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Tolko mill an instrinsic part of The Pas community
Closure could affect as many as
1,300 jobs

calls it “a major body blow.”
Paul McKie, a spokesman for Unifor, which
represents 265 of the affected workers, remarks,
BY R OBIN BRUNET
“I have trouble putting words to how devastating
this is; this isn’t just lost jobs.”
As with so many closures linked to the forest B.C.-based Tolko in August announced that the
industry, Tolko Mills deciding to close its kraft doors will close on December 3; the company said
paper mill in The Pas, Manitoba, has created a it had been struggling to improve cost structure
void in the community that won’t
but couldn’t keep product prices
be filled anytime soon, according
competitive with producers in
to decision-makers.
other regions.
Although it perpetually lost
Energy use is apparently the
money, the mill was a boon
main culprit, along with outbound
for the northern community
freight expenses – the latter of
of 5,500: as The Pas’s biggest
which accounts for 15 per cent of
employer, its payroll was $37
the total cost of delivered paper
million, and in addition to the 332
products. Also, raw material costs
directly employed by Tolko, 250
account for a massive one-third
individuals provide services and
of total manufacturing expenses,
work in the woodlands managed
because the fibre has to be
by the company.
transported over long distances due
Mayor Jim Scott
The Pas mayor Jim Scott told
to forest land use and stewardship
The Working Forest that the
restrictions.
impending closure has shocked residents and
The efficiency of the single-line-scale mill itself
could ultimately affect as many as 1,300 jobs; he (which ships about 164,000 tonnes of product

P o r t a ble
S a w millin g

Fire wo od
Pro c e ssing

annually to Canada, the U.S., Mexico, and other
markets) is also a factor: most mills producing
high-strength, porous kraft paper have more
production lines, which better enables them to
recoup costs.
Still, the mill has been an intrinsic part of a
community whose roots are inextricably linked
to forestry. Site manager Blair Rydberg has spent
37 years in the
industry – just one
year shy of his
father’s tenure in
an Ontario facility,
and he frequently
states that one of
his favourite things
“is to spend time
on the floor of the
mill, which I do
everyday.”
Paul McKie
Former
production
Continued on page 3
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received millions in aid through the Financial timber volumes in Tolko’s forest licence area,
Stabilization Plan. Four years later, the federal government intervention would seem to be the
government gave Tolko $2.26 million to improve only resource significant enough to prop up
energy efficiency under the pulp and paper green operations – but this time, the province and the
transformation program; but the effort hasn’t feds refuse to say whether any more public money
Continued from page 1
resulted in any substantial gains.
will be spent.
Although Sheila North Wilson, grand chief of
As the December deadline draws nearer, talks
manager Juha Jarvinen’s father moved his family
Manitoba
Keewatinowi
Okimakanak
Inc.
(a
group
between
Tolko, government, and business parties
from Finland to The Pas to help build the facility
in the late 1960s, and as youths he and Rydberg representing 30 northern Manitoba First Nations) continue, and for his part mayor Scott doesn’t
has expressed an interest in securing ownership expect public ownership to be a solution: “I don’t
had their first summer jobs at the mill.
The mill’s roots trace back to the mid 1960s and of the mill as well as First Nations obtaining know that it’s the end game. But who knows?”
an agreement with the Manitoba Development
Fund and four companies to create an integrated
forestry complex that would tap the resources of
the province’s boreal forest. Final construction
was completed in 1971, and for the first time in
Manitoba, paper was produced.
However, the mill had difficulty turning a
profit from the start, despite being supported by
provincial and federal government (a legal dispute
There’s a simple way you can ensure healthy forests for
with the mill’s builder, who was ultimately found
generations to come while supporting the people and
guilty of theft and ordered to pay $1 million in
fines, did not help the mill’s reputation as an
communities who depend on them.
exercise in government folly).
Between 1973 and 1988, when the mill was
Choose the Sustainable Forestry
managed by Crown corporation Manfor, it
Initiative® (SFI) Standard for your
lost $300 million; Tolko’s predecessor, Repap
working forest. The actions we
Enterprises, bought the facility in 1989 for $132
million. Less than decade later, it sold for $47
take today determine the
million.
future of our forests
Tolko threatened to close the mill in 2006, but
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EDITORIAL
In conversation regarding Resolute Forest Products defamation
suit against Greenpeace someone remarked “I wonder how many
hundreds of thousands of dollars they are spending on this?”
The answer to that question is certainly “many hundreds.” If other
cases against Greenpeace both in Canada and the United States are
taken into account Resolute’s legal costs would surely be in the
millions.
Is it money well spent? That depends on what one perceives as the
ultimate goal of the court challenges. If the goal is mere legal victory,
then perhaps the money could be better spent. Both organizations
have very deep pockets and could surely afford to be in litigation
for decades to come. They could both also endure all but the most
draconian judgement against them.
However, if the goal is to send a message, then its time to smash the
piggy banks. Publicly declaring loud and clear that the forest industry
has nothing to hide, will stand by its sustainable practices and will
not give in to environmentalist bullying is well worth the money.
In the end however much money is spent standing up to Greenpeace
is probably just a drop in the bucket compared to the potential revenue
losses the entire industry could suffer if Greenpeace and groups like
them are left unchecked.
Resolute’s Seth Kursman insists that the dismissal of part of their
argument by no means signals the end of this ongoing saga.
See page six for more on this issue.

Firewood processing technology hits
the “speed limit”

Comments from the web
RE: Many Birds Are On The Decline, But Canada
Has A Solution
Whoa now. Let’s get the whole picture here. Do
not blame the Boreal Forest for the decline of these
birds. It is actually their refuge. Look where they go
south to confront a host of danger including millions
of cats and degraded ecosystems. You want more
birds to come back to the Boreal, fix the problems
down south. End of story.
Frank Knaapen

RE: B.C. cities join push to halt Vancouver Island
old-growth logging
Those who don’t live in resource communities don’t
have the knowledge or appreciation of resource
development to the province.
I would encourage resource based communities to
write a resolution that states the City of Victoria and
surrounding municipalities must stop dumping raw
sewage into the ocean. This must be done at the
City of Victoria’s expense.
I would also suggest that they write a resolution that
the Province initiate a special gas tax on the lower
mainland Victoria to reduce pollution.
Ross Risvold

RE: Balsam fir may disappear in New Brunswick
due to climate change, says prof
There is nothing ” factual” about a climate model
that runs on subjective inputs. A more accurate
description would be computer generated
speculation. Thanks to global mass hysteria
surrounding CAGW, and better than a trillion dollars
of resultant annual rent seeking,”science” seems to
end with reinforcing of hypotheses and then handed
over to the political “scientists” for implementation of
“mitigating policies”. Lysenko is alive and well.
John Chittick

editor@workingforest.com

877-869-0588

Working Forest newspaper

@Workingforest
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ecause it conserves our forests – an iconic part
of Canadian identity and a valuable, local,
renewable resource.
Growing up in Toronto, all I knew about forests were
the iconic images of Canada’s great outdoors and of the
grand forested landscapes located to the North. It wasn’t
until I started studying forestry and working within the
forest sector that my eyes were opened to how robust,
valuable, and diverse forestry really is in Canada and how
much it contributes to conserving those iconic Canadian
landscapes.
After graduating with a Bachelor of Commerce, I
realized that I couldn’t see myself in a conventional
desk job and decided to seek out other means of utilizing
my business education, while engaging in a different
career path. While exploring a variety of environmental
and geography courses, I stumbled upon a few forestry
courses that sparked my interest and made me realize
that a background in economics can also be useful in
the forest sector.
Upon graduating with my Master of Forest Conservation,
I took on a number of roles within the forest sector, each
of which has made me appreciate forestry more and
more. First, I took on a position with the Canadian Wood
Fibre Centre – Natural Resources Canada. In researching
and analyzing the role that forest residues can play in
strengthening the bio-economy. I learned that through
innovation and research, modern uses for forest resources
can be developed and that forests can provide a variety

