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Softwood lumber expiry; what comes next?
New report urges producers to
intensify efforts to build new markets

supply is decreasing and poses less of a market threat to can’t occur for a year. Plus, the U.S. is in the midst of
U.S. producers,” Christensen writes. “Prices have been an election cycle, so an SLA is low priority for them.”
high enough that, until very recently, we were operating In China, Christensen says Canada “Canada should
BY ROBIN BRUNET
outside of the agreement; with more housing starts in the capitalize on the opportunity to export both knowledge
U.S., our southern neighbour needs to
hile the expiry of the
import our softwood lumber.”
Canada/U.S. Softwood
Continued on page 21
Christensen suggests that despite an
Lumber Agreement (SLA)
SLA clause stipulating
heralds punishing tariffs from a country
that for one year following
that buys two-thirds of our softwood
the agreement’s expiry
exports, some experts believe growing
neither country can
opportunities in Korea, Vietnam,
launch litigation against
and other Asian countries could
t h e o t h e r, f i n a n c i a l
compensate.
repercussions could
Naomi Christensen, author of
take effect immediately;
Branching Out: Preparing for Life
therefore, “Canada must
Without a Softwood Lumber Agreement Naomi Christensen
take action to mitigate
from the Canada West Foundation,
this threat that goes
urges producers to intensify their
beyond seeking another
efforts to build markets in Asia as they did in China.
SLA, especially since the U.S. has no
The policy analyst believes producers could even
incentive to agree to one.”
increase their market in Mexico, which imports much
Christensen told The Working Forest
of its lumber from the U.S.
Newspaper that total reliance on the U.S.
In addition, Christensen says much can be done to
market would be a recipe for disaster, and
improve value in trade with the U.S., such as enhancing
that “We should act now, because technically
the federal EMO program to utilize to build the
got a bit of breathing room in that litigation
Canadian brand; and continuing bi-national cooperation
INSIDE
to increase softwood lumber demand.
The future is now
70 years of research
Forestry in eastern Quebec
The feasibility of these initiatives are supported by the
Husqvarna unveils battery powered,
Great Lakes Forestry Centre marks a
Modernization the key to
argument that much has changed over the nine years
bluetooth connected line of tools
major milestone
competitiveness
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that the latest SLA has been in place. “Canadian timber
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Federal forestry platforms short on details
Industry says exchange of ideas with
government is needed
BY ROBIN BRUNET

T

he political parties vying to form the next federal
government may disagree on a host of issues,
but they agree that Canada’s forest industry
needs tender loving care.
And if campaign promises are to be believed,
substantial taxpayer dollars will be invested to make
us compete effectively on the world stage.
Forestry has been a largely neglected campaign trail
topic save for NDP leader Thomas Mulcair bringing it
to the forefront on September 25 at a forestry college
in Sainte-Catherine-de-la-Jacques-Cartier near Quebec
City.
There, he vowed to spend $105 million on various
programs: “We will make a series of crucial investments
over three years to protect and create forestry jobs right
across this great country of ours and secure a long-term
future for our communities.”
Mulcair added that the money would go toward
modernizing manufacturing and promoting forestry
products overseas. He also promised to invest in
research on alternatives to petroleum products, with the
aim of reducing forestry-generated greenhouse gases.
Mulcair went on to remark, “We will help our forestry
sector diversify and create as many as 2,500 jobs.
By increasing federal commitments and leveraging
private-sector investment, we will facilitate incredible
technological advances as the industry continues to
change.”
As bold as Mulcair’s statements may be, they failed
to inspire reaction from his political opponents.
However, Liberal leader Justin Trudeau’s position
on forestry was revealed in April of last year, when
he told 800 businesspeople at a Vancouver Board
of Trade luncheon that while BC deserves credit for
building fruitful partnerships between business and

first nations, Ottawa’s role is to create a framework forestry in any great depth on the campaign trail, and
that helps Canadians grow the economy and protect this encouraged Mulcair on September 25 to criticize
him for not having made “forestry or manufacturing
the environment.
“It’s not the government’s role to put its thumb on the of related products a priority at home or in developing
scale of any part of a project in favour of the proponent trade strategies.”
As far as forestry representatives are concerned,
or the opponent,” he said. “If it does, as Mr. Harper’s
government’s done too often, it compromises the what really needs to take place is an exchange of ideas
between the candidates and industry associations. The
integrity of the process.”
Trudeau reiterated an argument that communities Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC) has
should have more say when it comes to resource invited the candidates to learn more about its goals,
development. “What industry needs is a sense of what which include attracting at least 60,000 new recruits to
our rules of the game and rules of engagement are. As the industry (in part by fast-tracking the immigration
industry gets approved temporarily by governments that approval process for specific in-demand jobs where
haven’t done the work required of them by Canadians, needs are acute).
So far, none of the candidates have responded.
they end up getting tangled up in litigation before the
courts, which does a lot more to slow down the pace Meanwhile, the Ontario Forest Industries Association
asked the candidates on September 9 if they are
of development.”
Trudeau’s comments became slightly more substantive committed to supporting the transformation of Ontario
in August of this year, when at Laurentian University and Quebec’s forest products sector.
in Sudbury he said he would invest $200 million to Specifically, the OFIA wants the next federal
help resource industries, including forestry. “A lot of government to “promote and defend Ontario and
it is going to be working with research institutes like Quebec’s world class forest management regime and
Laurentian University,” he remarked. “The federal practices at the national and international level” and
“commit to growing existing and emerging markets for
government needs to be a much better partner.”
However, the Liberal party has also vowed to introduce Canada’s forest products.”
an environmental review process with more “teeth” The OFIA added, “Commitment to these priorities
and increase Canada’s protected marine and coastal will be measured carefully by the Ontario and Quebec
areas to five per cent by 2017 and 10 per cent by 2020 communities that depend on a healthy forest sector for
– initiatives that would presumably impede industrial their economic well-being.”
It requested a response on or before September 30, but
growth.
So too would the NDP’s promise to create a cap-and- as of this writing none of the parties have acknowledged
trade system with a market price on carbon emissions the association’s concerns.
and redirect $1 billion a year from fossil fuel subsidies
to clean energy investment;
ditto the Green Party’s vow Lumber Market Report (From: Random Lengths updated October 9, 2015)
to introduce carbon pricing
Oct. 9 Oct. 2 Oct. 2014
through a fee-and-dividend
250
240
352
system to reduce fossil
KD Western S-P-F #2&Btr 2x4 R/L Mill Price
346
343
452
fuel use.
KD Eastern S-P-F #1&2 2x4 R/L - Great Lakes
Prime minister Stephen Northern Central 7/16-inch OSB
232
225
222
Harper has not discussed
All prices in US funds. Prices based on 1000 board feet
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It seems now that the Softwood Lumber
Agreement (SLA) has expired, (as of October
12th) ofﬁcials in Canada and the United States are ﬁnally ready to start
talking about it. So far the talk isn’t good.
A recent CBC News article paints a picture of the two sides blaming each
other for the failure to begin negotiations. In the article a B.C. government
ofﬁcial says that the Americans ignored Canada’s repeated offers to
renew or renegotiate. Meanwhile, the U.S. Lumber coalition says it is the
Canadians who are unwilling to talk. The B.C. ofﬁcial also went on to say
that it appeared that “the Americans were focused on other trade deals,
including the recent Trans-Paciﬁc Partnership.” Oh, boy.
Love it or hate it, the one thing the softwood lumber agreement provided
was certainty. At this point we are far from any certainty of what the future
holds. A U.S. coalition statement recently said ““If Canada continues to
stay away from the negotiating table, the United States industry will have
no choice but to use our rights under U.S. trade laws to offset the unfair
advantages provided to Canadian industry.”
In the ﬁve years before the 2006 agreement was reached Canadian
paid $4 billion in duties on softwood exports to the U.S. Given the current
state of affairs can the Canadian industry withstand another ﬁve years of
that kind of negotiating? There would undoubtedly be casualties.
There is of course a way forward without the SLA (See the cover story
in this issue) which would involve the growth of other global markets to
reduce dependency on the U.S. That is an avenue worth pursuing with or
without a trade agreement with America. These things take time however
and in the interim it could get very bumpy for our industry.
The time has come for tough negotiation on this issue; the time actually
came quite a while ago. Canadian industry can neither afford to sit in
limbo while policy makers play childish blame games or get raked over
the coals by unfair and hypocritical U.S. tariffs. Hopefully the next federal
government, whichever it may be (by the time you read this we will know)
with stand up for Canadian industry.
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EDITORIAL

Letters to the editor
Re: Trans Paciﬁc Partnership
This deal really makes me shake my head. We ran
a very succesful lumber business for over twenty-ﬁve
years. We catered to the now almost non existant
furniture manufacturing trade. We purchased most
of our lumber from family businesses in Ontario
and Quebec, trucked it to market using mostly
independant truckers and sold it to mostly family run
furniture manufacturers. Because of the previous
global trade deals our customer base erroded to
the point that we ﬁnally were forced to close down.
In 2005 I had a conversation with a Chinese
purchasing agent. He said teach me about the timber

