  The presenter then asks the children to think about
their day, starting with waking up in their bed,
which is likely made from wood and stepping on the
floor which is also likely made from wood. As their
journey through the day continues, the presenter has
highlighted hundreds of items that are made from or
include forest products or by-products.
  In addition to discussing the various products that
come from properly harvested trees, Oldham noted,

“One of the things we try to highlight with the kit is
carbon sequestration, but at a 3rd to 5th grade level.
We let them know that if a tree is left in the forest and
it rots naturally, all that carbon it has taken in during
its lifetime is released back into the atmosphere. But
if we harvest that tree, the trees that are sick, or the
ones that are so big they aren’t letting the little trees
grow, we can make all the important things we need
in our lives.”
700 kits have been distributed this year alone and
it is estimated 25 children are reached with each. The
kits are funded by a variety of fundraising initiatives
and donations on behalf of associations and industry
members.
   Raised by a family of loggers yet sympathizing
with the trees as a child, Oldham recognizes the
need to educate children firsthand. “I thought
cutting trees was bad, and that’s what three
of my uncles and my grandfather did for a
living,” she noted.
“Part of it is because we created a bad
reputation many years ago and we have not
been doing a good job spreading the truth
and being advocates for our own industry.
The industry sees the importance of that,
and they are supporting our organization
as a means to educate young people, which
is really where it starts,” Oldham said.
  Recognizing the need to inform teachers as
well, a scholarship program is also offered by
the foundation. Students at a senior level or in
an education program intending to teach are
invited to submit an essay about how they plan
to utilize the Truth About Trees kit for a chance
to win one of 15 $1,000 to $1,500 scholarships.
  Lastly, for those that the kit does not

reach, the foundation offers a digital lesson plan
(available for download on their website) for K-12
teachers and educators called Activi-Trees. Oldham
said the curriculum is “written in alignment with
common core and national standards, so it makes
environmental learning easy for the educator when they
already have so many guidelines and criteria to meet.”
With every presentation, Oldham says there is a
success story to witness. “By the end of it, the success
is evident because you ask the same questions, and the
children respond with the truth,” Oldham marveled. ◊
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Canadian forest fire season ‘below average’ overall
Support still being sent to active
western Canada
BY MICHAEL HUMBLE

D

espite a predominantly below average number
of forest fires nationally, it has been a busy
season so far, predominantly with support
crews being sent out to help contain and suppress fires
in Western Canada..
  As of July 30, 2014, 3,203 forest fires have burned
1,605,036.96 hectares of land in Canada. While Alberta
has experienced the highest number of fires at 947 and
16,485.10 hectares, the Northwest Territories have seen
1,065,431.13 hectares burned through just 286 fires.
  In 2013, a total of 3,920 fires burned 3,039,367 hectares
of forest across Canada.
  According to Jonathan Scott, a Fire Information Officer
with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry’s
Dryden, Ontario Fire Management Centre, this season
has had far less fires than the ten year average and has
been comparatively quiet.
“In Ontario, our hectares to date are at 4,421 hectares
to date compared to 96,843 as the ten year average,”
Scott explained.
  He attributes the low amount of fires to the fact that

LUMBER PRODUCTS

Ontario has had a lot of rain, precipitation and heavy
weather systems that have drastically reduced the fire
load. Out west, however, they are experiencing far
heavier loads and much more active weather.
   “Very good progress is being made on fires in the
Northwest Territories and crews are currently being
cycled out and replaced with new ones,” Scott
explained.
  Scott added that the average number of fire starts
across Canada is entirely dependent on weather
patterns which are unique to each region. Right
now, the extreme weather patterns are occurring in
western Canada.
“Ontario is going to continue supporting western
Canada through the Canadian Interagency Forest Fire
Centre and the agreements that we have developed
nationally but that is contingent on fire conditions
here in Ontario,” Scott said.
  For fires to grow quickly, you would need extreme
fire behaviour.  At times, large fires could have fairly
low fire behaviour, and small fires could grow fiercely.  
Scott explained that it is through careful management
and monitoring that resources are deployed.
  “Our fire management strategy sometimes dictates
that we will let some fires burn as it helps regenerate
the boreal forest,” Scott explained.

FORESTRY SUPPLIES

TRUCKS-NORTHEAST
LEWIS MOTOR SALES
(NORTH BAY) INC.
Sales Parts Service Leasing

1-800-461-1631
F 705 472 2741

19 HEWITT DR, BOX 1257
NORTH BAY, ON P1B 8K5

519-754-5432
Fx: 519-759-3830

sales@jemline.com

TRUCKS - NORTHEAST

TRUCKS - NORTHEAST

Vehicle Sales Division • Used School Bus Sales
AVAILABLE ALL YEAR:
Large Conventional Buses
20 Passenger Vans • Wheelchair Accessible Vans

877-536-6584

www.jemline.com

Source: BC Wildfire.ca

WORK BUSES

For all of your strapping needs
Steel, Plastic and Tool Repair
116 Shaver St.
Brantford, ON
N3T 5M1

  While fire fighters continue to battle the blazes in the
west, the rest of Canada remains at lower preparedness
levels allowing them to provide much needed support
and resources where they are needed most.◊

“Move your workers and supplies in and out of the forest”

chris.job@firstgroup.com • 905.252.0651 • 1.800.259.8446

LUMBER PRODUCTS

NURSERIES

NICKEL CITY
INTERNATIONAL
Your Future Forests are in the
Palms of Our Hands

Full Service Truck Dealership
Sales, Leasing, Rentals

•Specializing in Containerized Tree Seedlings
•Multi-Year Transplanted Seedlings Available

1035 FALCONBRIDGE ROAD,
SUDBURY, ON P3A 4M9

R.R. #1 Murillo, ON P0T 2G0 Tel. (807) 935-2626
Fax (807) 935-2190 hillsgrh@tbaytel.net

T 705 560 6625 F 705 560 7556

Advertise for a year for under

$599

Call Dave 1-877-869-0588
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