Stephanie Parzei
and monitored after harvest and that environmental and integral role in conserving those benefits.
social values are conserved. This is something that we can
Overall, working in forestry has been a pleasant surprise
all be proud of – that Canada is committed to using our and a truly rewarding experience; I have found myself
forests in a sustainable manner that provides economic, working along-side friendly and passionate individuals
social, and ecological benefits!
that are extremely dedicated to ensuring the ongoing
So far, I have learned how truly multi-disciplinary health and vitality of Canada’s forests.
forestry can be and how much is involved in ensuring
Therefore, when asked why I stand up for forestry, I
forest management in Canada remains sustainable. am proud to say that I work in and support a strong and
Above all, I am excited about the opportunities ahead in diverse industry that conserves Canada’s great outdoors
continuing to pursue forestry as a career into the future. and that sustainably manages a local, renewable resource
Now, in my new role as Forest Environmental that provides for a multitude of uses and values.
Management Coordinator with EACOM Timber
Corporation, I am excited to stand up in support of
the sustainable forest management activities in a
company that provides wood products from a local and
renewable natural resource. Through the development
and maintenance of EACOM’s forest environmental
management and certification systems, I will proudly
promote sustainable use of forest resources in a manner
that ensures environmental impacts are minimized. By
maintaining certification, EACOM demonstrates its
commitment to not only providing economic benefits and
certified wood products, but also to sustainably managing
and conserving healthy forests that are such an important
part of Canada’s identity.
On a personal note, forestry has provided me with
opportunities to work outside, experiencing and exploring
Canada’s great outdoors and to work with like-minded
people in managing our great forest resource. Throughout
my experience thus far,
I’ve met people who grew
up in Canada’s north
and whose families and
What is one of Ontario’s most
neighbours rely on the
effective tools for
economic opportunities
that forestry provides. On
ﬁghting climate change?
the other hand, I’ve met
Putting wood to work
responsibly for generations
people who simply use
forests as their playground,
their gym and their land
to explore; those who,
like me, believe that it
truly is impossible to be
Ontario’s Naturally Renewable Resource
in a bad mood during a
walk through the woods.
Whether the forest is
used for economic or
recreational and social
Tackle Climate Change – Choose Wood Products
benefit, forestry plays an

Wood

of products – even energy.
My position with the Canadian Institute of Forestry
further expanded my appreciation for the diversity of the
forest sector as I coordinated a variety of projects across
the country on a number of forestry topics, including
forest management, biomass, LiDAR, and biodiversity
conservation – among others.
Working at the Petawawa Research Forest – Canada’s
oldest research forest – gave me a stronger understanding
about the extensive amount of research and science that
goes into informing forestry practices. With hundreds
of long-standing research studies in silviculture, fire
ecology, forest biodiversity and tree breeding and
genetics located at this research forest, I was able to more
fully appreciate that forest management and silviculture
is rooted in sound forest science and ongoing research,
which ensures that our forests are appropriately managed
to conserve their health into the future.
At the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry, I gained additional insight into the policy
world of forestry. With experience at both the federal and
provincial government levels, I can confidently say that
Canada has a strict regulatory framework that ensures
we are at the forefront of sustainable forest management;
our laws and regulations ensure that forestry is based on
sound science, that forests are managed in a manner that
emulates natural disturbance, that they are regenerated
THE WORKING FOREST - PAGE 5 - Fall #1 - 2016

Knock out blow or merely
Ontario supreme court dismisses
some of Resolute’s arguments

(Resolute has not placed) its own entire history,
or even its entire environmental record as a forest
products company, in issue.”
BY R OBIN BRUNET
For the record, Resolute launched its action due
to
Greenpeace in 2012 publishing defamatory
s the Ontario Superior Court dismissal of
some of Resolute Forest Products Inc.’s articles critical of the company’s forestry and
arguments against Greenpeace a fatal blow corporate practices, even after publicly retracting
its claims upon Resolute threatening litigation,
to its defamation suit against the
and secretly disseminating them
green group – or is it merely round
to Resolute’s customers.
one in an on-going legal battle?
Resolute claims Greenpeace
That’s what observers were
wrongfully informed Resolute’s
debating when the court on
customers, investors and
August 26 rejected what it called
stakeholders that Resolute
Resolute’s bid to “greatly expand
improperly harvested or sourced
the scope of the litigation and
materials in Canada’s boreal
transform the trial into an inquiry
forest. It also alleged that
into Greenpeace.”
Greenpeace has continuously
The court also dismissed
and intentionally interfered with
R e s o l u t e ’s a r g u m e n t t h a t
Resolute’s economic relations
Greenpeace has a “strategy of Seth Kursman
by threatening and intimidating
distorting the truth … in order
its customers (including Best
to appeal to its donor base” by pointing out,
“there is not a single example of the defendant Buy, which stopped purchasing paper for
advertising circulars). Resolute seeks general
Greenpeace doing such a thing.”
Also dismissed was Resolute’s contention, damages of $5 million and punitive damages of
outlined in its statement of claim filed in 2013, $2 million.
Justice Corbett’s decision appalled business
that Greenpeace campaigners in other countries
were arrested or conducted activity that could journalist and economist Peter Foster, who wrote
be interpreted as criminal: Justice D.L. Corbett in The Financial Post on September 8 that “At
wrote, “This case is about what Greenpeace times it appeared as if [Corbett] was trying to bail
published and then did starting in late 2012…. Greenpeace out of its own defense: he asserted

I

JDICareers

@JDICareers
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that the case wasn’t about Greenpeace as a global
activist organization, even though Greenpeace
itself had claimed that it was.
“He suggested that to investigate Greenpeace’s
global reach would be like dragging in the entire
forest industry: but forestry companies are
entirely different and separate organizations,
Greenpeace is not.”
Foster added that the judge “struck down
R e s o l u t e ’s c l a i m s a b o u t G r e e n p e a c e ’s
intimidation tactics, even though Greenpeace
had never refuted them; he refused Resolute the
right to amend its reply to Greenpeace’s defense;
he also awarded Greenpeace costs.”
Foster echoed other critics of the green group by
reminding readers there is abundant evidence that
Greenpeace affiliates have intimidated Resolute’s
overseas customers: “Also, Greenpeace’s
fearsome reputation undoubtedly influences
companies’ response to its approaches, so the
source of that reputation would appear to be
highly relevant. Greenpeace has certainly bullied
companies — including Best Buy — to curtail
business with Resolute, and has bragged about
how much business it has cost the forestry giant.”
So, where does Resolute go from here? While
pointing out that he was severely restricted by
what he could state publicly, Seth Kursman,
vice president, corporate communications,
sustainability & government affairs for Resolute,
told The Working Forest on September 15 that

J.D. Irving, Limited

the end of the first round?
the court decision “does not prejudice Resolute’s
Canadian legal case: Resolute’s overarching
allegation, that Greenpeace refers to and invokes
its past campaigns in order to threaten and
intimidate Resolute’s customers, remains part
of Resolute’s pleading.
“The Divisional Court has merely excised
specific examples of Greenpeace’s past campaigns
from the pleadings. The Divisional Court’s
ruling does not permit Greenpeace to run away
from its own identity, which is very much a live
issue for trial.”
Kursman added, “This Court decision does
not in any way diminish the claims against
Greenpeace of defamation and intentional
interference with commercial relations; in fact,
the Court determined that it was Greenpeace
that broadened the litigation by its statement of
defense.”
Kursman says Resolute is continuing to review
the decision and seek a timely conclusion to the
documentary and oral discovery process, and
then the trial of this matter.
Kursman also stressed there are separate legal
actions against Greenpeace in Canada and the
United States, and the Ontario decision “has no
impact on the U.S. RICO case.”
Kursman is referring to a Racketeer Influenced
and Corrupt Organizations civil suit it filed on
May 31 in the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Georgia, against Greenpeace
and a number of its associates who, though they
claim to be independent, act cooperatively; the
100-page complaint alleges that Greenpeace
and its affiliates are a RICO “enterprise,” and
that “Greenpeace has fabricated evidence and
events, including, for example, staged photos
falsely purporting to show Resolute logging in
prohibited areas.”
The suit also calls Greenpeace a “global
fraud” out to line its pockets with money from
donors and states that, “maximizing donations,
not saving the environment, is the group’s true
objective.”
While it’s impossible to predict what the future
legal outcomes may be, Foster notes that
“Meanwhile, Greenpeace continues to claim that
Resolute is a `Forest Destroyer.’”
However, he concludes, “Greenpeace USA and
its affiliates may not have such an easy time with
Resolute’s RICO suit.”

24 hour Parts & Mechanical Service

987 Great Northern Road
Sault Ste Marie, ON P6A 5K7

www.tmstruck.com

Doug Hanson, Major Acct Manager, Forestry, Brandt Tractor Ltd.,
with some of the John Deere team at Demo 2016 in BC.

Contact CARDINAL
the authorized MORBARK Dealer
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North Bay, ON
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Methods to reduce circular saw guide water usage

C

ircular saw guide water causes several problems
in sawmills, such as an increase in moisture
content of sawdust; pooling of water in
conveyors and basements; and corrosion of machines
and conveyor chains. In addition, many mills have
limited water supply and may not have sufficient water
for saw guides, resulting in sawing issues. Therefore,
a guide lubrication system that uses less water while

maintaining the conditions for good saw performance
would reduce water (and oil) consumption, lessen issues
with water pooling in conveyors and sawmill basement,
corrosion, and result in dryer sawdust, which reduces
shipping and drying costs.
To help member sawmills better manage these
problems, FPInnovations tested several guide pad
designs resulting in a guide pad that uses less water
while maintaining the conditions for good sawing
performance. Trials evaluated the cooling capacity of
guide pads by measuring saw blade temperatures. To
investigate water flow through orifices and over the
pad surface, clear guide pads, machined from acrylic
sheet, and colored water were used in the tests at the
FPInnovations Lumber Manufacturing Pilot Plant.