Forestry issues on the campaign trail

business in Canada. I said no, I may just as well give
you my business. He said don’t worry there will be
lots of trucking and warehouse jobs…….he wasn’t
wrong. What kind of a country are we leaving our
children and grandchildren? - Paul Ulrick

Re: Softwood Lumber Agreement expiry
The government may be working closely with the
sawmills but they sure as hell are not working closely
with the log suppliers. We did not see a red penny,
perhaps now it should be called a red nickel of the
$4 billion dollars returned to the sawmill industry,
with the bulk ($2.4 billion) going to BC sawmill
companies. I do not see any of this money being

re-invested in growing better trees, however I do see
the big companies investing fairly heavily in buying
US sawmills. Perhaps there should be a requirement
that any money returned to the companies should
have to be invested into growing more and better
timber. There also needs to be a division of the
windfall money in a equitable split with log providers.
The price that the sawmills pays us for logs is based
on the assumption of no return of the tariff, so why
does the government not insist that a portion be
dispersed to the log suppliers? The government
feels that they need to control the export of private
land logs and small scale forestry, so they have an
obligation to also ensure we receive a fair price for
our wood. - George Delisle

NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER
editor@workingforest.com

877-869-0588

Working Forest newspaper

@Workingforest
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This time of year brings
the
most
brilliant
colors to our forests
and through the sounds
of the last leaves
clinging on it taunts
us to come and see the
show. Our grand and
majestic forests spark
conversations around
the globe. Recently I
was in Belgium to learn
of some new products
Husqvarna is launching
and was asked by some
of the worldly travelers
also attending what
it is like to see fall in
northern Ontario.
I

THE WORKING FOREST - PAGE 4 - Fall #1 - 2015

David St. Martin
try my best to explain it
however it is something
you need to experience
in person; the smells,

the sounds of the leaves
under your feet and the
sun shining through
what was once a thick
canopy. As I am sure we
can all agree – Driving
down an old logging
road with the windows
down and breathing in
the crisp fall air is one
of the best solutions
for the everyday hustle
and stresses life may
bring. Our forests give
us great things in many
ways! Now it is time
for some hard frozen
ground.

Lacey Rose

I

love forests.
As a child
growing up in
an isolated, northern
mining town, I
spent a lot of time
in the woods. Berry
picking, ski-dooing,
fishing, mosquitoswatting: it was
home. Ironically,
I had no concept
of what forest
management was,
and my initial perceptions were formed entirely by
media. Popular media taught me that cutting trees was
bad and forests should be protected. A tree-hugger was
born.
Luckily, life led me to people who encouraged me
to ask questions and to not always believe what you
read or hear. I took the time to learn more about forest
management, and through my completion of a Bachelor
of Science in Forestry at UNB, became intrigued and
impressed by the complexity and problem-solving
nature of working in the field. And one of the first
things I figured out was – trees grow back! Imagine if
we could get that message to everyone in Canada. We
are legally and professionally required to ensure that
managed forests successfully regenerate. Most often,
we couldn’t stop them if we tried because forestry
doesn’t equal deforestation. Some tree species need a
little help to grow, and that’s part of our job as forestry
professionals.
In my current position as Forester for the County of
Renfrew, I am constantly encouraged by the dedication
of the family-run businesses in this area, the operators
in the woods, and all others in the tight-knit forestry
community in central Ontario. All of these people
truly care about the well-being of our forests, and

every action they take is with the intention of making
sure their children (and children’s children) have the
opportunity to make a living from the forest. I feel
lucky in my job to be able to talk the public about the
great work that is done in our forests, and show it off
whenever I get the chance. The best way to change
someone’s mind about forestry is to allow them to see
it with their own eyes.
I still believe that forests
should be protected, and
I am definitely still a treehugger. The difference is, I
no longer equate “protect”
with “don’t touch”. To
me, protecting our forests
means we manage them
sustainably and encourage
a vibrant forest industry so
that land does not become
more valuable as a solar
farm, sub-division or corn
field. We can recreate
in the woods, provide
habitat for all of nature’s
wonders, and have
a roof over our heads:
today, tomorrow and
always. This is because
of the intensive amount
of science, research,
planning and care that
goes into ensuring that
there will always be
diverse, healthy forests
that can provide for all
forest values. Sustainable
forest management is a
really good example of
being able to have your
cake and eat it too.
I plan on spending the
rest of my career working
in the forest, and I feel

good about telling kids on the verge of choosing their
career path that there’s something in the forest industry
for them too. We manage our forests to the highest
standards in the world, and I’m proud to be a small part
of that. That’s why I stand up for forestry.
Lacey Rose, RPF

OFIA welcomes new members
Lecours Lumber Co. Ltd
Ben Hokum & Son Limited

Like the Ontario Forest Industries Association on
Facebook and follow us on Twitter @OFIA_info

When we use Ontario-made forest products
www.oﬁa.com
WE ALL WIN
THE WORKING FOREST - PAGE 5 - Fall #1 - 2015

Step outside the box at FPInnovates
FPInnovates: Innovation and
Technology Conference to be held
November 25-26 in Montreal
BY FPIn no va tion s

T

his year, FPInnovations is excited to bring
a different kind of event to an industry in
transformation. FPInnovates, a new Innovation
and Technology Conference, makes its debut in
Montréal, Québec, November 25-26. Open to all,
including members and non-members, the conference
takes place at the Hyatt Regency hotel in the city’s
downtown core.
As a recognized innovation leader in forestry research,

we conceived this event to inform, inspire and change
the way we think about innovation and collaboration in
the sector. The conference offers a forum where business
leaders, researchers, government representatives,
academics and students can step outside the box to
come together and build a common understanding of
innovation and its impact on collaboration.
FPInnovates’ diverse program offers insights on the
process of innovation and how your company can do it
better. Take away a fresh perspective on innovation in
its many forms and fire up that creative spark!
The full-day of sessions on November 25, and half-day
on November 26, feature a range of Case Studies, as
well as Poster Sessions. Here’s a look at some program
highlights:
What Do World Class Innovators Do That Others Don’t

Achieving Efficiencies for the
Ontario Forest Industry:
Roads and Transportation Solutions
A one day workshop to learn and share best practices,
new technologies and innovations.
The management for forest roads and transportation can present
significant challenges in achieving efficiencies.
This full day workshop will provide information on the latest technologies
and solutions to implement in your operations. This workshop will:
• Be targeted to forest operations and government managers,
planners and contractors.
• Present best practices, tools and solutions developed for the
Ontario forest industry.
• Provide information on FPInnovations’ FPDat, FPDat Grader and
FPDat Transport on-board computer solutions.
• Create an opportunity for attendees to interact and share best
practices and solutions with others in industry and government.
Timmins, Ramada Inn Tuesday October 27, 2015
Thunder Bay, Airlane Hotel Thursday October 29, 2015
$ 60 Members of FPInnovations, $ 120 Non-members
Agenda and Registration Information:

For further information about this workshop, please contact:
Dean Caron Industry Advisor - Member Relations East, Forest Operations

dean.caron@fpinnovations.ca 807-548-3098
www.fpinnovations.ca
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Do? Jim Carroll, futurist, trends and innovation expert
will set the stage with this keynote address:
World class innovators aren’t afraid to back away from
big ideas: they know that right now it’s a great time to
made bold decisions, and take decisive advantage to
forge aggressive new paths against their competitors!
World class innovators possess a relentless focus on
growth; continually transition their revenue source; and
solve customers’ problems – before the customer knows
it’s a problem. They focus on upside down innovation by
sourcing innovation ideas through their customers. They
concentrate on ingesting fast ideas; check their speed
and focus on corporate agility; and focus on long term
wins through constant incremental improvements. They
know that skills partnerships are a key success factor.
The Missing Link: Connecting the Innovation and
Financial ecosystems - Wils Theagene, Co-Founder
and Managing Partner at Smart Cleantech Partners, a
leading investment banking advisory group, will give
a presentation that will help participants to learn how
to finance innovation.
The vast majority of manufacturing industries are
undergoing profound changes. These industries are
usually not fully equipped or experienced to quickly
identify, acquire and implement the many available
innovations. Innovation is at the very core of the
transformation of industries and the success of various
technology innovation programs rests on the ability to
pay for such programs. There are very few investors who
are ready to finance the pre-marketing stage (a.k.a. the
Death Valley Curve). Wils Theagene will discuss the
many financial and strategic investors, such as venture
capital firms, financial angels and large corporations that
seek attractive opportunities to invest in innovations and
start-up companies.
International Perspectives: A Review of the
Scandinavian Innovation Model, by Lars Sandberg,
Entrepreneur in Residence, FPInnovations:
What are the thoughts in the Nordic countries on speed
to market, open innovation, customer involvement
and forward integration? The hard focus on improving
existing products within timber, pulp and paper has
been broadened to open up for new products within
energy, bio-refinery and alternative use of fibers. Lars
will discuss the developments in Scandinavia, not only
in terms of what to address, but also how to go ahead
with innovation. Reading the Research and innovation
Agenda in detail and understanding the process behind it
gives insights to how the Scandinavians hope to develop
their industry, the challenges and opportunities they see
and where they hope to be 10 years from now.
Stepping outside the box: the partnering of the oil and
forest industries will highlight how the forestry and oil
and gas sectors are furthering innovative collaboration.
The next big thing: Future innovations for a thriving
industry will feature a panel discussion with senior
business leaders led by Pierre Lapointe, President and
CEO, FPInnovations.
Trevor Stuthridge, Executive Vice President,
FPInnovations will provide insights on the Impact of
FPInnovations’ strategic action plan.
Register now! Sign up before October 21 to save with
the early-bird rate.
To register and for the complete details:
http://fpinnovates.com/