Experiment tests with various guide pad designs
showed that an Open Guide Design, which does not
have a land on the top and bottom edges of the guide
pad, is the most effective in terms of cooling, but that
this design could wear faster compared to other designs.
Tests in member sawmills with some of the new designs
will be performed to verify the cooling effectiveness and
wear rates. Future work on this project will focus on
methods to collect and reuse the cooling water (and to
a lesser extent the lubrication oil) in addition to testing
if cold water can improve the cooling effect.
For more information on these research results, please
contact Bruce Lehmann Associate Research Leader of
FPInnovations’ Machine and Saw Performance group.
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COVER MORE GROUND.
Loggers demand maximum productivity and uptime out of their
equipment shift after shift. And the John Deere 903M Tracked Feller
Buncher delivers, big time. It features a powerful fuel-efficient engine,
fast hydraulics for superb multifunction operation, deep cutting swath,
and best-in-class tree accumulation for maximum productivity. Plus, now
enjoy special financing options available through John Deere Finance.
With this tough feller buncher on your jobsite, working hard has never
been so easy. See your local Nortrax dealer today for more information.
*0% APR for 36 Months on new John Deere Feller Bunchers. Offer available 01 March 2016 through 30 June 2016.

We Stand Ready.
Nortrax for
Parts & Service

(866) 366.8722

A machine for all budgets

B

ell’s Machining, Welding and Hydraulics
has been providing customers with welding,
machining and millwright services since 1939.
We deliver only the best products and services with our
full line of machining equipment and Canadian Welding
Bureau Certification. We also make the most rugged

professional in your area. Each machine is portable and
easy to transport using a pickup truck.
Top notch service and a machine that gets the job
done fast. That’s why Ken Rousson loves his Bell’s
Machining Series 6000 firewood processor so much.
Ken’s Firewood and Aggregates in Greely, Ontario
produces around 900 face cords of wood a year with

and found Bell’s to be in my mind one of the better
built machines. I also wanted some extra things on the
processor and they agreed to custom build it for my
application.”
Among the special features that Rousson wanted were
a cab for all weather operation, changes to the length and
height of the log troughs and removable splitter knives

8000 Series Firewood Processor

1000 Series Firewood Processor
built Firewood Processors, they are easy to use and the
most productive firewood processor on the market today.
Bell’s builds 7 different models to suit every operation.
Every firewood processor comes with a 1 year parts and
labour warranty that can be performed by any capable

their Bell’s processor.
“I do it all with a Bells Machining Series 6000 which
is the second one I have bought from them. I bought
a Series 3000 last year and it wasn’t quite big enough
for my application so we traded it in for the
bigger one. We generally like to do 22 inch
diameter by 24 feet in length and Bell’s
Wanted
Machining Series 6000 can handle that,”
Rousson said. “There are other processors
that won’t take that big a log. We wanted the
additional horsepower for more speed. We
want to be able to run those logs through as
Standing Timber or Logs
quickly as possible. We can do about four
cords an hour now.”
Barry Forbes
Bell’s Machining in Perth have been
Heavy Equipment Corporation
rapidly expanding their line of firewood
processors. The company has gone from two
models to six in the last three years. They
660 County Road 22
offer both bar saw and circular saw options
Kemptville ON K0G 1J0
and they have gotten cycle times down to
3 seconds.
“I shopped around quite a few places
ironpeddlar@hotmail.com

Hemlock / Pruche

613 314 1600

BELL’S
Firewood Processor
7 models to ﬁt every budget

2044 Rogers Rd.
Perth, ON K7H 1P9

888-995-1965

Brent Easton: 613-264-5885

www.bellsmachining.com
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for processor wood suited to larger outdoor furnaces.
“There were so many little things that we wanted that
most companies don’t build.
I sat down and explained all the extras I wanted and
they custom built exactly what I required,” Rousson
said. “They were very flexible, they said ‘you tell us
what you want and we’ll build exactly what you want.”
On the rare occasions when Rousson has had
mechanical issues with his processor he said Bell’s was
able to have a technician in his yard working within a
few hours. That’s something he has never experienced
before with other equipment.
“I was in to Bell’s just last week because I broke a little
part on the chain and the people there talk to you and
treat you like a person not a number,” Rousson. “They
are more than willing to help, the mechanics come by
and stand and talk to you about the machine and ask
how you are doing. The service is just so great; they
bend over backwards to try to help you.”
The benefits of a Bells Firewood Processor
easy financing available
single joystick control that won’t leave you worn out.
CAT diesel engines with 3 year factory warranty
aggressive infeed trough handles crooked wood better
auto feed hydraulic chainsaw is easier to use, easier to
maintain and more fuel efficient
every model comes with an auto cycle splitter
CWB Certified Red Seal welders build and assemble
your machine.
Assembled with HSS Structural steel to ensure years
of use and abuse
Every part is easily accessed and serviceable
Bigger cutting capacities
2 stage splitters make our machines faster, more
powerful, and more efficient than the competition
Easy to reach splitter trough means you don’t need a
pulp pole
Bell’s Machining management and employees are
qualified in many areas including: general welding,
certified structural welding, custom fabrication,
high pressure pipe welding, sling rigging, stainless
steel welding, aluminum welding, mobile welding,
machining, milling, and hydraulics, with over 100 years
combined experience. They have a dedicated sales team
for steel, welding supplies and equipment, machining
supplies and equipment, and hydraulic supplies. Contact
888-995-1965 or check out: www.bellsmaching.com◊

Custom build, custom service

I

n the world of firewood processors there is
a lot of choice and Jim Hutson of Olympia,
Washington looked at them all. He flew
all over the United States (a perk of having a
spouse who works for a major airline) to look
at firewood processor in person and in action.
Ultimately he settled on Wisconsin based Brute
Force Manufacturing and he hasn’t regretted it
for a second.
Hutson’s family run tree farm is on a 900-acre
property that has been in the family for decades.
He and his wife have a logging, site prep and road
building company. A few years ago the market
started to shift against the type of logs he was
producing.
“We had to utilize that really low end small
diameter product. We have always had firewood
processors in the past. They were great for a
tree farmer but technology has really surpassed
them. If you are producing a well made product
and you are after uniformity which is what the
industry demands, you need something better,”
Hutson said.
“My labour and expense for producing a cord
of firewood was already quite low so I had lots
of time to shop. Brute Force just stood out. While
their price point is very economical they use just
one step up, heavier grade of steel. They are just
a little tougher built.”
While considering a Brute Force processor

Hutson had an epiphany; He realized that
anybody building a processor back in Wisconsin,
Minnesota and Iowa were building it to cut oak.
On the west coast Hutson was working with fir and
alder and maple and “that machine wouldn’t even
have to open its lungs up to process that wood.”
“I talked to few guys around the country who
had one and we realized that the splitter was
unique to the type of work you were doing. I
talked to owner Clayton Szydel about it and he
said ‘what do you need? I’ll build it for you’,”
Hutson said. “He absolutely listened to everything
I was saying about what I needed. He understands
his manufacturing very well, he gave me exactly
what I wanted and couple of times he gave me
something better. I had a total of seven custom
modifications on my processor and no other
manufacturer was willing to do anything like
that.”
Hutson chose Brute Force for the strength in
its construction but he says the company’s real
strength is in their service.
“Anybody can be happy when everything is
working right. We had a problem with a conveyor
motor and apparently our machine slipped out the
door with the old motor which they had changed.
Clayton second day air shipped our new motor to
me and told us to keep the old motor as a spare,”
Hutson said.
“The product support is phenomenal. The true

Invest Less - Produce More

test of a manufacturer is the support you get. You
can be happy with the t-shirt and baseball caps but
when its broke down or something isn’t right and
you need to call them that is the real test,” Hutson
said. “I have called Clayton on a Saturday and
he called me back at nine o’clock that night his
time. He knew I was trying to solve a problem and
needed it running by Monday when the crew got
there. Product support when you have a problem
is what separates people and Clayton just excels
at that. He takes it personally when his machine
is not trouble free.”