Highlights from 70 years of federal forest research
established in 1945 in response to a massive outbreak
of spruce budworm. A joint research agreement had
the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests build and
maintain the laboratory while the federal government
provided staff and equipment. Forest insects were
BY NATURAL RESO URCESS CANADA
a major focus of research for the first two decades;
he year 2015 marks 70 years of federal forest this focus later expanded to include areas such as
research in Sault Ste. Marie. Today the Great silviculture, fire, impacts of forestry practices on
Lakes Forestry Centre (GLFC) is the largest of ecosystems and climate change.
five Natural Resources Canada-Canadian Forest Service In 1950, the national Laboratory for Insect Pathology
research centres across the country. The origins of was opened at the site of what is now GLFC. The
GLFC date back to a forest insect laboratory that was idea was to establish a research institute to study
possible biological control methods as an alternative
to the chemical agents
being used at the time.
Scientists from around
the world were brought
in to start research in
the developing area of
insect biocontrol.
One of the early
successes was the use
of a virus against the
spruce sawﬂy: the first
time a virus was used
to control an insect pest
in forestry. A great deal
of pioneering work
to better understand
viruses was carried out.
Some observations by
Dr. Gerard Wyatt, a
Dr. Bergold, one of the early scientists, at CFS’s ﬁrst centrifuge
scientist recruited from
Cambridge University

Great Lakes Forestry Centre in
Sault Ste. Marie, ON is the largest
research centre in Canada

T
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(UK), were even cited by Watson and Crick (in their
1953 article in Nature) to support their proposed double
helix structure of DNA, a discovery that is recognized
as a milestone in scientific history.
In 1983, the first virus product was registered in Canada
as a biological control agent. The product, Lecontvirus,
was shown to be highly effective against redheaded
pine sawﬂy and to be both safe and economical. Other
successful virus products were later developed to control
Douglas-fir tussock moth, gypsy moth and balsam fir
sawﬂy. Since the 1990s, researchers have investigated
the use of biotechnological techniques to make naturally
occurring insect viruses more toxic and selective in their
attack on insects.
Important pioneering work on the development of the
bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) as a biopesticide
was also carried out in the early years at these
laboratories. Scientists developed an understanding
of the fundamentals of infection and mode of action
of Bt. Their research led to the first experimental
aerial applications of Bt against spruce budworm in
1960. Currently Bt is the most widely used biological
insecticide in the world and its success in forestry
and its environmental safety led to worldwide use in
agricultural and other markets.
What began as surveys to assess the impact of a 1936
European spruce sawﬂy outbreak in eastern Canada
expanded to include other forest insects and diseases and
became the Forest Insect and Disease Survey (FIDS)
Unit in 1962. FIDS rangers typically spent their field
season working in the forest and living in bush camps
and then preparing detailed reports on pest conditions
Continued on page 20

THE NEW FOREST
PRODUCTS INDUSTRY:

smart, green & hiring
Join TheGreenestWorkforce.ca

Join the new forest
products industry.
/thegreenestworkforce
/greenestworkforce
@greenestwork

Charlton+Company Design Group
Job#: 2K15014B
Condo: FPAC · GWF
Publication: Working Forest

Due date: 02-04-15

Exploring links between natural capital and productivity
B Y MICHEL LE BR O W NLEE,
S USTAINBLE PROSPERI TY

S

ustainable Prosperity, in partnership with the
Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC)
and others, recently launched a research project
to explore links between productivity and natural
capital. You can learn more about the project here.
This 2-year research project looks at how our
environmental and economic successes are linked – and
aims to ultimately shed light on how we can optimize
our practices and develop good policies. The project’s
rationale goes something like this: we care about the

environment, we care about our economic prosperity,
and the two are highly linked, as the graphic below
shows.
To explore this further, we’re looking at the forest
products sector as a case study . Canada’s forests are a
form of natural capital that provides a flow of value to
humans through the timber and other natural resources
we extract from them. They also provide ecosystem
services – this includes sustaining a habitat for
biodiversity, storing carbon, preserving soils, purifying
the air, moderating climate and providing a place for
recreation and of spiritual importance.
Simply put, the value of a forest is much more than the

market value of the timber in it.
So why explore the forest products sector?
Well, there are a few reasons.
•
The forest products sector is of great economic
importance to Canada — in 2014, forestry’s contribution
to GDP was almost $22.7 billion;
•
The forest products sector has seen significant
change recently, particularly during the 2008-09
economic downturn, which offers the potential for
interesting analysis and policy relevant findings,
•
Related to this change in the sector, new
innovations in products and processes are developing –
this presents an opportunity to continue our analysis in
the future in order to track these changes even further;
and
•
The environmental track record of the forestry
sector has shown marked improvement recently which
will make for particularly interesting analysis.
At the same time, the sector has seen its environmental
performance improve, particularly in the growing share
of certified forests found in Canada and improvements
in environmental footprint.
We hope that by looking at the broad question of how
natural capital and productivity are linked, through
the specific lens of the forest products sector, we’ll
shed some light on how our economic activity relies
on the flow of goods and services provided by natural
capital stocks, and on how pollution and other impacts

DAVIDSON de LAPLANTE
INSURANCE GROUP

1-800-461-7860
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www.davidsondelaplante.com

Claude Gravel
claudeg@davidsondelaplante.com

Bonnie Gaudreau
bonnieg@davidsondelaplante.com

of economic activity may depreciate the value of these
stocks.
There are challenging questions related to this research
area, such as:
•
How do we measure and assess natural capital’s
role in our economic productivity?
•
How is our natural capital’s potential to provide
value influenced by our current economic activity?
•
What might we do better, in order to improve
both our economic and environmental performance?
While we aim to produce an environmentally-adjusted
measure of productivity for the forest products sector,
we’re also hoping to raise the profile of these important
questions in order to encourage further discussion and
research.
The unique partnership behind this research project –
where academics, government, research institutes and
private industry all come together and contribute what
they can, be it funding, data, or analytical capacity –
equips us well to move this research area forward.
Beyond forestry, we hope that our exploration of the
forest products sector as a case study will provide some
insights that are relevant for other resource sectors as
well.
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Keeping the forest industry competitive and world class
BY RICK JEFFERY
P reside nt & CEO, Coas t For es t Pr oduc t s As s oc i a t i o n

O

ctober 2015 will go down in the books as one of the
most pivotal times for Canada’s forest industry. Just
this week, the landmark Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) was signed with eleven nations in the Asia-Pacific
further solidifying Canada’s reputation as a leading nation
in shaping international trade agreements. As well, the
Softwood Lumber Agreement that guides our trade relations
with our American partners will expire later this month.
And, finally, in only a few days, Canadians will be going
to the polls to decide who will govern our country for the
next three years. We believe that the new government will
need to focus on key areas to ensure the success of the
forest industry as we adapt and take advantage of this new
trade landscape.
Canada’s forest sector contributes almost $20 billion to
the national gross domestic product (GDP) and directly
employs 216,500 people nationwide. On the Coast of British
Columbia, $6 billion is created in revenue from forestry
with the sector supporting the livelihoods of 38,000 people
living in communities throughout B.C. Clearly, there’s so
much riding on a healthy and competitive forest industry.
Several key factors must be addressed on a federal level to
ensure that this continues.

First, with the rapid shifts in global markets as well
as the monumental changes that regulate how nations
conduct trade, coastal forestry in B.C. must maintain a
strong partnership with Ottawa to develop, expand and
access overseas markets. We are an export-dependent
industry. Almost six per cent of all Canadian exports are
from our sector. And, in B.C., alone, $6.3 billion per year
in forest products, including value-added wood products
and pulp and paper, are exported. The Expanding Market
Opportunities Program, a program of Natural Resources
Canada (NRCan), and the opportunity to collaborate with
the federal government in shaping the development of
international trade agreements, like the TPP, are key to
continuing to move our industry forward.
Second, a successful forest industry must constantly
improve and innovate to ensure that it remains responsive
to changing market trends. In partnership with the federal
government, B.C.’s coast forest industry has benefitted
greatly from technical knowledge and advancements.
Resulting programs such as FPInnovations’ Hem-Fir
Initiative have yielded marked improvements in products
and processes. Federal investments such as the $20.6 million
announced this year to FPInnovations as well as the ongoing
strategic investment in the Canada Wood Council, NRCan
and universities are all critical and must continue in order

for the industry to remain competitive in global markets.
Finally, we need continued collaboration on national
issues that affect forestry in British Columbia. On the
Coast, this includes our work with the federal government
on the Species at Risk Act (SARA) where we uphold our
values and commitment as a world-class jurisdiction for
sustainable forest management while remaining a viable and
competitive industry. Another example where direct federal
involvement is vital is our continued work with our First
Nations partners in determining how we conduct business
following the Supreme Court of Canada’s 2014 Tsilhqot’in
Decision. Industry requires more certainty in terms of
access to the land base while ensuring that our First Nations
partners have the increased participation in the industry that
they need to benefit from economic development.
Canadian forestry is undergoing transformation. As such, it
must successfully redefine how it trades, works and competes
with other nations. Coastal B.C. forestry requires federal
involvement and investments in markets, innovation and
issues that affect our region. We need a strong partnership
with the federal government that is rooted in flexibility and
adaptability to weather the dynamics our industry now faces
on a regular basis. Beginning October 20th, Coast Forest
Products Association looks forward to navigating our next
steps forward with our partners in Ottawa.

A sustainable Boreal Forest is our business
24 hour Parts & Mechanical Service
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General Contracting

705-693-5380 | Fax: 705-693-5327
Falconbridge, Ontario
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Custom Sawmilling & Logging

Serving the Mining Industry for over 20 years

gervaisforest@bellnet.ca

987 Great Northern Road
Sault Ste Marie, ON P6A 5K7

634 Jolin Street
PO Box 38
Hearst, ON
P0L 1N0

888-900-1658

(705)372-6111
Fx: (705)372-6110

Perry Muncaster
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www.tmstruck.com

Ph: (705) 759-8280
Fx: (705) 759-8343
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Tree PlanTing?

FUNDING SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE

EACOM TIMBER CORPORATION | NAIRN CENTRE
WANTED | HARVESTING CONTRACTORS
EACOM Timber Corporation, Nairn Woodlands is looking for contractors for road
construction, felling, skidding, delimbing, processing, forwarding and slashing
for supplying logs to the Nairn Centre saw mill and associated customers.
EACOM Timber Corporation is a major Eastern Canadian wood products
company formed in 2008. In 2010, EACOM acquired Domtar Forest Products

If you are planting trees on your property
you may be eligible for funding assistance.
Planting trees on your property helps
fight climate change, increases wild life
habitat and water conservation.
Forests Ontario is working with its tree
planting partners across the province
to deliver the Ontario government’s
50 Million Tree Program.

Division. EACOM operations include the manufacturing, marketing and

If you have at least
2.5 acres of productive
land, you could qualify.
Call or visit us at:

Forests Ontario
416.646.1193
www.forestsontario.ca/50mtp

distribution of lumber and wood-based value-added products, and the
management of forest resources. EACOM currently owns seven sawmills (5
in Ontario, 2 in Quebec), a remanufacturing facility (Quebec) and a partnership
operation in an engineered I joist plant (Ontario) for a total of 800 employees.
If you are interested in year round work for your equipment with EACOM,
please contact Marcel Veillette at 705.690.6427 (marcel.veillette@eacom.ca)
or Marc Trottier at 705.562.9990 (marc.trottier@eacom.ca).

Visit www.eacom.ca for more information.
Paid for, in part, by the Government of Ontario

Nous sommes heureux de travailler avec vous en français.
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World record tree plant official
Guinness World Record set by the
Sustainable Forestry Initiative
and partners
BY THE WORKING FO REST STAFF

T

he Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc. (SFI)
and its partners across North America set a new
Guinness World Records title, planting 202,935
trees in one hour. SFI partnered with 29 teams of 25-100
people each to plant trees in locations from New York
City to Vancouver Island, British
Columbia.
The record attempt took place
on May 20th of this year, yet
it took until September before
SFI got the official word from
Guinness World Records that
they had indeed set the record.
“As SFI celebrates its 20th
anniversary, I can’t think of a
more exciting way to recognize
and reinforce our commitment to
healthy forests and sustainable
communities, and to reaffirm
that the actions we take today can
have a significant and material
impact on the future of our
forests,” said Kathy Abusow,
president and CEO of SFI.
Organized by SFI, the effort
involved 1,165 volunteers
from all ages and backgrounds,
including the forest sector,
community organizations, youth groups, conservation
groups and SFI Implementation Committees. Each team
of 25 to 100 people planted trees simultaneously from
1:00 to 2:00 pm EDT, in locations ranging from New
York City to Vancouver Island in British Columbia. One
team of 100 people, led by SFI program participant J.D.
Irving Limited even exceeded the existing record by
planting 52,598 trees.

OUR ROOTS RUN DEEP...
YoUr Gear.
oUr FocUS.

Specialized tools,
instruments and
safety supplies to:
• Forestry
• Arboriculture
• Mineral
Exploration
• Environmental
Engineering

Universal Field Supplies
1540 Trinity Drive Unit 4
Mississauga, ON L5T 1L6
Tel: 905-795-1610
Fax: 905-795-1632
Toll free: 800-387-4940
info@ufsupplies.ca

Teams that participated in the world record-breaking
initiative included American Forests, Atco Wood
Products, Baltimore City Recreation and Parks’
TreeBaltimore, City of Sumner, Washington, Coopérative
Forestière des Hautes-Laurentides, Domtar, Fornebu
Lumber Company, Interfor, Island Timberlands, J.D.
Irving Limited, Massey-Vanier High School, Norbord
Barwick (in conjunction with local schools), Norbord
(Groupement forestier cooperatif Abitibi, Sylviculture
La Vérendrye, Forêt d’enseignement et de recherche
Harricana), New York Restoration Project, Parks
& People Foundation, Pennsylvania Department of

Conservation and Natural Resources, Pennsylvania
SFI Implementation Committee, ReEnergy Holdings,
Resolute Forest Products (the Haveman Team — Dog
River Matawin Forest, the Outland Team – Black
Spruce Forest, the Brinkman Team – Crossroute
Forest), Minnesota SFI Implementation Committee,
St. Louis County’s Land & Minerals Department, the
Sugar Pine Foundation, TD Bank, Forests Ontario
(with partners Michael’s Hair Body Mind and Credit
Valley Conservation), UPM Blandin, and Williams Lake
Plywood — West Fraser.

Sustainable Forestry Initiative

There’s a simple way you can ensure
healthy forests for generations to
come while supporting the people and
communities in North America who
depend on them.
Choose the Sustainable Forestry
Initiative® (SFI) Standard for your
working forest. The actions we take today
determine the future of our forests.
Learn more at sfiprogram.org.

1-800-387-4940
www.ufsupplies.ca
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When people want to work smart they come to us
Hakki Pilke processors a hot seller
for Quebec dealer
BY BRETT HANSO N

W

aterloo, Quebec’s Picken’s Farm Equipment
knows the value of strong relationships. The
forestry equipment dealer has been in business
for thirty two years building relationships with their
customers and suppliers.
The company was purchased by David Picken in 1984
and has sold Zetor tractors from the very beginning; a brand
which they still carry today. Over the years Pickens Farm
Equipment has expanded their equipment sales to include
Nokka and Farma Log Loaders, Igland Forestry Winches
and most recently Wood-Mizer portable sawmills. One
brand relationship which the company has grown with
over the years is the Hakki Pilke Firewood Processor line.
Pickens is a family business. David’s son Wayne Picken
says all but one of the employees are a member of the
family.

“I started ‘working’ for the company sweeping and
doing some mechanical stuff since about age ten,” Wayne
said. “I have been in my current role with the company for
about twelve years. Brad is my brother-in-law, my sister
Connie works here, my mother is a secretary and we have
a mechanic and a truck driver who are cousins.”
“We started out with Zetor tractors and slowly moved
into more forestry equipment. We have always had some
forestry equipment but now we specialize in it with the
Hakki Pilke lineup. We also have Farma and now WoodMizer. Those three lineups comprise a good portion of our
company,” Picken said. “We are distributors for Mecanil,
Farma and Hakki Pilke for all of Quebec and Ontario.”
“Hakki Pilke firewood processors have been involved
with the company for the past thirteen years and it’s been
booming recently,” Picken said. “Hakki Pilke is one of
the top brands and top machines on the market. They will
outperform the higher priced machines in a day’s work.”
Hakki Pilke is a Finnish company specializing in
“technically simple machines which are reliable and easy
to use.” The wide variety of firewood processors and
wood splitter they offer make them suited to virtually any