With 17 locations, we are just around the corner!
“no matter where you live”
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receives unfair subsidy

Hawkesbury, Nova Scotia
received an unfair subsidy
of it down.
Cdn$ 125 million from
the Nova Scotia government
in
order to restart its 2012
A preliminary ruling in
operations. The Coalition
August upheld the Coalition’s
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16-24 Firewood Processor
The 16-24 comes with a 32 HP
Kohler Gas Engine, 2 strand live
deck, 10’ conveyor and a 4-way
splitting wedge, allowing you to
produce between 1 and 2 cords
of split firewood per hour. This is
a great processor for shop, farm
or for entry level commercial
firewood production.

18-24 HD Firewood
Processor Gas or Diesel
Splits 18” diameter logs up to 14’
long. The 18-24 HD comes with
a 37 HP Kohler Gas Engine, 3
strand live deck and 4-way wedge,
with a 44 HP Kubota turbo diesel
engine, fast split upgrade, and 6 or
8-way wedges optional. Gas model
produces up to 3 cords per hour
and the Diesel unit produces up to
4 cords per hour.

(715) 678 0037
(715) 550 1077
www.BruteForceMfg.com
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Maximum mobility with minimum effort

L

andscaping in Canada is a seasonal business
that leaves professionals with time on their
hands through the long cold winter months.
Thirty-five year landscaping veteran Neal Blacklaws
of Saskatchewan spends the winter producing firewood
with his Hahn firewood processor.
Hahn HFP160 Firewood Pro and HFP150
Compact are unique systems in the industry. They
are attachments that turn your skid steer loader,
compact track or wheel loader, or excavator into a
full function, high production, firewood processor.
This was a big selling point for Blacklaws who
already had a carrier in the form of his landscaping
skidsteer.
“We saw this machine on Youtube and we were
quite impressed with it. We mainly chose this
machine because I already had the skidsteer for my
landscaping company. Its mobile and it seemed to
be fairly fast. You don’t need an extra power unit or
tractor to run it,” Blacklaws said.
“Its quite fast and as we got better and better with
the machine is got even fast,” Blacklaws said. “It
was rated at about three cords and hour. I guess that
was probably on perfect wood. Our wood was far
from perfect. Its mainly birch, some tamarack and
a bit of pine. We actually hit over three cords an hour
by the end of our first winter.”
Hahn firewood processors are all in one units.
Capable of lifting a log off the ground, cutting into

lengths up to 20 inches and splitting lengths into 4, 6
or 8 pieces. Thanks to the processors mobility wood
can be deposited directly into trucks, trailers, bins or
onto a conveyor.
The HFP150 Compact is well suited to most midsized loaders with auxiliary flows of 15.5 gpm and is
an ideal fit for the person who uses a lot of firewood

but doesn’t need the production capacity of the larger
commercial units.
Designed for easy operation, the HFP150Compact
is controlled by eight push buttons attached to the

loader’s joysticks and features auto retract on the saw
and splitter and the optional hydraulically adjustable
4-way and 6-way splitters enable the operator to
produce uniformly sized firewood from a variety of
log sizes up to 15” diameter.
“In our area there are too many producers already,
but about nine hours away they are always short of
birch wood. Every dealer I talked to
in that area said they could never get
enough. That was a deciding factor for
us to enter the market.
Blacklaws says he has about 3500
half cord tote bags processed already.
However, the trucking on tote bags is
not cost effective so he is moving to
loading straight into trucks. Which is
an easy switch with the mobility of his
Hahn processor.
“Its basically a one-man operation,”
Blacklaws said.
For more than 40 years, Hahn
Machinery has continued its innovative
approach for improving productivity
in harvesting and silvicultural
applications by developing portable
log merchandizing equipment, custom
delimbers and processors, forestry
protection packages, grapples, hydraulic chainsaws,
compact slashers and firewood processing attachments
for skid loaders, compact track and wheel loaders, and
excavators.

LET HAHN TURN YOUR SKID STEER LOADER OR
EXCAVATOR INTO A
ONE-MAN FIREWOOD PROCESSOR

The Industry’s ﬁrst commercial
ﬁrewood processing attachment for
skid loaders, compact track and
wheel loaders, and excavators.

HAHN MACHINERY INC.
The HFP 160 Firewood Pro and the smaller HFP150 compact from
Hahn Machinery Inc are the industry’s ﬁrst line of ﬁrewood processing
attachments for skid steer loaders, compact track and
wheel loaders, and excavators.
When installed on a suitably equipped carrier, the HFP series
processors can pick a log up oﬀ the ground, cut it into ﬁrewood lengths,
and split those lengths into 2, 4, 6, or 8 pieces with all functions being
performed by one person from the comfort and
safety of the loader’s cab.
PO Box 220, Two Harbors, Minnesota
Call today for complete details and
a free DVD or visit our website at

800-483-8825

(218) 834-2156
Fax: 218-834-5640
www.Hahnmachinery.com
info@hahnmachinery.com
“Supplying the Forest Products Industry for over 44 years”

Resource Land Holdings, LLC is a $800MM
natural resource and real estate
private equity ﬁrm interested in acquiring
freehold timberland in excess of $10MM in Canada
RLH’s afﬁliate, Canadian Timber Partners, Ltd., owns a
145,000 acre freehold timber property in Northern Ontario
RLH purchases land with no ﬁnancing contingencies

Interested parties can contact:
Byron Levkulich, CFA, CPA | Principal
Resource Land Holdings, LLC

720.723.2859
e. byron.levkulich@rlholdings.com

www.rlholdings.com
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Reputation, inventory and Multitek; a recipe for success

I

n the firewood business, reputation is everything. In
New Brunswick Mountain Firewood Services has
a reputation for delivering high quality seasoned
firewood. Owner Ronnie Steeves having a large
inventory is key to providing stove ready wood and the
key to a large inventory? Steeves says he owes it all to
his Multitek firewood processor.
Steeves has been involved in the firewood business
for most of his life, learning the tricks of the trade from
his father. In 2008 when he made the move to take over
the business he wanted to emulate the best. He looked
at two of the largest firewood companies in the U.S. and
they were both running Multitek processors.
“I followed them quite closely and I wanted to use
the same product that people with that much success
would use. There are many different processors out
there,” Steeves said. “There is a reason why they are
so successful and I believe Multitek processors are
the reason. I wanted to do the same and I have never
regretted it from day one.”
In the last fifteen years Steeves business has grown
from running a wood splitter and chainsaw to a Multitek

2025 XP2 processor and four delivery trucks making
Mountain Firewood Processors one of the largest
firewood producers in the province.
“The market fluctuates slightly from year to year. This
year it’s a little bit slower than last because we had a
mild winter. We have been selling wood so long that
we haven’t noticed it as much as some of the smaller
dealers,” Steeves said. “Right now its very busy. It
usually starts off a little bit slower in the spring and
then in the fall it picks up significantly. We started
hauling in the second week
of April this year and have
been basically flat out all
summer.”
The market is competitive
in New Brunswick,
Steeves says its an easy
business to get into with
the accessibility of smaller
firewood processors.
“We find that the smaller
units cost more to run
than the larger Multitek
processors. The cost per
cord is much more. Our cost per cord is less than ten
dollars per cord on the truck whereas with the smaller
processors the increased breakdowns cost more.”
“Reputation is the only way you are going to get
repeat customers. We have
come to the conclusion
after being in it for so long
that ‘cheap wood is cheap
wood’. The customers
realize that after time.
Our wood for instance
is bought almost a year

ahead. Right now we have over 2000 cord of wood in
the yard, that comes with a cost. A competitor might be
able to sell it cheaper but he has green wood or wood
that has been sitting for a month because that can’t afford
to have inventory,” Steeves said.
“We’ve been running our new 2025 XP2 this summer
and its been fantastic I cant say enough about it really.
The cost of running the machine is less than the other
one. My production has gone up 20%. On other machines
I could run it for roughly a ten-hour day,” Steeves said.
“With this one, I can run
a twelve-hour day and
not feel as tired. Its easier
to run, I can get more
done in the same amount
of time and I can work a
longer day. The change
to electric controls makes
the processor basically
effortless to use.”
The Multitek 2025 XP2
features an 80hp John
Deere Diesel engine,
20-foot max log length,
22-inch max log diameter and boasts a four plus cords
per hour processing rate. The processor is available
with both a 48-inch carbide tipped circular cut off saw
or 36-inch harvester bar.