The Hakki Pilke Easy50 at work

PICKEN’S
SINCE 1983

www.pickensfarmequipment.com

customer level.
“The attitudes toward firewood processors have changed
a lot over the years. It has taken a little while for people
to fully appreciate them,” Picken said. “Twenty years ago
people looked at a hydraulic splitter and said “Why do I
need that when I have an axe?” until they used the splitter.
Now people are saying “Why do I need a Hakki Pilke
when I have a hydraulic splitter?” but once they use one
they never go back to the splitter. It’s a mindset that we are
right in the middle of changing. People want to work and
they want to work smart, that’s when they come see us.”
The Hakki Pilke Easy 38 model is Picken’s best seller.
The newest in the Hakki Pilke line can handle wood up
to 38cm in diameter. The electrically controlled splitting
mechanism and hydraulic saw, smaller wood can also be
sawn and split considerably faster. Like all Hakki Pilke
processors it is designed to be extremely easy to use and
maintain.
“We get them directly from Finland. We import many
different models from the 37Expert homeowner model
right up to the Easy50s which is fully hydraulic, electronic
and censored,” Picken said. “We have customers who want
to cut 15 cord a year to guys who take that same machine
and do 1200 cord a year. We have maple sugar bush owners,
full time forestry guys that go to the woods and log it out
as well as customers who buy logs to process and sell.”
Interest in Hakki Pilke processors continues to grow,
Picken says. Over ten years ago the company was selling a
shipping container worth of Hakki Pilke machines per year.
Now they sell that many in two months and are looking to
expand with new dealers.
“We service all of the machinery that we sell; we have
a service truck and offer onsite assistance as well. Hakki
Pilke has a good reputation; they support us and the
customers very well. If I have a problem, despite the six
hour time difference in Finland, I have a response back
that same day,” Picken said. “We are looking forward to
expansion, more sales, more customer relationships and
growing with Hakki Pilke.”

34, rue Nord Waterloo Quebec

1-888-529-1114
Info@pickensfarmequiment.com

FIREWOOD PROCESSORS

WHOLESALE INQUIRIES ARE WELCOME
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Salvaging the past
Father and son team breathe new life
into forgotten icons
BY BRETT HANSO N

T

he once ubiquitous barn is rapidly becoming a
thing of the past. The shift from rural to urban
living and the fading of the family farm in
favour of industrial farming has meant that the majestic
barns that once dotted the landscape are literally falling
into disrepair. Brian Curtis of Vaughn, Ontario is
doing his best to save at least a small portion of those
disappearing icons.
Brian Curtis and his son Chris run Deer Brian Inc.
They reclaim the lumber; beams, flooring and siding
of old barns and, with the help of their Wood-Mizer
sawmill, give it a new lease on life. They also saw up
any other unique timber they can get their hands on.
“We cut for character; we don’t cut for production,”
Curtis says.
In 2008 after Curtis’ son graduated from a heritage
carpentry course at Algonquin College he suggested
they “work together and get into the wood business.”
One of their first major contracts, sawing barn beams to
be incorporated into the bar of a Toronto’s Drake hotel,
prompted Curtis to buy a Wood-Mizer LT28.
“We always wanted a Wood-Mizer and once we had
it we started doing re-sawn pine from the big beams,
which had a good market,” Curtis said. “I never really

looked at any other sawmill.”
The market for reclaimed, specialty and character
lumber is so strong that Curtis says sawing and selling
the lumber in their yard is keeping them so busy that
they rarely do any contracting anymore. The trend
toward large slabs with a live edge (incorporating the
natural edge of the wood) prompted Curtis to upgrade
his mill to a Wood-Mizer LT15 Wide, which can do up
to a 36 inch cut.
“In the last couple of years, through the contacts
we have accumulated, we have been bringing in more
hardwood. Right now we are bringing in a lot of black
walnut. We are also getting Douglas Fir ice booms
that Hydro uses to keep the ice out of their turbines
in the winter,” Curtis said. “We re-saw it and a lot of
contractors like it for pergolas and gazeebos. It’s very
stable, it comes in virtually soaked but it doesn’t warp
much, if at all.”
The combination of a hot market and an aging
resource makes for some scarcity of quality barns to
be reclaimed. Curtis says most barns in his immediate
area are beyond the point of reclaiming and the trick
is to get to them soon after they are decommissioned.
Water damage from a leaky roof or wet straw on a floor
can ruin the wood. Often barns are in such disrepair that
they are simply too dangerous to dismantle.
“The big thing right now is the barn board itself, the
siding. Right now I can’t get grey board siding at all.
When I do get it, it doesn’t last in the yard. They are
paying crazy prices for it
and actually most of it is
going to Europe,” Curtis
said. “We often will arrive
at a barn and decide that the

quality of the wood is not worth our time or it is too
dangerous to work on; but our policy is if someone takes
the time to call us we will at least go to look. Some of
them don’t even have floors; it’s very rare these days
that we look at a barn that is in good enough shape to
actually take down.”
Curtis is quick to credit Wood-Mizer for their role
in his company’s success. He says the backup system
he gets with Wood-Mizer gives him great confidence.
“I have never been able to stump them with a question.
We ran the LT28 pretty much non-stop for the first few
months that we had it. We were cutting all through the
winter,” Curtis said. “The boys we running it and I had
a lot of time to walk around the machine and look at it.
I would notice something and phone up Dave Cheel to
ask him about it and he always had an answer. He even
said I was the first guy who had ever noticed some of
this stuff.”
“I talk to Philippe Lascelles in Grenville, QC who does
the sharpening, he is very knowledgeable. He’s been
down in South America sharpening blades. If you want
to design blades go to South America that’s where the
hardest wood is,” Curtis said. “Wood-Mizer service is
fantastic. I pick up the phone and make an order, if it’s
not here the next day it’s the day after that. I keep the
manual in the truck, if I run into a problem I pick up
the phone and call and we can usually figure it out.”
The LT15 Wide is a good fit for Curtis. “Once we got
into working with hardwood the trees just kept getting
bigger, especially with the walnut. The tables aren’t
getting any smaller, the houses are getting bigger. A 36
inch table used to be wide, now we have some on order
up to 48 inches, that’s becoming the new standard. We
need a big mill.”
THE WORLD STANDARD
MANUAL MILL NOW
CUTS WIDER LOGS
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Tools of tomorrow, today
Husqvarna offer a glimpse
of the future
BY BRETT HANSO N

I

n late September, The Working Forest was on hand
in Antwerp, Belgium to witness the dawning of
a new age. Husqvarna unveiled a prototype of a
lithium battery with integrated Bluetooth connectivity –
a connected battery. Tools equipped with the new battery
prototype will be able to share valuable information
about itself to its user. The battery prototype can easily
be paired with an operator’s smartphone or a smart
watch, to either provide the operator direct information,
or to pass on information to other members of the
team, such as other operators, managers, technicians
or dealers.
Husqvarna has applied its expertise in landscaping
into a complete range of battery-powered handheld
products for professionals. With a unique brushless
motor, the range provides performance and torque that
meet equivalent petrol engines. The result is powerful
yet lightweight tools, with low sound and vibrations
levels as well as a lower cost of ownership.
Husqvarna is providing a complete range of
battery-powered handheld products for landscaping
professionals and municipalities – from hedge trimmers,
grass trimmers and brushcutters to blowers, chainsaws
and pole saws. Inspired by technology used in model
aircraft, Husqvarna has developed a unique, more robust
brushless motor, which offers a superb combination
of weight, durability and power. The brushless motor
can be up to 25% more efficient than standard brush
motors on other battery products, which on a trimmer
for example produces a high and consistent torque —
even if cutting thick or wet grass. The high efficiency
also enables a longer runtime, as less energy is lost.
The requirement for landscapers to increase
productivity and end-results calls for high-performing
and efficient tools. When powering tools with
intelligence, landscapers can start developing new
ways of working. For example, avoiding downtime by
shifting from reactive maintenance if a machine breaks
down, to proactive maintenance, as the tools themselves
can alert and prepare managers and technicians when
they need service.
The tools can give direct feedback and guidance
on how to use them; helping operators to refine their
technique as well as help beginners use the tool in a
professional and optimized way faster.