We Have All The
Right Gear For The
Forestry Industry
Rd
to 1645 Bonhill
a,
aug
siss
Mis
1,
it
un
ON L5T 1R3

Plus we have the knowledgeable staff
who know our high quality products
We now carry all Logrite Products from Cant Hooks
and Peaveys to Haulers, Carts and Trailers
Phone: (800) 387-4940 Fax: (905) 795-1632
Email: info@ufsupplies.com
Website: www.ufsupplies.com

1645 Bonhill Road Unit 1, Mississauga, Ontario L5T 1R3
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Quality sawing at affortable price

C

Offering three sawmill models, the Timbery
ombining more than 30 years of experience M100, M280, and M285 give woodworking
in building sawmills, Timbery’s mission hobbyists and lumber professionals the ability
is to provide sawmill equipment that to saw their own logs into lumber for projects or
is less expensive, cuts with
quality, and includes features
and innovations not available
anywhere else. With dozens of
worldwide dealers including
locations in New Brunswick,
Alberta, Ontario, and Quebec,
Timbery sawmill equipment is
built in the USA and operated
throughout the world. “Wherever
you are sawing logs into lumber,
you don’t have to overspend to
get quality and easy to operate
equipment for your wood
business or hobby,” said Chad
Sanders, Timbery Manager.

profits. Timbery sawmills have outperformed their
factory production ratings at the 2013 and 2015
Great Portable Sawmill Shoot-Out in the USA.
“The Shoot-Out gives us a great opportunity to
show what Timbery sawmills
are capable of,” said Chad.
“Timbery has become a
viable option for sawyers
looking for an affordable and
quality portable sawmill.”
In addition to sawmills,
Timbery recently introduced
a new edger and two new
resaws to their sawmill
equipment line that also
includes bandsaw blades
and blade maintenance
equipment. Giving you more
and charging you less is why
affordable sawing starts with
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Affordable Sawing Starts with Timbery

JEAN’S DIESEL SHOP LTD.
FORESTRY & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT - INDUSTRIAL MACHINE SHOP

P.O. BOX 1480 - 1697 HWY 11 W. HEARST, ONT P0L1 N0

Michel Lamontagne, Partsman
Bus.: 705.362.4478 or 4969
Res.: 705.362.5059
Fax: 705.362.5616
jeands@ntl.sympatico.ca

JEAN’S DIESEL SHOP LTD.
3 Sawmill
Models Available!

FORESTRY & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT - INDUSTRIAL MACHINE SHOP

P.O. BOX 1480 - 1697 HWY 11 W. HEARST, ONT P0L1 N0

Daniel Picard,

Partsman

Bus.: 705.362.4478 or 4969
Res.: 705.362.7858
Fax: 705.362.5616
jeands@ntl.sympatico.ca

JEAN’S DIESEL SHOP LTD.
If you are ready to start sawing your own lumber, Timbery has everything you will need, and MORE!
From furniture to flooring, siding to shingles, large logs or small, making your own lumber is easy and practical
with the Timbery Portable Sawmills.

• Sawmills • Edgers • Resaws • Blades • Blade Maintenance

FORESTRY & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT - INDUSTRIAL MACHINE SHOP

P.O. BOX 1480 - 1697 HWY 11 W. HEARST, ONT P0L 1N0

We specialize in Timberjack
replacement parts

705.362.4478

Fax: 705.362.5616
www.jeansdieselshop.com

www.timbery.ca
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JEAN’S DIESEL SHOP LTD.
FORESTRY & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT - INDUSTRIAL MACHINE SHOP

P.O. BOX 1480 - 1697 HWY 11 W. HEARST, ONT P0L1 N0

André Marcotte, Partsman

Century old company add another link to a long chain

I

f you are lucky enough to be around for 100 years
you will learn a few things. World leading roller
chain and sprocket manufacturer Tsubaki will
celebrate their 100th anniversary in 2017 and not only
do they know a lot about chains and sprockets they
continue to innovate and improve those products year
after year.
Beginning as a bicycle chain manufacturer in
Osaka, Japan in 1917 Tsubaki has grown to a global
company specializing in chains and sprocket for every
application. Direct sales manager for Tsubaki of Canada,
John Sharpe says the company slogan; “Innovation in
Motion” is something they live by and that drives them
to continue to find new ways to solve their customer’s
unique problems.
“Our hundredth anniversary is coming up in March-

Tsubaki Smart Tooth sprocket

April. We have been planning for this for the last ten
years at least and have a big launch coming up in the
New Year with some new products,” Sharpe said. “We
are improving and innovating our products. We have
a lineup of products that are very well recognized in
the industry and they have really set us apart from the
competition.”
“Ultimately we want to give our end user a product
that is going to outperform anything they have
previously used.”
The company is of course best known for their roller
chain. Anywhere that one has to transmit torque from
a drive to a conveyor system Tsubaki roller chains are
there.
“Not every drive system is the same so we have
chains to address many different applications. All of
these innovations have come from a problem in the field
that end users have encountered. We
have vast network of companies
in Tsubaki where we can work to
innovate solutions.”
“We have roller chain that are
better suited for high speed or lack
of lubrication. Depending on what
your problem is we have a full suite
of roller chain suited to it.”
The Lambda line is a self lubricating
chain that uses an oil impregnated
bushing. When you can’t lubricate a
particular chain that bushing works
like a sponge so the lubrication stays
wherever you get chain wear. It

significantly increases the life of the chain. In some
instance Lambda chains will our live standard chain by
as much as five to thirty times.
“That particular chain is good for a lot of applications
but not for high speed. We were finding spots where
Lambda wasn’t working so we came up with a chain
called Speed Master. It features a chrome hardened pin
which is very resistant to wear. In high speed application
where you can’t keep lubrication in the bushing area we
put Speed Master and it works very well”.
Tsubaki’s innovation culture extends to their sprocket
line as well. Their Smart Tooth sprocket takes the guess
work out of sprocket wear. Smart Tooth technology is a
visual identifier which indicate when the sprocket has
worn past its usable life. It offers users the ability to
identify and schedule maintenance.
Tsubaki’s Plan and Scan program is a database created
to document cost savings of the end user when they use
Tsubaki products.
“We have been working on it for the last twelve years
and its designed to track our end user’s applications. It’s
a preventative maintenance and cost savings tracking
platform. We have been implementing this with key
customers such as Canfor Western Forest Products and
Interfor,” Sharpe said. “Users can scan with a QR code
or sign in online and access all the Tsubaki products
that are on their applications and plan for replacement,
receive recommendations for improved products and see
cost savings since they have begun using a particular
product.”
From bicycle chains to the forestry, mining
and automotive industries, even after 100 years,
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whole picture.
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Innovative kiln technology adds speed and efficiency
BY S HAUN L ESLIE T URRI FF

F

or an Ontario company, harvesting centuries
old timber from the bottoms of lakes and rivers
meant special needs for drying the waterlogged
wood. Now, years later, they’ve branched out into
manufacturing the versatile radio-frequency vacuum
kilns that solved their problems.
Mark Hamelin and his brother Peter founded Aqua
Timber, a company to salvage old growth timber from
the bottoms of rivers and lakes, which was leftover
from Canada’s 19th century logging industry. Moving
logs by floating them down lakes and rivers meant that
many logs became waterlogged and sank to the bottom.
These logs represent the old-growth forests that once
covered Canada.
“Peter got the idea for Aqua Timber. We’re local divers,
and we saw all this material on the lake beds,” says Mark
Hamelin, company co-founder. “We saw something of
value there.”
They started hauling the salvaged logs to a local
sawmill, but the old waterlogged wood presented
certain difficulties. “Drying the waterlogged timber in a
conventional kiln presented a whole host of problems,”
says Hamelin. “We went looking for technology to
help.” And that technology was a radio-frequency
vacuum kiln.
“We bought a radio-frequency vacuum kiln in 2005,
from a Canadian company, Canadian built,” says
Hamelin. “When they went out of business in 2010, we
figured we would have to build our own RF kilns if we
wanted to expand, so that’s exactly what we did.” They
installed their own RF kiln at Aqua Timber in 2010.
“We were doing a lot of contract drying,” says Hamelin.
“We saw so much interest, we decided to start building
other RF kilns.” A spin-off equipment company, RF
Kiln Tech, was founded in 2015.
Unlike conventional drying kilns, which rely on the
circulation of heated air, radio-frequency vacuum kilns
operate by heating material from the inside out. Wood
loaded into the chamber of the kiln is sandwiched

between an anode and cathode plate. The wood is
then bombarded with radio waves. “Rf kilns use direct
heating. The radio waves set up magnetic fields, which
excite the water molecules in the wood, producing
heat,” says Hamelin. “It’s a lot like a microwave,
but radio waves are longer and penetrate deeper into
material.” These RF kilns are smaller, faster and more
efficient than conventional kilns. “A three inch slab,
for example, could take up to 3 and a half month to dry
in a conventional kiln. An RF kiln can do it in 10-14
days,” says Hamelin.
Many industries could benefit from these kilns,
according to Hamelin. “For example, the guys who build
timber-framed houses. They have millions of board feet
of inventory, because it takes so long to dry, maybe up
to a year. With RF technology, they could dry that same
piece in 5 weeks. Just-in-time drying, with a significant
reduction in inventory costs.” The same would be
true of furniture makers and other companies that use
heavy dimensional timber. “Also, pallet manufactures
are going to want to get a heat-treatment certification
stamp for their pallets. RF kilns can make that easier.”
Insect threats to North America’s trees, such as the
Asian long-horned beetle and the Emerald ash borer,
were likely introduced into the United States in pallets or
crates shipped from China. Properly treating solid wood
packaging materials such as crates and pallets to ensure
that they were free from such infestations could reduce
the chance of these and other invasive species reaching
our trees and forests. Current methods of treatment,
such as conventional heat treatment in kilns and methyl
bromide fumigation, can be ineffective.
“We’re working with the United States Department
of Agriculture and the Penn State Wood Science Lab,”
says Hamelin. RF Kiln Tech sold of one of its radiofrequency vacuum kilns to the United States Department
of Agriculture’s animal and plant health inspection
service, which will be installed in December in the
wood science department of Penn State University. The
kiln will be used to help set commercial parameters for
effective heat treatment against invasive forest pests

like the Emerald ash borer and Asian long-horned pine
beetle.
“RF is a recognized methodology,” says Hamelin.
“Radio waves heat from the inside out. It’s easier to
control the core temperature, and it’s fast and efficient.”
Furthermore, says Hamelin, “even in cases where the
larvae are not killed by the heat, the radio waves sterilize
the larvae, who then can’t reproduce.”
RF kilns are now an approved method of heat treating
lumber under ISPM -15, an International Phytosanitary
Measure that directly addresses the need to treat wood
materials of a thickness greater than 6mm, used to ship
products between countries.
In addition to the industries that would currently benefit
from RF kiln technology, and the potential for heat
treating wood packaging, RF kilns offer some other
exciting possibilities for the future. “Researchers are
looking into using RF kilns to dry plant material other
than wood, and also looking at species of wood that
currently have no commercial value,” says Hamelin.
He continues, “because these kilns also work with
a vacuum, and the condensate from the drying is
collected, there some interest in using them to extract
essential oils”
Hamelin is excited about the future of RF Kiln Tech.
“We’re a young company on the equipment side,”
says Hamelin. “It’s not a new technology, just new
applications. We’ve brought the cost of of units down
significantly, with design changes and more efficient
components. Cost is competitive with conventional
kilns, and RF kilns are faster and more efficient. We’re
offering twice the capacity at a third of the cost of the
early RF kilns. Early adopters couldn’t always justify
the cost, but now there is real potential.”
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The Green Revolution - Site Prep and Containers
BY K EN ARMSON O.C. , R. P. F. ( RET. )

U

ntil the 1950’s most of the provinces
produced small quantities of tree seedlings
for outplanting. Depending on the area,
many were used on private lands by farmers or other
landowners as in southern Ontario or were used on
Crown lands after fires or other disturbances. The
production of bare root seedlings for outplanting was
almost exclusively in small provincial nurseries. But
the Canada Forestry Act of 1949 was to change all
that. The initial emphasis on funding provincial forest
inventories was followed by one on regeneration
of provincial forest lands. The result was the major
development in the mid to late 1950’s and into the
early 1960’s of new, large conventional tree nurseries
in British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario and Québec and
in New Brunswick by J.D. Irving. The seedlings were
produced after two, or more commonly, three years or
seedlings were transplanted and grown for one or two
years and then shipped out to the field. The seedlings
and the transplanted stock were all bare root. This was
also in a period of an expanding forest industry and
harvesting which resulted in ever increasing demands
for trees for outplanting. The nurseries expanded and
mechanized - but a major problem appeared. The storage
and shipping of bare root trees required conditions
and care to prevent mortality and because of their size
and roots the cost of planting, especially in cutovers,
was high. Research into better methods of storage and
shipping were the outcome but the problem of costs and
efficiency in planting were still there. This was when
two new approaches began. The first was to improve
the planting sites in cutovers to make it easier to plant
a tree and this was the beginning of the technological
development of site preparation. The second was the
research and development of growing seedlings in
containers so that they could be stored, shipped and
planted with their roots unexposed. In both these two
approaches Canadian foresters and forest technicians
were to play lead roles.
For site preparation, mechanical equipment dominated
although in certain provinces such as Ontario prescribed
burning procedures were developed and used when fire
conditions were suitable. The large scale reforestation
of southern pines in the southeastern United States in
the 1950’s had resulted in mechanical site preparation
equipment, such as the Marden Chopper being
developed to operate on former cleared lands but these
were less suitable for northern Canadian cutovers,
sometimes several years old. The result was innovation
of equipment to suit Canadian conditions. In Alberta,
Des Crossley at Northwestern Pulp & Power Company
developed a boom and chains to scarify, expose mineral
soil and facilitate seeding from cone-bearing slash.
In Ontario, forestry staff began the development of
what became the finned barrels to prepare planting
sites and seeding barrels. These developments plus
the modification of regular construction tractors

and equipment to suit specific conditions made for
interesting innovations throughout Canadian forests.
It wasn’t long before Scandinavian equipment such as
the Bracke began to appear and as they say the rest is
history!
The development of container seedlings was concurrent
with that of site preparation equipment and primarily
took place in two provinces, British Columbia and
Ontario. In B.C. trials of various containers and planting
stock showed that “Plug” type seedlings grown in
Styrofoam blocks and then extracted from the block
at the planting site were most effective. The system
was jointly developed by the BC Forest Service and
the Pacific Centre of the Canadian Forest Service. In
Ontario the emphasis was on young seedlings grown in

small plastic tubes; in 1966 26 million were produced.
Survival rates were very variable and although larger
tubes and seedlings were tried the tube was supplanted
by paper pots which were imported from Finland.
Interestingly, the paper pot was invented in Japan
as a means of outplanting sugar beet seedlings and
it was a sugar beet company in Finland which first
used them there and then adapted to grow conifer
seedlings. Concerns were expressed that trees planted
in containers such as plastic tubes and paper pots would
constrictions in root development and their use declined
and now the various forms of growing seedlings in plugs
predominates, although particularly in reforestation on
farm lands in areas such as southern Ontario bare root
				
stock is still used.
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Roadside rubbish transformed
BY B RETT HANSON

L

overs of fine furniture and boat building know
the value of teak. The tropical hardwood is
known for its durability and water resistance
and is indigenous to only four countries; Burma,
Laos, Thailand and India. Unsustainable logging has
virtually eliminated the tree in all its originals habitats
save Burma. Thankfully teak still thrives in plantations
around the world.
In Indonesia Teak was first introduced by Buddhist
monks the 16th century and later expanded by the Dutch

who made large plantations to service the ships of the
Dutch East Indies.
After hundreds of years of harvesting teak, in the
mid 20th century, the Indonesian government began to
restrict the harvesting of Teak. The roots from most of
the original harvesting remain in the ground, inhibiting
proper regeneration of the plantation. Teak is very, very
slow to rot, and the root system will remain in the ground
and occupy that ground space for centuries to come.
Brent Bywater first encountered the unique root
systems of teak while travelling in Java as part of his
wholesale giftware business Buckstone Inc.

Brent Bywater in teak plantation

Rough shaping a harvested root

Affordable luxuries from around the world..

P.O. Box 316
Callander, ON P0H 1H0

705 474-8170
1-877-752-2791
www.buckstone.ca
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“At the time I was still tree planting, I used to be
part owner of Outland Reforestation. When we were
travelling through the back roads of Java I came across
these cross cut root sections that had been pulled out
of the ground and either set aside or used as fencing,”
Bywater said. “In dealing with local families we were
buying antiques and have some regular stick built
chairs made. I said I’m interested in your fence. They
wondered why I wanted that stuff, it was basically
rubbish to them.”
Because Teak roots grow close to the surface, and