The new battery opens up new opportunities to
improve user safety, as well as to prevent theft by
locking your machine so someone else cannot use it.
Getting an instant overview enables team leaders to go
from ‘how did we do today’ to ‘how are we doing right
now’ and thus be more flexible in adjusting directives or
allocating resources differently if something unexpected
happens.
With the data and insights provided by the connected
battery, team leaders will have better intelligence to
support their planning, both short and long term.
Despite the beliefs of many, working with battery has
financial upsides too. The total cost of ownership for
the battery-powered products is often lower than petrol
powered products. The initial investment is higher, but
the running and maintenance costs are substantially
lower.
The power and performance from Husqvarna’s
professional range is a fully satisfactory replacement
for their petrol-driven counterparts. After rigorous
testing of capacity and life cycle of a large number of
battery cells under high load, Husqvarna works with
Li-ion batteries that recharge quickly and offers one of
the best standards for weight, volume and power ration
on the market.
The quiet properties enable work to be done at all
hours of the day, even side by side with people in
urban areas and parks. Vibration levels are reduced to a
minimum. Each product is intuitive to operate so users
only need to push a button to start or stop the product,
eliminating the need for starter cords and extra pulls.
To manifest the belief in the potential from
battery and connectivity, Husqvarna has also created
‘Husqvarna RamusTM’ – an intelligent and super light
futuristic concept hedge trimmer that employs the
same technology as in Husqvarna’s connected battery
prototype. The concept trimmer features existing
technologies from the forefront of several different
industries.
The Ramus features super light cutting blades in
carbon fibre and liquid metal, with individual sensors
on each blade to govern exactly how much power
the battery should provide for the job at hand. An
augmented reality visor uses data to support the operator
in real-time with everything from machine status
information to projected cutting patterns while
cutting. An integrated micro camera displays
the cutting view within the operators visor
when cutting high hedges or complicated
angles out of sight.
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Another of the new tools showcases the power of
Husqvarna’s battery system. The 436LiB is a wellbalanced battery blower that is powerful and light,
equipped with cruise control and a boost function. The
unit is also available with an optional backpack battery
for professional use.
The new blower is a high-performance machine
engineered and designed for demanding tasks, making it
a perfect tool for professional landscapers and gardeners.
Being a very quiet machine means the 436LiB is the
perfect tool for cleaning city centres and public areas
because of minimum disruption to its surroundings.
If the 436LiB is left blowing continuously, the battery
backpack can supply up to 8 hours of runtime, which
translates into the battery backpack lasting one entire
shift when used normally. The long runtime
eliminates the need to recharge in-between
each work shift.
Husqvarna was first in deploying
connectivity to outdoor power products and
in 2014 ‘Husqvarna Fleet Services’ was
introduced – an online service platform
that supports landscaping professionals
with data from smart sensors added on
to products. The aim is to integrate the
new connected battery with Husqvarna
Fleet Services when available to the
market. And just now, Husqvarna is
launching a smartphone app version
of Husqvarna Fleet Services that
further supports work in the field and
increases crew involvement. For
example the new app allows team
leaders and operators to access
assignment details on the map
and even record and submit new
business opportunities
identified by the
operators while
working in the
field.

© 2015 Husqvarna AB. All rights reserved.

working
fast
staying
safe

Husqvarna’s XP ® chainsaws are constantly tested under harsh
conditions that require power, precision and durability. Our
engineers balance all that power and speed with low weight
and world class ergonomics. Together that generates excellent
maneuverability, so that you can work both faster and safer.
For more information visit husqvarna.ca

The technology that
saves lives
Firefighting equipment has come Long way

BY SHAUN LESL I E TURRI FF

P

rotecting wildfire fighter is one area where technology is being used to improve
firefighting techniques. 19 wildfire fighters were killed in an Arizona fire in 2013,
their deaths likely caused by the failure of their emergency fire shelters. Since then,
new models of shelter are being developed. A fire shelter is essential a one man tent designed
to prevent heat transfer from outside, and to trap breathable air for the firefighter inside.
These shelters often fail in the presence of open flame, which rapidly degrades the glue
that holds their layers together. New models seek to eliminate this weakness, improving
the integrity of the shelter in the presence of open flame.
Emergency fire shelters are not commonly used in Canada, as the nature of the
landscape often means that there is nowhere to safely deploy them, away from the open
flames that cause them to fail. Instead, Canadian wildfire fighters prefer to use a system of
communication and planning that allow the front line fighters to move safely away from
situations that may endanger them, even if those situations develop quickly. More accurate
communication, such as GPS, satelight phones and instant messaging, along with improved
information systems ensure that firefighter can be moved out of harm’s way.
In a wildfire situation, information is key to successfully saving property, valuable assets,
and lives. Firefighters on the ground need to know what the fire is doing, and respond
accordingly, which may include leaving the area for safety’s sake.
In addition to already existing surveillance methods, new technology on the horizon
include the use of drones (unmanned aircraft) to improve surveillance data, satellite imagery,
and improved computer modeling of wind and fire behaviour.
In 2013, battling california’s Rim Fire, a Predator drone was used to fly over the fire.
Unmanned aircraft have the advantage of not risking a pilot’s life in dangerous flying
situations and are capable of longer periods of flight. In the Rim Fire, information gathered
by the Predator was used to direct the allocation of firefighting resources to important areas
and identified important elements of local infrastructure.
Unmanned aircraft are expensive, however, sometimes beyond the reach of wildfire
services, as these need to be millitary-, and not hobby-, grade machines. For common
deployment in wildfire fighting, the price of such aircraft would need to drop by a factor
of five or ten.
And drones have been as much a thorn in the side of wildfire fighting as they have been
a boon. In several reported cases both in the US and in Canada, civilian operated drones
have hampered firefighting aircraft and crews, preventing the aircraft from operating. Most
recently, authorities blamed civilian drones on hindering the efforts to contain the Californian
wildfire that jumped I-15 and destroyed or damaged 30 vehicles.
Unmanned aircraft are central to a system of fire-detection that is being developed
by a group of researchers lead out of UC Berkeley in California. The system is called
Fire Urgency Estimator in Geosynchronous Orbit (FUEGO) and has the potential when
operational to spot a wildfire anywhere in the Western US within minutes of its ignition.
Using drones, manned aircraft and satellites, all carrying special infrared cameras, the system
would compare older infrared data to newer snapshots, and in the difference find any new
fires that may have started. In fighting a wildfire, response time and access to information
is critical, and this system has the potential to improve both. The system is made possible
by the availability of new, lightweight and inexpensive infrared cameras.
While the system is still in development and is years away from deployment, it promises
to be an significant improvement over what’s currently available. Many wildfire detection
systems are currently a patchwork of spotters, eyewitness reports (often inaccurate) and
manned flights.
Because information is so important to wildfire fighting, computer modeling is useful
in predicting the behaviour of a fire. Weather, landscape, and fuel sources are all taken
into account, using information gleaned from satellite imagery. Since 1984, satellites have
been used to study every major wildfire in the US. All this can give firefighters a better
understanding of ta given fire’s potential. Information gathered from computer modelling
becomes important when there are multiple fires, and questions of where to allocate limited
firefighting resources become paramount.
Satellite information can also be used to help prevent fires, highlighting areas that may
be helped by a prescribed burn, or forest thinning, both of which are seen as effective
measures of preventing wildfires.
Recently, however, the basic fundamentals of wildfire suppression have come under
challenge. Several recent studies suggest that human intervention in wildfire increases the
change of later wildfires occurring in the same area. In some landscapes, prescribed burns
allow invasive species to take over the burned ground, some of which are more flammable
than the native species already there. Prescribed burning may work in a coniferous forest,
but it is of no help in a chaparral landscape, mostly dense woody shrubs, where is has been
a staple of fire prevention for decades.
The understanding of when we should fight fires is also shifting. Fires are a natural part
of the Boreal ecosystem found in much of Canada, and fires with little potential to damage
property, endanger lives, or destroy valuable timbre assets are already left to burn. Such
burns, some controversial findings suggest, might also “reset” the natural landscape of the
boreal forest, increasing the number of fire-resistant deciduous trees, and making the area
less prone to future fires.
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The long road to recovery
Modernizing sawmills central
to eastern Quebec industry’s
competitiveness
BY SHAUN LESL I E TURRI FF

F

orestry and related industry has long been at
the heart of the economy of eastern Québec. It
formed an important supplement to the incomes
of residents and was a key factor in the settlement of
the remote areas of the province. While the last 25 years
have seen a marked decline in the industry, forestry, and
particularly the primary transformation sector (sawmills)
remains a central economic activity in the region.
No part of the Québec forestry industry has remained
unaffected by the ongoing industry wide crisis. But at
the tail end of that crisis, there are signs of hope for
the industry, both Québecwide and in the eastern part
of the province specifically. Regional interests have
come together in a process of reconstruction and new
development. Need for a new appraisal of practices and
a search for niche products have rejuvenated the industry
at the provincial and regional levels, and the exploration
of new projects including the use of available forest
biomass to generate electricity.
Francois Fortin, with the Québec Ministry of Forests,
Wildlife and Parks (Ministère des Forêts, de la Faune
et des Parcs [MFFP]), speaking about the current
state of the industry in Eastern Québec, is hopeful but
cautious. “Now that we’ve come out of the worst of the
industry crisis, we are all sort of catching our breath,
so to speak,” says Fortin. The industry, despite recent
troubles, remains an important part of the regional
economy. “In 2014, we had 15 active enterprises,” says
Fortin, speaking about sawmills. “That is roughly 500
jobs for the region, in the mills, both blueand white
collar, and does not include indirect employment or jobs
in the woods.”
The Quebec Forest Industry Council (QFIC), a non
profit organization comprised of members from the
forest industry, claims that the total number of direct jobs
in the regional forestry industry was 1170 in 2010, the
year of their most recently published data. Regionally,
forestry and other primary sector occupations counts for
approximately 8% of employment.
Fortin concedes that there has been some loss of
enterprises in the region, because of the industry wide
crisis prompted by the global financial crash and the
collapse of the US housing market. “We are down
from the 20122013 numbers,” Fortin says. Since the
US housing market collapse, Quebec’s overall forestry
sector has shed nearly a third of its jobs.
Things are looking up, however, according to Fortin.
“The majority of production in this region is bound for
the US market. That market is central to business here.
Right now, housing starts in the US are on the rise, which
is very good for the regional industry. But we’ve seen
low prices this year, which is a challenge, of course.”
Fortin notes that Canadian housing starts remain stable,
which, combined with increased housing starts in the
US, is good news. “The falling Canadian dollar also
helps this industry, as it exports to the US, but that is
not always enough to offset low prices,” notes Fortin.
Asked about the biggest challenge to the industry,
Fortin says, “asides from the state of the market, one of
the biggest challenges in the region is the modernization
of the industry.”
Modernizing the sawmills, such as adding new, thinner
saws, automation, and other pieces of equipment
is central to remaining competitive in a low price
environment, says Fortin. “Modernization is key, but
there is a real fear of the unknown, a lot of uncertainty, a
lack of confidence, around that sort of capital investment