The open air drying process

into a living room treasure

intertwine with nearby teak trees, a complex web of
roots renders hundreds of acres of fertile land useless.
To free up the land, one common practice, in the past,
has been to try to burn out the stump, usually using
diesel fuel or gasoline. This method is ineffective and
an unnecessary pollution to both the air and the soil.
The teak roots do not burn very well, they only char
where the burning fuel makes contact. Often, rather

deal of attention to work out the best function the root an important part of the Buckstone mandate. They
ensure their Indonesian partners are remunerated well
can be shaped into.”
Bywater says mother nature does a good part of the above standard wages through profit sharing.
“After all these years, we are not the only people
finishing process. At times it can be very hot which
sucks the humidity out of the wood. The root which has out there doing this. Initially the people we work with
been in the ground for decades is allowed to air dry for wondered what we wanted this garbage for and now
we have competition and it is seen in magazines and
six months to a year.
“We typically try to make a bench or a chair. If the on television,” Bywater said. “When we first started out
connections aren’t strong enough then we default to a the roots were easy to access on the side of roads. Now
coffee table, if that falls apart we have medallion tables the search for roots keeps getting tougher as access has
we have started to make. The easiest one to end up with become an issue. The good thing is there are still lots of
is a table, the most difficult is a seat with a back on it,” roots out there to be had, we just have to work a little
Bywater said. “The start of the process on site is to get harder to get them.”
a chainsaw and do some rough shaping. When you start
that, a portion that you thought would be a seat back can
fall off. We try to
When Greg Bavis bought his
make each piece
first single-grip harvesting
out of one piece
head, it was a Log Max 3000
mounted on a small rubberof wood.”
tired harvester.
“Everything
“It was what we were looking
is brought to a
for at that time doing commerpresentable finish
cial thinnings. We were struggling with the larger diameters.
in the workshop
So, we upgraded to a used
in Bali. Its
5000 and a bigger carrier.
It was a huge improvement
then packaged
handling the bigger stems and
and brought to
hardwoods, but, it was 9 years
Canada where
old and getting tired.”
we do some light
In September 2015, Greg
upgraded his computer and
refinishing and
harvesting head.
touch ups.”
“We thought quite hard about
Bywater
going to the 6000B but were
takes pride in
concerned it would be too big
in the thinnings. In the end,
the lengths
we opted for the newer D
Buckstone
model Log Max 5000. It’s
goes to be
ideal for commercial thinnings
and for final harvesting. We
environmentally
can handle the larger trees
friendly. Their
now that we used to walk by
and our production has gone
w o r k i n g
up. It has bigger feed motors
relationship with
with the aggressive V style
the Indonesian
feed rollers, faster saw and
a heavier frame. It has been
people is based
nothing but positive. The
on a strong sense
guys at Log Max Forestry in
Moncton are great to deal with
of community
and I look forward to working
s u p p o r t .
www.logmax.com
with them in the future.”
Engaging in
Eastern Canada
Western Canada
USA
Thanks Greg. We look forward
Toll Free 1.800.666.4474
Ph. 506.869.2325
Ph. 360.699.7300
ethical practices
to working with you too.
at every stage is

5000D Fits Both Applications

A finished teak root chair

than burning, they simply leave the root in the ground,
abandoning any hope of productive land use.
Bywater had an idea. He envisioned the intricate root
systems as furniture; coffee tables, benches and chairs.
He began inquiring about how to get a quantity of the
roots and eventually proposed a plan to the Indonesian
government.
“I proposed a silviculture program where we would
come with a crew of local farmers whom I paid to dig
the roots out. They would then plant teak saplings at
three metre spacing to fill the holes and then care for
them until free to grow which is about 10 to 15 years.
The farmers would stand tend in exchange for being
permitted to cultivate non-competing crops amongst
the trees.”
Buckstone entered into a partnership with an
Indonesian family called the Rarems.
“We have developed our operation by training Wayan
Rarem and his brothers Made & Nyoman on the process.
This has grown to a group of over 40. We have been
working with Wayan and his family since 1993. In 2003
we bought land and built an 8000 square foot workshop
to continue to facilitate our growth,” Bywater said.
From the plantation they carefully extract the roots
from the soil and do some rough shaping on site. The
bark, soil and rocks which the roots have grown over
and through are removed. No heavy equipment is used
in the process to minimize the impact on the land. The
roots are then transported to the workshop in Bali.
“In Bali we allow the roots to dry naturally in the
open air so the pieces can adjust to being exposed to the
air and sun. Each piece is then sculpted into the shape
of a chair, bench, table, display or an abstract work of
art,” Bywater said. “This process requires tremendous
creativity and flexibility as some pieces need a great
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Social Licence and
BY LISA MARAK

B

Mountain biking on a
Quadra Island woodlot licence

C’s forests are a publicly
owned resource, which
must be managed and
administered in the best interests
of British Columbians. The
provincial government is the
designated caretaker, while
those with forest tenure are the
practitioners and have been
entrusted by the public to manage
and care for their forests.
The origin of BC’s Woodlot
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Licence Program dates back to 1948 when government
amended the Forest Act to allow farmers to obtain small
areas of Crown forest to manage as farm woodlots. This
is seen by many as an early form of social licence; i.e. to
achieve a broader societal objective which, in this case,
was to help support and promote farming.
As the program has grown over time, it has remained
connected to the farming and ranching sector, but has
been expanded to address other social values notably;
As a form of tenure available to local residents to
manage forests in close proximity to their residence or
community;
To encourage the long term, sustainable
management of private forest land by allowing
it to be included in a woodlot licence; and
To provide a source of wood for small milling
and manufacturing operations.
But perhaps most importantly from a social
licence perspective, are the contributions
woodlot licences make on the landscape.
Societal demands on our forests include such
things as clean water, recreation, visual quality,
recreation, cultural heritage, healthy plant
communities, wildlife and timber. By virtue of
being a small, area-based tenure managed by
an individual who lives nearby, licence holders
are closely connected to local interests and
values. A licensee is more sensitive to concerns
as they must interact with their neighbours
and community members on an ongoing basis.
Communication tends to be better and the
individual responsible for managing the forest
and its multiple values is readily accessible.
A good example of where this worked is
Quadra Island, where, in decades past, industrial
operators and BC Timber Sales found it difficult
to operate. Relations between the community
and forest resource operators (including initial
woodlots) were contentious. Today woodlot
licences are able to thrive because the individuals
managing the woodlot licences are connected to
the land and community. Over time, woodlot
licensees have gained community confidence
in their ability to operate sustainably and
responsibly on the landscape. With 11 woodlots
this was no small feat. The heart of sustainable
development is the ability to collaborate with
community stakeholders – residents, tourism
groups, trail committees (10+km of maintained
trails within woodlots), and government. It is
not uncommon for a licencee to modify plans or
systems to accommodate a favorite mushroom
picking site, a mountain bike trail, or an adjacent
landowners viewscape.
The current Woodlot Planning and Practices
Regulations requires a Woodlot Licence Plan
to describe how a licensee will manage an
area to achieve management plan objectives
while taking into account the local operating
conditions. It is an effective vehicle for engaging
society as it involves a call for all those interested
to bring forward their values, including social
values, to be considered and incorporated into
the plan both at the strategic and operational
levels.
The challenge for woodlot licensees is balancing
multiple and competing values and delivering
these values in a way that satisfies all parties.

BC’s Woodlot Licences
Sometimes what is being asked for is not deliverable
and often compromise is needed. Sometimes there are
trade offs that need to be made; keeping in mind that
a key social objective is for a woodlot licence to be
financially viable and help support families.
This can be particularly challenging for woodlot
licences often located in what could be considered
contentious or hard to manage areas, such as being
located in close proximity to settlement areas and
in transportation corridors where the supply of
environmental goods and services are at a premium.
As part of the social licence, woodlot licences provide
socio-economic benefits back to the community through
the creation and development of small communitybased forest businesses by employing people and buying
goods and services. Woodlot licensees are a diverse
group with many interests and as a local business they
tend to invest their money back into the community in
which they live.
Some of the woodlot licences’ in BC have a unique
social licence, as they are managed for timber as well
as for education or recreational purposes such as high
school forestry programs, camps, cross country ski club
and research forests to name a few.
While the small size of a woodlot licence may have
advantages when it comes to social licence, when the
program began it was a relatively unknown forest
tenure. The citizens of BC were unaware of the woodlot

licence and associated the forest industry with large
mills. As the woodlot program grew licensees formed
local associations and eventually the Federation of BC
Woodlot Associations, a provincial organization to
promote small scale forestry and represent the interests
of the more than 860 woodlot licences around the
province today.
For over 60 years,
BC’s Woodlot Licence
program has been meeting
the public’s expectations
regarding the management
of the province’s forest
resources, often in some
of the most challenging
areas to manage. Given
its past successes and
considering societies’ ever
increasing demands on
forests, woodlot licensees
are well positioned to
be a forest tenure of
choice when considering
social licence. After all,
a measure of success for
most woodlot activities is
public acceptance of a job
well done.

Lisa Marak manages her family’s ranch lands and
woodlot licence, some of which is within the City of
Kelowna’s viewscape and Mission Creek watershed.
Lisa is a director of the ShuswapOkanagan Woodlot
Association, secretary of the Federation of BC
Woodlot Associations, and chairs the Federation’s
communications committee.

Digging? Contact Us.
Unplanned excavations can turn up unpleasant surprises, so don’t
take chances. If you’re planning work around TransCanada’s gas pipelines,
contact us in advance. Pipeline locators will clearly mark any potential
hazards. The service is free and can be reached 24 hours a day.
Call 1.800.400.2255 or visit www.clickbeforeyoudig.com
to request a locate.