right now.”
While a challenge, modernizing the industry is also
its best hope for the future. “Like I said, we’re really
catching our breath here, coming out of this crisis. We
need to look at product diversification, need to find niche
products, valueadded products, like engineered wood,
something with increased value.”
Asked about job loss from modernization and
automation in the mills, Fortin noted that modernization
does not necessarily equate job loss. “It might mean
different jobs, but there are lots of workers in the area.
There is no competition with mines, as there are in other
regions.” The region also has little in the way of an oil
and gas industry, which also competes for skilled labour
in other areas of the country. “Modernization means

more production at a higher quality. This is good for
the industry overall.”
The future of the industry also includes new projects,
says Fortin. “There is a lot of forest biomass available,
and something could be done with that. We could
produce an economically sustainable, and ecologically
sustainable product. We have some projects looking into
these avenues”.
Asked about the role of government in the industry,
Fortin notes that it is twofold. “We continue to manage
the forests in a sustainable manner, to make sure it
is protected. We also need to make sure that there is
a positive business environment,” says Fortin. “The
Québec government will continue to work in these
directions, as always.”
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North America’s tallest wood building planned in Quebec
Plans for 13 storey building in Quebec
city follow building code amendments
BY SHAUN LESL I E TURRI FF

I

n August of this year, the Québec government
announced the release of a technical guide to
wooden buildings over 4 storeys high, entitled
Bâtiments de construction massive en bois d’au plus 12
étages (Construction of Mass Timber Buildings Up to 12
Storeys). This document lays out the technical principles
of designing and constructing wooden buildings up to
12 storeys using mass timber, as opposed to light timber
framing. This guide follows a 2014 document from
FPInnovations entitled “Technical Guide for the Design
and Construction of Tall Wood Buildings in Canada”,
which also outlines the principles for the design of
wooden buildings greater than 12 storeys.
2015 also saw the announcement of the planned
construction of a 13 storey wooden building in Québec
City, the province’s capital. Named Origine, the project
is slated to begin construction before winter sets in.
Origine, is a residential project, part of Québec City’s
PointeauxLièvres “ecodistrict”, a neighbourhood
designed to be walkable, and featuring sustainable
architecture. The building will consist of a 12-ﬂoor
solid wood structure on a concrete podium and measure
40.9 meters in height. The residential project will have
94 condo units from one to three bedrooms, and will
cost $25 million. It is expected to open in 2016. Nordic
Structures, part of the consortium that has planned
Origine, hopes that the project “will help pave the way
for the development of a North American market for
solid wood building products made in Québec.

Once completed, Origine would be North America’s
tallest wooden building, beating out the current
champion, the Wood Innovation and Design Centre, in
Prince George, B.C.
Mass timber construction is a race to the top. Four
and six storey buildings have been part of various
building codes in Canada since 2010. Although there
is no national building code (jurisdiction falls to the
provinces), the National Model Construction Codes
(NMCC) are published every five years by the federal
government. The 2010 NMCC limits the construction of
wooden buildings to four storeys. The 2015 NMCC is
due out later this year. Vienna has plans for a 24 storey
project, and the University of British Columbia hopes
to construct a 16 storey student residence.
Mass timber construction is nothing new. Many
European countries allow the construction of tall wooden
buildings, and research there has proven them to be safe.
With regards to safety and wooden constructions, first
to mind is evidently fire. It seems counterintuitive that
a construction entirely made in wood could be safe in
the event of a fire. But mass timber construction uses
the natural tendency of solid wood to char as a builtin
fire suppressant. Mass timber constructions, and crosslaminated timber specifically, all perform admirably in
fire safety tests done by the National Research Council
of Canada. Mass timber constructions also perform well
in insulation tests and in acoustic tests. The material is
lightweight, and construction times can be considerably
less than other methods.
Québec’s move to support tall wooden construction
has come under fire from various groups representing
the cement and steel industries, both of which would

see increased competition from this method of building.
These groups note that the guide published by the
government of Québec does not conform to federal
model codes, and that FPInnovations is a research
organization, not a standards development organization,
which would normally handle this type of guide.
According to the Cement Association of Canada
(CAC), “the Québec government is allowing measures
that are not recognized by the codes or standards
developed by accredited organizations in order to
directly support the wood industry, to the possible
detriment of public safety.” Further, the CAC also
questions the sustainability of these sorts of structures
when the entire lifecycle of the building is considered.
The forestry industry has long been an important part
of the province’s economy, despite recent downturns.
An improving US and global economy, lower Canadian
dollar and new products such as crosslaminated
timber have recently revitalized this sector in Québec
and in other parts of Canada. In allowing tall wooden
structures, Québec is both following the lead of several
European countries, but also leading other Canadian
provinces, such as Ontario and BC, both of which have
construction codes that allow tall wooden structures,
and both of which have important forestry industries
that could benefit from new products and construction
techniques.
These developments, including earlier steps towards
tall wooden construction in BC and Ontario, are all part
of a growing understanding of the importance of wood
as a hightech building component, and the importance
of a sustainable forestry industry across Canada.
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Past and future intersect on woodlot
BY SARA GRADY

K

evin Arnett has wanted to manage a slice of the
forest for quite some time. He started working
on his parents’ woodlot five years ago, but the
dream of having responsibility for his own land has been
brewing for much longer.
That dream came to fruition this year when Kevin
turned nineteen and took possession of Woodlot License
#626, making him the youngest woodlotter in the
program’s 27year history. And it’s no ordinary woodlot.
The 600hectare plot spreading west of Quesnel, like
countless others in the region, is a shadow of its former
self thanks to the ravages of the Mountain Pine Beetle.
Nearly two thirds of the forest was wiped out, leaving
sparse stands of spruce and fir.
Most woodlotters in BC can stagger their planting
and harvest regimes, but for those recovering from
the total devastation of the pine beetle the planting is
done in broad strokes, and the harvest is an event on
the distant horizon.
Such is the case for Kevin, who plans to plant the last
of the recently logged beetledamaged blocks, then
focus on brushing for the next few years. He expects it
will be at least ten years before he can begin to assess
harvesting prospects.
During that decade Kevin will be working closely
with an important group of neighbours: the Nazko First
Nation. His woodlot overlaps a region steeped in history
and cultural heritage tracing back to at least 2200 BC.
The Carrier Sekani Nation, or Dakelh (meaning “people
who go around by boat”), covers approximately 76,000
square kilometres in BC’s north central interior and
spans from the Pacific Ocean to the Rocky Mountains,

encompassing 19 bands, including the Nazko.
Before the arrival of European settlers and the resultant
fur trade in the late 1800s the Carrier way of life
was centred on a seasonal round: a summer ﬂurry of
hunting, fishing, gathering berries and other plants, and
preserving it all for both consumption and commerce.
“Grease trails” – named for the coveted oil rendered
from eulachon, or candlefish – were developed so that
bands could communicate and conduct trade amongst
themselves.
It was one such grease trail that provided safe passage
for explorer Alexander Mackenzie, a Scotsman who was
determined to find a safe route from “Montreal, Canada”
to the Northwest Passage. In fact, Kevin learned during
a visit with the Nazko Band Chief Stuart Alec that it was
the Chief’s great, great, great grandmother who served

as guide for Mackenzie and his seven companions in
1793, leading them safely through the NuxaltCarrier
Grease Trail (or Alexander Mackenzie Heritage Trail)
from Quesnel to Bella Coola.
It’s this heritage that Kevin will be closely guarding
on the Punchaw Lake woodlot. One of his first tasks
was hosting Chief Alec, several Band stakeholders and
Ministry officials to ensure an open dialogue of respect
exists. It was a welcomed endorsement from Chief Alec
when he shared his tremendous faith in the woodlot
licence program and its commitment to honouring First
Nations history and preserving the health of the forest.
As part of the next, vital generation taking a role in
the provincial woodlot program, it seems that youth
like Kevin can help a bright future unfold without
abandoning the past.
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Softwood Agreement
Continued from page 1

and sustainable building materials,” while in India, “Canada and the U.S. should
consider a joint marketing campaign in India to extol the virtues of softwood lumber.”
The policy analyst says opportunitis in Japan comes from that country’s government
“encouraging the use of wood as a construction material for non-residential
buildings,” while in South Korea building and energy codes have a target of net
zero carbon emissions by 2025, “presenting an opportunity for the use of wood
construction including for low-rise buildings.”
As for Mexico, where wood homes are viewed as a temporary form of housing,
“a marketing campaign to improve the perception of softwood as a home building
material could prove useful.”
In the U.S., Christensen says Canada may be able “to increase exports softwood
products for resorts and luxury vacation homes that do not compete with or threaten
U.S. lumber producers.” She also urges Ottawa “to brand Canadian softwood lumber
as a desirable product in the U.S; one way to do this would be to build on the existing
Expanding Market Opportunities Program.”
Doug Firby, director of communications for Canada West Foundation, says

government on a provincial and federal level “has expressed an indication of interest”
in Branching Out “but nothing beyond that. As a think tank, we can only hope that
policy makers are able to see the obvious and act upon it.”
Reaction from industry has been more progressive. “The Alberta Forest Products
Association invited me to speak at a convention in late September, and the feedback
was good,” says Christensen. “At a time when nations are moving away from
bilateral agreements to multi-nation agreements, hopefully we will see the wisdom
of diversifying across the globe as much as possible.”
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PHILOSOPHY
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The forest industry should be certified!

he recent paper for the Frontier Centre for Public gang. Two, make mating noises to senior executives in the forest industry didn’t know? Actually they did, but they
Policy by Elizabeth Nickson: “The Failures of forest industry that a deal could be had just by asking and had been led so far down the path they couldn’t stand up
Forest Certification.” is an important and timely therefore an end to the so-called ‘war of the woods’.
and walk away without losing face with their customers
contribution to a much needed discussion on Natural
Tempting as it was, many in the industry recognised the and possibly the public.
Resources in Canada. With research undertaken by two of danger but pressure from government circles (both political
To cap it all, the CBFA was structured brilliantly by
Canada’s finest forestry ‘numbers guys’ the paper needs to and bureaucratic),and incredibly good lobbying of industry the environmental gurus. They engage a large group of
be mandatory reading in university resources programs.
executives by environmentalists that a deal could be had Canadian forestry CEOs obstensively to ensure that the
The report says evidence is beginning to show too that for the asking was difficult to ignore.
Boreal Forest would be protected (from what or whom I
the “natural” regulation promoted by Forest Stewardship
Throw in the egos of a couple of dozen CEO who had yet don’t know) and the industry could continue to operate and
Council (FSC), ENGOs and the foundations and activists to meet an adversary that ‘they couldn’t make a deal with’, their customers left in peace.
that support FSC is not healthy for the world’s forests when and all this came together to convince the companies that
Some companies were smart enough to steer clear. Many
compared with the most advanced silviculture practices they should adopt FSC along with all the other certification walked in with their heads in the clouds despite a previous
possible today.
programs.
decade of disingenuous dealings with the environmental
But while the bulk of the blame for the negative
If a tree certified once is good then a tree certified three movement.
consequences of forest certification to the public wealth of times must be even better!
Finally, someone stood up and called out this sham.
the Canadian North can be firmly laid at the feet of wellBureaucrats also saw an opportunity to adopt these Richard Garneau, Resolute Forest Products CEO led a
financed and highly organised environmental activists, it standards as theirs. This succeeded in making on-the-ground charge against the insidious creep of environmental activism
still required executives of major forest companies along forestry increasingly difficult as foresters spend most of that is threatening the future of a viable Canadian forest
with politicians and bureaucrats to be complicit with these their time in the office and rarely get to the bush anymore. sector operating on public lands.
activities.
Joining together company officials and environmentalists
Through the courts, which is the best way to give the
In the early 1990’s, with the best of intentions, the in panels and policy units and organizations like the enviros a taste of their own medicine; through advertising,
Canadian forest industry embarked on their own sustainable Canadian Boreal Forest Alliance was cheered as an end to and through support from the local communities in Quebec
forest management certification program under the auspices all the squabbling. However almost in every case decisions and Ontario where forestry is the economic lifeblood of the
of the Canadian Standards Association. This resulted in would favour environmental positions.
community, this combination of high level insistence on
a comprehensive and highly detailed system that, like
For example, Ontario’s Lands for Life in the 1990’s was accuracy and grass roots support may be the start of a new
any management certification system worth its salt, was a classic win for the environmental movement dressed up era to get some reality into the debate on forestry in Canada.
rigourous and demanding to complete successfully.
as good for the forest industry. It set aside large areas of
In the mean time, Elizabeth’s Nickson’s conclusions don’t
Most provinces were already establishing their own forest land with the promise that the industry would get to make for pretty reading. Let’s hope that future industry
formal reviews on forest management in response to the practice intensive forestry on the remaining land. Never leaders will understand and follow the advice that:
enviromental activism of the late 80’s. While CSA was happened! Will never happen on a public forest model.
You can’t negotiate with someone who has nothing to
being developed, many companies used the International
Companies will not invest the money and time on the lose!
Standards Association (ISO) protocols for developing chance that they might get to harvest the results in 50-90
forest management certification in the interim.
years. Without some form of permanent tenancy agreement
To find Elizabeth Nickson’s paper, go to www.fcpp.org/
Compared with the activist -backed FSC certification or, still better, private ownership there will never be THE-FAILURE-OF-FOREST-CERTIFICATION
system of ‘natural’ regulation of the forest, CSA and ISO intensive forestry practiced on Canada’s public forests.
required a significant commitment of time and resources
The enviros know that,
to management process. In addition the US forest sector the bureaucrats know that
adopted the Sustainable Forestry Inititave (SFI).
(but they won’t admit it)
Had the industry insisted that the process stop at CSA and Anyone who works on
ISO then the battle lines betweeen the environmentalists and the ground in the bush
the company would have been drawn in a ‘My certification knows that. How come the
is better than your certification’ stand-off.
captains of the Canadian
The stand-off actually did
happen for a short time but the
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Forest Pro Equipment (ON)
519-848-2714

Agritibi R.H. Inc. (QC)
819-732-6296

rottnecanada@nb.aibn.com

www.rottnecanada.com

LUMBER PRODUCTS
Manufacturier de
bois de sciage
Lumber Manufacturer
Tel.: (705) 753-2220
Fax.: (705) 753-4588
Sturgeon Falls, ON

g o u l a r d l u m b er @goular dlumber.c a

TRUCKS-NORTHEAST
LEWIS MOTOR SALES
(NORTH BAY) INC.
Sales Parts Service Leasing

1-800-461-1631
F 705 472 2741

19 HEWITT DR, BOX 1257
NORTH BAY, ON P1B 8K5

Please contact:
Peter Hunt 519-777-8632
Bill Miller 705-737-6026

WWW.EACOM.CA

FORESTRY SUPPLIES

www.baumansawmill.com

TRUCKS - NORTHEAST

WORK BUSES

CAMBRIAN TRUCK CENTRE
Corner of Hwy 17 @ Hwy 69 Bypass

For all of your strapping needs
Steel, Plastic and Tool Repair
116 Shaver St.
Brantford, ON
N3T 5M1

Vehicle Sales Division • Used School Bus Sales
AVAILABLE ALL YEAR:
Large Conventional Buses
20 Passenger Vans • Wheelchair Accessible Vans

877-536-6584

www.jemline.com

519-754-5432
Fx: 519-759-3830

sales@jemline.com

TRUCKS - NORTHEAST

“Move your workers and supplies in and out of the forest”

LUMBER PRODUCTS

T 705 560 6625 F 705 560 7556

Advertise for a year for under

(866) 242-4026

WWW.CAMBRIANTRUCKS.COM

NURSERIES

“WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS”

Your Future Forests are in the
Palms of Our Hands

Full Service Truck Dealership

1035 FALCONBRIDGE ROAD,
SUDBURY, ON P3A 4M9

(705) 560-8661

Parts & Serivce MONDAY TO FRIDAY 7am to midnight

chris.job@firstgroup.com • 905.252.0651 • 1.800.259.8446

NICKEL CITY
INTERNATIONAL
Sales, Leasing, Rentals

Sudbury

RR#5 Pembroke
Ontario K8A 6W6

terry@odorizzilumber.ca
www.odorizzilumber.ca

$599

Terry Odorizzi

T: (613) 732-3603

F: (613) 732-8987

•Specializing in Containerized Tree Seedlings
•Multi-Year Transplanted Seedlings Available
R.R. #1 Murillo, ON P0T 2G0 Tel. (807) 935-2626
Fax (807) 935-2190 hillsgrh@tbaytel.net

Call Dave 1-877-869-0588
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FREE SATELLITE PHONE

KEEP YOUR
BUSINESS
CONNECTED

The most affordable satellite voice
and data solution for your business.
Manage your business from remote worksites that are beyond cellular service.
Remain connected to co-workers, family and loved ones without breaking the bank.

$499 SAT PHONE Visit Globalstar.com/twfFREE3 to take
*
advantage of the FREE SATELLITE
PHONE OFFERS.

FREE

*Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply.