Charles Bloom Secondary School woodlot’s certified faller Allen
working with student Rylie to fall trees. The Charles Bloom forestry
program is combined with Skills Exploration in Grade 11 and 12.
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Thanks, loggers, it’s been a blast! 30 years and still counting

emo 2016 has just concluded in B.C. and
Judy and I were fortunate to spend time there
representing The Working Forest newspaper.
Rubbing shoulders with the logging community again
got me thinking about what fortunate opportunities we
have had within this wonderful community.
My first 25 years of life were spent in the UK where
my vision of Canada was vast expanses of frozen land
with trees, prairies, mountains, and water.
The Canada pages in our school books had pictures
of log drives, wheat fields and mines. I learnt about the
vast natural wealth of the country, and was proud to
know that Canada was part of the Great British family.
A patriotic and old-fashioned notion, possibly, but a
feeling that never left me on my immigration to Canada
in 1975. It didn’t hurt that notion when I married into
one of the oldest logging families in Northern Ontario.
From 1987 on, I was fortunate to get directly involved
with the forest industry in Ontario. Working against

the powerful Toronto environmental lobby that sought
to shut down the Temagami region from logging,
mining and hydro-electric, I worked alongside forest
industry people - a myriad of entrepreneurs, large and
small, whose livelihoods were based on maintaining
a working forest. A forest that provides employment
and enjoyment as our first publication proclaimed. In
2 years, I learnt about the dedication and commitment
of everyone from front line logger to CEO. And still

to visit thousands of bush operators, in their homes,
their workshops and at their bush operations. Everyone
we meet welcomed us and included us as part of the
logging community.
Last month, as we stood in line for two hours waiting
in the hot sun for buses to take us to the Demo site,
we overheard one logger say to another, “well look
on the bright side, it could have been p---ing down!”
And despite everything that has been poured down on

ONTARIO LUMBER MANUFACTURERS AGENCY

MAINTAIN
PRODUCT EFFICIENCY
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SUPERVISION
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GET STARTED TODAY
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Phil Hearn (R) with (L-R) Andreas Scheurl, Liebherr-Germany and
Alain Lamoureux, Liebherr-Canada at Demo 2016 near Maple Ridge B.C.

find it incredulous that some people are so radically
opposed to what they do.
From 1990, I was incredibly fortunate again to
work for E. B. Eddy Forest Products, later Domtar. I
remember walking on the vibrating ground close to the
paper machine buildings in Espanola thinking, “this is
it, this is Canada and I am part of it!”
In 2000, I had the opportunity to join Judy in the
publishing world and help her grow The Working Forest
newspaper. Again, we had the wonderful experience

the forest sector in North America over the past 30
years, that ‘Get’er done’ attitude will keep the logging
community focussed on keeping our standard of living
high by providing quality products while taking care of
the forest for those future generations of forest workers.
I have been priviledged, very lucky and humbled
to be involved with the most competent, trustworthy,
honourable and fun-loving working community in the
world. Thanks, everyone

Buyer of Logs, Pulp and Standing Timber

EACOM is now purchasing Spruce, Pine and
Fir logs for its Nairn Centre Operations.

FORESTRY CONTRACTOR

We offer competitive pricing for deliveries to
our Nairn Centre Sawmill or to acceptable
storage yards.
Nous sommes heureux de travailler avec
vous en français.

CONTACT MARCEL VEILLETTE
Tel: 705-869-4020 ext. 204
Cell: 705-690-6427
Fax: 705-869-2966
Email: marcel.veillette@eacom.ca

RR1 Holland Centre, Ontario N0H 1R0
Rob Beirnes
Forestry Operations Manager

moggievalley@gmail.com

519-794-0018 Fx: 519-794-0019

WANTED TO BUY

• White Pine Sawlogs
• Softwood Pulp
Phone (613) 735-0796 Cell (613) 639-4100
bgjones@nrtco.net
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BOOK NOW

Loretta Causey
Sales and Marketing
Call Loretta. She can help you focus
your message on this tough market.

Education and Careers
Guide

Space deadline
October 28

Predictions 2017 &
Lumber Special

Space deadline
December 9

Call Loretta at 877-869-0588

Canada Wide Distribution

newspaper

BAG Supplies Canada Ltd.

Gro-Bark (Ontario) Ltd.

-

Vented Barrow Bags

Bark Mulch
Bark Compost
Hog Fuel
Grinding/Screening

Mosquito Vented Bags
Cubic Firewood Nets
Net Firewood Bags
Bag Loading Trays
Tote Bags
Vented Bulk Bags

BAG Supplies Canada Ltd.

Waterloo 519-885-3411 www.gro-bark.com

info@bagsupplies.ca
info@bagsupplies.ca
Vented Barrow Bags

Tel: 1
271
5393
Tel:
1 519
519
271Bags
5393
Mosquito
Vented

Bancroft ● Burk’s falls ● kenaBeek ● Milton

www.bagsupplies.ca
www.bagsupplies.com

Fax:
1 519271
2715395
5395
Fax:
1 519

Ask about promoting
your upcoming
event in our
new 2017 Calendar

Cubic Firewood Nets

COMSATEC INC.
Energy Management

Electricity & Natural Gas
Customer Satisfaction SINCE 1991

PEAKS IN ENERGY USAGE AT YOUR SITE
A ﬁnancial impact that we can help control

Flat bed services
634 Jolin Street
PO Box 38
Hearst, ON

705-752-4342
61 High St. N. Callander, ON P0H 1H0

www.comsatec.com

888-900-1658
(705)372-6111
Fx: (705)372-6110

P0L 1N0

TRUCKING

NURSERIES

POWDER COATING

SIGNS

Your Future Forests are in the
Palms of Our Hands

•Specializing in Containerized Tree Seedlings
•Multi-Year Transplanted Seedlings Available
R.R. #1 Murillo, ON P0T 2G0 Tel. (807) 935-2626
Fax (807) 935-2190 hillsgrh@tbaytel.net

LUMBER PRODUCTS
Manufacturier de
bois de sciage
Lumber Manufacturer
Tel.: (705) 753-2220
Fax.: (705) 753-4588
Sturgeon Falls, ON

goul a r d l u m b e r @ g o u l a r d l u m b e r. c a

TRUCKS-NORTHEAST
LEWIS MOTOR SALES
(NORTH BAY) INC.
Sales Parts Service Leasing

1-800-461-1631
F 705 472 2741
19 HEWITT DR, BOX 1257
NORTH BAY, ON P1B 8K5

FORESTRY SUPPLIES

LUMBER PRODUCTS

TRUCKS - NORTHEAST

CAMBRIAN TRUCK CENTRE
Corner of Hwy 17 @ Hwy 69 Bypass

Sudbury

For all of your strapping needs
Steel, Plastic and Tool Repair

White & Red Pine Specialty Products
• Core Boxes
• Mining Timbers
• Hardwoods

877-536-6584

116 Shaver St.
Brantford, ON
N3T 5M1

519-754-5432
Fx: 519-759-3830

www.jemline.com

• Knotty Pine
Paneling
• Cedar Products

1-800-757-4797 Box 300 - Emo - Ontario - P0W 1E0

sales@jemline.com

WWW.CAMBRIANTRUCKS.COM

We’re buying
KD & Green Hardwood Lumber
Tamarack and Aspen Lumber
Philippe LeBlanc
Quebec City , PQ

ONLY $599 + GST

$599

LUMBER PRODUCTS

Lumber Resources Inc.

BOOK THIS SPACE
FOR A YEAR

Advertise for a year for under

(866) 242-4026

www.manitouforest.com

CONSTRUCTION

ADVERTISING

(705) 560-8661

Parts & Serivce MONDAY TO FRIDAY 7am to midnight

(418) 624-0038
Cell: (418) 953-3761

pleblanc@rlumber.ca
www.rlumber.ca

Call Loretta 1-877-869-0588
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this is
what we’re
cut out for.
You’ve got a job to do and Husqvarna has the chainsaws
to get it done. State-of-the-art ergonomics, rugged
construction and innovative features, backed by
industry-leading warranties – that’s how we do it.
To get it done, get a Husqvarna.

slim design
rapid acceleration
RevBoost™ delivers higher chain
speeds for best limbing performance.

Makes the chainsaw easy
and convenient to handle
in any situation.

powerful engines
The X-Torq® engine powers through tough
cuts with lower fuel consumption and
reduced exhaust emission levels.

magnesium crankcase
Withstands high RPMs and tough
professional use, ensuring a
long service life.

562 Xp®
STaRTing aT

$949.99
MSRP

For chainsaw sales and service, head to your local Husqvarna dealer.
Features shown not available on all models.

husqvarna.ca

